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Semtex error 
could free 
12 IRA men 

Ministers order review of evidence 


French President gets a taste of British steel 


HEATHER MILLS 

{ Home Affairs Correspondent 

The criminal justice system was 
dealt another blow last night 
when the Government revealed 
that at least 12 IRA prisoners 
- a third of all those jailed in 
the last six years - may have 
been wrongly convicted be- 
cause of contamination in a 
forensic science laboratory. 

Government sources stressed 
that the chances of there being 
any miscarriages of justice were 
slight, but conceded the num- 
bers of cases involved could be 
even higher following an inde- 
pendent investigation into the 
work at science laboratories in 
Kent. The news is a major set- 
back in the fight against ter- 
rorism because of police fears 
that guilty men could go free. 

Last night neither the scien- 
tists, the Home Office, nor the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
were prepared to identify which 
cases had been called into ques- 
tion by the discovery two 
months ago of explosives traces 
on a key piece of laboratory 
equioment But 38 people have 


the IRA - was broken to the 
Commons yesterday .Traces 
were discovered by accident in 
a crucial piece of machinery 
used in the analysis of evidence 
in bomb cases. 

The equipment, a centrifuge 
machine the size of a microwave 
oven, has been used in almost 
all forensic tests on terrorist 
bombings since 1989. But it 
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been convicted of explosives 
charges since 1989 - the lime 
from which contamination may 
, have occurred - and those cas- 
{ es over which there may now be 
some doubt are believed to in- 
clude John Kinsella, one of 
those convicted of the War- 
rington gas works bombing and 
Feilira O'Hadhmail! a univer- 
sity lecturer convicted of pos- 
sessing Semtex. 

The news of the accidental 
discovery, two months ago, of 
contamination by RDX, a com- 
ponent of Semtex - favoured by 


Economy 
offers 
boost for 
Yeltsin 


[ PHIL REEVES 

Y Moscow 

5 The first indication that Russia 

t is emerging from its prolonged 

slump came yesterday in new 
figures released in Moscow. 
The country has seen the first 
month-on-raomh increase in 
.Its gross domestic product since 
it set foot along the rocky path 
• towards economic reform in 

1991, officials said. 

Its GDP in April grew by 2 
per cent on the preceding 
month, according to the 
chairman of the state statistics 
committee. Yuri Yurkov. His 
announcement came a month 
before the presidential election, 
fuelling speculation aver 
whether government figures 
are being manipulated in the 
hope of winning votes. 

But if confirmed by later 
statistics, it will he impressive 
evidence that, after five years of 
plunging living standards, 
lower production and growing 
unemployment, the Russian 
economy is finally stabilising and 
beginning to grow. Inflation 
for April is also down to a 
record post-reform low of 2.2 
per cent. 

Whether such signs of revival 
will percolate through to the 
electorate in time to bolster Mr 
Yeltsin s chances is questionable 
- the firsl round of the election 
is only a month away. But it wfll 
please the International Mon- 
etary Fund, which recently 
granted Russia a new loan of 
Sin. 2 bn. 

Blow to democrats, page 8 


emerged yesterday that nei- 
ther the machine - which spins 
the dirt out of samples for test- 
ing - nor its parts had been test- 
ed or changed between 
experiments - despite what are 
supposed to be routine weekly 
contamination checks at the 
laboratory. 

The news provoked a furious 
political row, with Labour de- 
manding that Mr Howard make 
a full emergency statement to 
the House today. 

Jack Straw, the shadow 
Home Secretary, said: “This is 
a very serious matter and is 


certainly one in which the 
Home Secretary should have 
made a full statement to the 
House of Commons instead of 
sheltering behind an incom- 
prehensible written answer." 

Irish government sources 
said: “The possibility that any 
person might be convicted on 
the basis of contaminated evi- 
dence is obviously a cause for 
concern. In view of the poten- 
tial gravity of the issue we trust 
that the review and subsequent 
referral to the Court of Appeal 
will proceed in an expeditious 
manner.” 

But Mr Howard maintained 
last night that he doubted the 
inquiry would lead to the free- 
ing of any IRA prisoners. “The 
chances of there having been a 
miscarriage of justice as a result 
of what has been discovered are 
very small, but I don’t want to 
take any risks or leave any 
stone unturned. That is why we 
are having an independent in- 
vestigation to look at this thor- 
oughly, rigorously and 
speedily.". 

The affair is a major embar- 
rassment for British justice 
which bad been hoping to put 
behind it the spectre ofa series 
of miscarriages of justice in- 
volving innocent Irish people - 
like the Birmingham Six, the 
Guildford Four, the Maguire 
family and Judith Wird - most 
of which involved flawed foren- 
sic evidence. 

The cases of the Maguire 
family and that of Judith "Ward 
- both going back to 1974 - in- 
cluded suggestions that the 
same laboratory at Fort Hal- 
stead was contaminated. 

TURN TO PAGE 2 



Point of honour. The French President Jacques Chirac inspects guardsmen in London yesterday on his first state visit to Britain Photograph: AP 


JOHN LICHFIELD 

For the second time in three 
days a British city draped itself 
in red-white- andilue tricolours 
yesterday to welcome a cele- 
brated Frenchman. 

The reception given to M. 
Cantona in Manchester on Sun- 
day was a touch more raucous 
and spontaneous. But the 
reception given to M. Chirac in 
London yesterday scored beav^ 
fly on symbolism, pomp and 
grandeur. Le Roi Eric nad to 


make do with an open-topped 
double-decker: ’ President 
Jacques Chirac rode in an open 
carnage with the Queen along 
a tricolour-festooned Mali to 
Buckingham Palace. 

Once there, royal symbolism 
gave way to political symbolism. 
President Chirac, and his wife 
Bernadette, sat down to a state 
hindieon of British beef. The 
Palace was at pains to point out, 
however, that the symbolism 
went only so far. Contrary to the 
assertions of certain Euro- 


phobic newspapers, the Queen 
did not serve her guest Beef 
Wellington. The menuwasFEiez 
de Boeuf awe NouiBes Proven - 
gales. 

President Chirac arrived by 
a scheduled Eurostar Channel 
tunnel train at Waterloo for a 
three-day state visit, the first by 
a French President for 12 years. 

• He will hold two hours of 
talks with the Prime Minster, 
John Major, at Downing Street 
today, when beef will again be 
on the agenda. 


The President will address 
both Houses of Parliament 
today. He is expected to assault 
British Euro-scepticism head 
on, urging the Government to 
join the single European cur- 
rency in 1999 and stating that 
Europe needs Britain and that 
Britain - like it or not - needs 
Europe. On Thursday he flies 
to Glasgow with the Prince of 
Wiles, to visit urban re-gener- 
ation projects on the notorious 
Easterhouse housing estate. 

Mr Chirac was greeted at 


Waterloo by Princess Margaret 
and driven to Horse Guards 
fbrade for the formal reception 
by the Queen. 

The President’s arrival at 
Horse. Guards was marked by 
a rousing performance of the 
cancan by the 19th century 
Parisian composer Offenbach. 
Some members of the London 
French community, invited to 
attend the ceremony, appeared 
bemused by this choice. Others 
were just amused. 

Leading article, page 14 


British Library nearly scrapped 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 
Westminster Correspondent 

The Government considered 
scrapping the new British Li- 
brary project at St Pan eras in 
central London in 1994 long 
after the shell of the building 
was finished and £45 Om of pub- 
lic money had been committed. 

According to an official re- 
port published today, the library 
- dogged by continuous delays 
and cost over-runs - was dose 
to being abandoned by the De- 
partment of the Environment 
The National Audit Office, the 
public spending watchdog, said 
ministers relented and decided 
to inject a further £46m of tax- 


payers' money to the project, 
taking the total bill to £496m. 

In a hard-hitting report the 
second by the NAO on the li- 
brary, the frill extent of the 
debacle is laid bare. MPs (mil 
question officials on the spi- 
ralling cost and delays -it is not 
expected to greet its first read- 
ers until November 1997, more 
than 20 years after the St Pan- 
eras site was selected. 

This is the third slippage to 


hit the project since July 1991. 
The first phase, the bulk of the 
building, comprising entrance 
hall, reading rooms, piazza, 
storage and offices, was due to 
be in use ty July 1993. It was not 
completed until November 


1995 and now, notes the NAO, 
no part of the building win be 
open until November next year. 

Even so, research suggests 
that one key area, the new sci- 
ence and oriental reading 
rooms, will be full to capacity as 
soon as they open. There is even 
a hint the library may not be as 
vital as it once was since the 
NAO points oat it is increasingly 
transmitting material to readers 
over the Internet. 

The Audit Office also the 
possibility that the cost could 
rise still further since by the date 
of its report, the budget was ful- 
ly committed This £49 6m total 
to date also includes a contin- 
gency for the settlement of 


claims now underway between 
contractors and the Govern- 
ment 

Almost all the cost increase 
was caused by problems on the 
first phase of the project These 
related to three main areas: un- 
sound electrical cabling; faulty 
fire sprinklers and a defective 
mechanical book shelving sys- 
tem. 

Unfortunately, notes the Na- 
tional Audit Office, because of 
poor quality assurance these 
weaknesses were not spotted 
until work was “far advanced 
and expensive to rectify”. 

Problems were exacerbated 
by the Department of the En- 
vironment and the library not 


seeing eye to eye over the pro- 
ject. 

PA Consulting, the firm of 
management consultants hired 
by the Government to discov- 
er what was going wrong “ex- 
pressed concern that the 
department and library were be- 
having as opposing partners 
rather than as partners,” the 
audit office says. 

The watchdog stresses that 
the main lessons that must be 
learnt for future projects are: 
agreeing objectives at the out- 
set, providing financial incen- 
tives for the builders and 
establishing proper quality 
assurance controls. 

News Analysis, page 13 


Snail forces by-pass into slow lane 


I T 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

A slime-eating, marsh-dwelling 
mollusc slightly larger than a 
ball bearing, could today 
achieve more than thousands of 
roads protesters in seriously 
delaying - and perhaps even 
halting - the Newbury bypass. 

Government scientists will 
recommend that part of the 
route of the £ 101 m road should 
be designated a European na- 
ture reserve - because of the 
rare mid tiny Desmoulin’s whorl 
snail- 

If English Nature's ruling 
council accepts their scientists’ 
view, then the Government will 
face serious legal challenges 
in proceeding with the bypass. 

The scientists from English 
Nature, the Government's 
wildlife conservation arm, are 
understood to sav the dual 
carriageway road wfll cover two 
of Britain's best riverside sites 


for the snail. They are recom- 
mending the land should be des- 
ignated as Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAG) under the 
EU Habitats Directive. 

Lawyers acting for three na- 
tionwide conservation organi- 
sations will be seeking an 
opportunity to take legal action, 
in Britain and in the European 
Court, over the snail versus 
the road. 

Friends of the Earth said it 
would by to find ways of getting 
an injunction baiting the main 
construction work, due to start 
in less than four months. 

The snail and its haunts are 
covered by the Habitats Direc- 
tive because it is ah “indicator 
species” for chalkland fens - a 
marker for a rare and declining 
European habitat. 

It is already on a list of 116 
threatened British plant and an- 
imal species for which the Gov- 
ernment is considering rescue 
plans. Today, the Secretary of 






Putting the brutes on: A 
Desmoulln’s whorl snail 

State for the Environment, 
John Gnmmer, is due to pub- 
lish his conclusions on the list 
of 116. 

Among the whorl snail's 
British strongholds are the val- 
leys of the Kennet and Lam- 
boum. The eight-mile bypass 
will cross these chalk streams on 
large earth embankments. 

If English Nature’s council 
does go along with its scientists’ 
recommendations, then the 


Government could still drop the 
Newbury bypass sites from its 
final version of the list of snail 

SACS. 

If it did. Friends of the 
Earth, the World Wide Fund for 
Nature and the Midlife Trusts 
would consider seeking a judi- 
cial review. 

Alternatively, ministers could 
accept the bypass SACs - but 
then argue dial the road still 
had to be built on the grounds 
of overriding economic impor- 
tance. 

But to comply with the di- 
rective the Government would 
have to review the bypass, shew 
that there was no alternative 
which missed the snail sites 
and offer a mitigation package, 
including alternative protected 
areas. 

Ministers would have to de- 
lay construction work while 
they went through that review 
process. 

Comment, page 15 


Beef ban doubts 

Britain's chances today of 
securing an easing of the beef 
ban for gelatin, tallow and 
semen was still in doubt last 
night as France remained 
hesitant, and Germany 
signalled strongly that II may yet 
call for a further delay. Page 2 

Labour threaten Bill 

Labour is threatening to kfli the 
Family Law BQ1, on the grounds 
that it is a "mess’* after a series 
of Government retreats in the 
face of stiff opposition by Tbry 
MPs. Page 3 

Today's weather 

Mainly dry and cloudy with 
some sun. Section Two, page 25 
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news 


Beaver Dobson’s attack shows the value of yogic flying 


Yesterday saw the dawning of 
a New Parliamentary Age. In 
Pah Mall, England's fifth largest 
party held a press conference to 
reveal the names of those whom 
it would invite to share the co- 
operative administration of the 
realm. The Natural Law Party 
believes that government 
should be in the hands of the 
those who have “demonstrated 
the highest degree of creativi- 
ty. alertness, organising ability 
and good fortune". 

Bit of a blow for Douglas 
Hogg, then. The good news is 
that Edward Heath and Betty 
Boothroyd, robed in saffron, will 
be asked to lead MPs in daily 
meditation and yogic flying. 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


Earlier, Tony Blair had been 
espousing similar values of 
calmness and contemplative de- 
liberation Car the Commons. His 
party (presumably now rechris- 
tened Natural Labour) wants to 
rid the House of adversarial, 
“yah -boo" politics. Points of 
agreement, as well as difference. 


will be emphasised MPs who in- 
terrupt and shout will be made 
to sit on the naughty step. 

Depressingly, it took some 
time for his own members to get 
the message. Health questions 
were barely a minute old when 
Labour frontbencher, Henry 
McL^ish (Fife Central) chided 
minis ters for displaying “their 
'characteristic complacency", 
“the situation" (kidney dialysis 
in this instance) was “grotesque” 
and "totally unacceptable". Not 
many marks for coustmctivcness 
there. 

Natural Labour also promis- 
es to reform Parliamentary pro- 
cedure. Which would have 
helped when John Bowis, the 


gentle junior Health minister 
answered a written question 
thus: “Madam Speaker, I last 
did so on March 13th at the 
Council of Ministers". Did 
what? Thlk dirty? Play 
draughts? Meet a European? 
We never found ouL 
Barry Field, the erratic mem- 
ber for the Isle of Wight, con- 
fused me even more by 
congratulating the Government 
on extra resources given for 
mental health in bis con- 
stituency, and then asking the 
Secretary of State whether he 
was aware that, “on Friday I had 
a tooth extracted on the NHS, 
which brought me relief and the 
dentist satisfaction”. The addi- 


tional money cannot arrive too 
soon, I thought 
But Prime Minister's Ques- 
tion Time was bound to be the 
greatest test of the political 
Age of Aquarius. And, indeed, 
Mr Biair asked his opponent a 
nice, soft-voiced question about 
school security, which Mr Ma- 
jor answered in pleasant, mod- 
ulated tones. You could 
practically smell the incense. Liz 

Lynne, mere Democrat Lban lib- 
eral, invited the PM to disap- 
prove of violent movies, which 
he did. Ibresa Gorman point- 
ed out that the extra costs of the 
single currency for Marks & 
Sparks would mean “knickers 
going up". The trouble is that 


up is exactly where the straight- 
laced Major, Blair and Lynne 
think knickers ought to be. 

The desirability of Natural 
Labour’s approach came home 
to me fully later on, during the 
Frank Dobson Show. If ever 
there was a poUtidan for whom 
the terns “unnecessarily ad- 
versarial” and “cheap political 
point scoring** were invented, it 
Is Labour's environment 
spokesman. Furry and round, an 
eager, toothy smile on his face, 
Mr Dobson is like a cartoon 

beaver cm speed — when he 
gets going you can hear his tail 
tVimrnming on the seal. And bis 
overblown vocabulary is almost 
entirely taken from' the boys’ 


comics of 40 years ago; villains 


necks” in this or that “squalid” 
or “scandalous” affair. 

As a result it is tempting to 
discount what he says. Which is 
what I was doing during 
Labour’s debate, cu We&rdnster 
coundL Until, two-thirds of the 


crisis: EU still reluctant to lift embargo as family sues Government over CJD death 


Bonn and 
Paris could 
keep beef 
ban in place 


SARAH HELM and 
DONALD MACINTYRE 

Britain’s chances today of se- 
curing an easing of the beef ban 
for gelatin, tallow and semen 
was still in doubt last night as 
France remained hesitant, and 
Germany strongly signalled it 
may call for further delay. 

The French President. 
Jacques Chirac, who began a 
state visit to Britain yesterday, 
appeared ready to be support- 
ive of Britain but gave no sign 
to John Major that France 
would vole in favour of the im- 
mediate relaxation. 

Germany, meanwhile, indi- 
cated that it would seek to 
keep the pressure on Britain by 
calling for a derision to be 
stalled German sources said last 
night that although Bonn is 
not in principle against easing 
the ban, it believes more time 
will be needed to study the pub- 
lic health implications. 

A rejection of the call to ease 
the ban - or a derision to stall 
a ruling - would inflame anti- 
European sentiment in Britain 
and set the Government on a 
damaging new collision course 
with the EU. 

The Government faces an im- 
mediate backlash if today's 
meeting does not go Britain's 
way - with some Euro-sceptic 
MPs threatening to vole with 
Labour in tomorrow night's 
Commons debate on agriculture 
policy. But right-wing ministers 
will sec it reinforcing their case 
for an urgent change in the law 
to prevent British courts en- 
forcing European trade law in 
ways which wOf severely limit the 
scope for UK retaliatory mea- 
sures against the beef ban. 

The Foreign Office has gone 
out of its way to say that Britain 
will not adopt "illegal" retalia- 
tory measures. Attempts to 
block meat imports from the 
EU would almost certainlv be 


successfully challenged in the 
British courts as being in con- 
flict with European law. If the 
sceptics' proposal was accepted 
such law could not be enforced 
until m had been tested in the 
European Court of Justice. 

The Government sees to- 
day’s decision, to be taken at a 
meeting of the Europe's Stand- 
ing Veterinary Committee, as a 
crucial testofits ability to move 
towards a total lifting of the ban. 
The committee's veterinary sci- 
entists, representing each mem- 
ber state, will consider a 
proposal for modifying the ban 
from the European Commis- 
sion, which has already accept- 
ed that there is no scientific case 
for maintaining the ban on the 
three beef derivatives. 

However, whether the com- 
mission can persuade other 
member states to back its rec- 
ommendation will depend on 
the strength of controls and con- 
ditions. set out in the commis- 
sion proposal. The proposal 
had by last night gone through 
several drafts as attempts were 
made to tighten the conditions 
in order to gain the best chance 
of securing a vote in favour. 

Today’s final draft is certain 
to recommend that Britain must 
set in place strict new produc- 
tion safeguards for the beef de- 
rivatives and should agree to 
rigorous monitoring procedures 
which could take months to fi- 
nalise. Gelatin, for example, will 
in future have to be heated at 
140C for four seconds. 

In an extraordinary piece of 
horse-trading France yesterday 
suggested that it might agree to 
the Commission proposal if it 
included a call to lift the ban on 
very young British calves. The 
French veal industry is com- 
plaining about the effect of the 
blockade on their industry. 
However, the suggestion, 
viewed within the Commission 
us “cynical" was withdrawn. 





Ilia Andrews launching her 
family’s legal action against the 
Government yesterday over the 
death of her mother from 
Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease. 

Miss Andrews, 23, a catering 
student, blames the Govern- 
ment for the death of her moth- 
er. Formic Van Es, 44, in 1994 
from the human equivalent of 
“mad cow’s disease". She is 
seeking legal aid in the first case 


of relatives suing over BSE. 

Other grieving relatives 
joined Miss Andrews and her 
brothers Tjarfe, 21, ami Tjobbe, 
14, in their home town of Ban- 
bury, Oxfordshire, yesterday 
for a CJD Families Support 
Group meeting. 

Their mother, who was born 
in the Netherlands, died after 
a three-month illness. 

Miss Andrews said: “The 


meeting is to get all the fami- 
lies together and see if we can 
achieve something. If anybody 
has a heart to listen, then we 
might have some success, if 
everybody is ignorant, we don’t 
“My mom was a fit and 
healthy normal woman but she 
began to get depressed which 
was totally out of character for 
heq and that’s when we realised 
something was wrong." 


Her solid ton David Harris, 
said the possibility of 8 link be- 
tween CJD and BSE-infected 
beef had to be investigated. “[If] 
Miss Andrews’ mother was eat- 
ing beef after the Government 
had said it's sale and there is 
information that comes to fight 
on discovery that says that it 
was not, then I think she would 
have a vety valid case." 

Photograph: John Lawrence 


Mawhinney rules out referendum 


DONALD MACINTYRE AND 
DIANE COYLE 

Brian Mawhinney, Tory party 
chairman, yesterday moved to 
pre-empt any electoral threat 
from Sir James Goldsmith by 
seeking to reassure Euro-scep- 
tic voters that the Conservatives 
were now “the referendum par- 
ty." 

" He went out of his way to pro- 
mote Europe as a potential 
vote-winner for the Tories on 
the grounds that "a vote for any 
other party - whether it is seri- 
ous about power or merely 
seeking protest votes - will put 
that European future at risk." 

As Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 


cellor, made a strongly pro-Eu- 
ropean speech to the German- 
Brilish Chamber of Commerce 
Dr Mawhinney was insisting 
that "only a vote for the con- 
servative Party will guarantee 
the defence of the nation state." 

Dr Mawhinney was unequiv- 
ocal m warning - in the wake of 
talks between John Redwood, 
the former Welsh Secretary 
and Sir James - that there was 
no question of a referendum on 
the wider issue of the UK's EU 
membership, adding: “1 should 
make dear that there is no ques- 
tion of negotiating this position 
with any other party." 

Mr Clarke went out of his 
wav to stress that the EU was 


"to our national interests, both 
commercial and political.” Mr 
Clarke's passionate defence of 
the political as well as merely 
economic importance of mem- 
bership nil] be seen as a rebuke 
to those Euro-sceprics-includ- 
ing Mr Redwood-wbo have in 
effect argued that Britian sigoed 
up only for the single market” 
Mr Clarke declared: “I sim- 
ply do not believe that you can 
separate economics from poli- 
tics. The economic and trading 
interests of a nation are at the 
heart of politics; poli tidal de- 
cisions affect a nation's eco- 
nomic and trading 
environment" 

The Chancellor added: “We 


must have the sell confidence 
and the determination to play 
our proper part in shaping Eu- 
rope. In 10 or 20 years’ time I 
want to see the UK at the 
heart of an outward-looking, 
free-trading, febrible and de- 
mocratic union of nation 
states." 

The Governor of the Bank of 
England threw his weight be- 
hind the Chancellor, saying 
that British business and a large 
majority of the British people 
were “enthusiastically commit- 
ted" to the Single Market But 
he cautioned Britain's Euro- 
pean partners against pushing 
too hard or too fcisi. towards the 
single currency. 


I realised that in this case all his 
epithets wore entirety justified. 
But so devalued is the curren- 
ts of outrage and condemnation 
(will there be no patients wait- 
ing for dialysis under Labour, 
Mr McLeish?) that we some- 
times do uot know truly dread- 
ful behaviour when we see it. 


PM gives 
guidance 
on perils 
of drugs 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

John Major yesterday launched 
a “get-real" no-nonsense par- 
ents' guide to drug use, warn- 
ing them that no child, however 
bright, was safe from the temp- 
tation of drugs. 

As if to prove the point, sit- 
ting alongside the Prune Min- 
ister was Tbny Newton, the 
Leader of the House of Com- 
mons and the man spearhead- 
ing the Government’s drive 
against drug abuse, whose step- 
daughter at the weekend said 
she smoked cannabis and be- 
lieved it should be legalised. 

But Mr Newton shrugged 
off suggestions that as a parent, 
he should have given sterner 
warnings. He said he “regret- 
ted” the admission of his step- 
daughter, Verity Gilthorpe, 21, 
that she smoked up to 10 
cannabis joints a day. He said 
she had never taken drugs at 
home and that “children dis- 
agreeing with their parents is the 
oldest story in history”. 

Although Mr Major's lan- 
guage was that of a Prime Min- 
ister about to fight a general 
election - railring of the “evil 
menace" of drugs, and how they 
“kOL maim and wreck lives” -- the 

B hlet he was launching is a 
I document without fright- 
ening rhetoric. A Parents’ Guide- 
to Drugs and Solvents gives ad- 
vibe on how to identify drug 
abuse and confront children tak- 
ing drugs. It informs about the 
effects and risks of drugs rang- 
ing from ecstasy and LSD to co- 
caine and magic mushrooms. 

It says, for example that co- 
caine - “coke", “Charlie” or 
“snow” -“creates a feeling of 
well-being, decreased hunger, 
indifference to pain and tired- 
ness, and increased confidence" 
while warning that in the end 
“euphoria is replaced by rest- 
lessness, nausea, insomnia and 
weight loss" and the drug "dam- 
ages the membranes lining the 
nose and the structure sepa- 
rating the nostrils". 

Mr Major said: “We must not 
accept drug-taking as a teenage 
rite of passage. The only passage 
it can be is the passage to a 
wrecked life, or in some cases 
sadly, to no life at all.” 


Error could free IRA prisoners Sensitive to tiniest hint of terror 


FROM PAGE 1 

The Laboratory was run initially 
by the Ministry of Defence and 
more recently by the Defence 
Evaluation and Research 
agency. 

" In fact, it was Professor Bri- 
an Caddy of Strathclyde Uni- 
versity - rolled in to investigate 
the 500 cases which have passed 
through the laboratory since 
1989 - who concluded that lab- 
oratory contamination of the 
Maguires’ hand swabs was the 
only explanation for the unique 
pattern of positive results. 

Last night Alasiair Logon, so- 
licitor For the Maguire” family 

said: ‘‘This simply demonstrates 


ft 


that this laboratory has never 
been able to control contami- 
nation - the Home Secretary 
should widen the inquiry to cov- 
er the period from 1973." 

Mr Howard accepted in his 
Commons written answer that 
the discovery could lead to a 
number of terrorist eases being 
referred to the Court of Appeal 

He said: "There is a small 
theoretical possibility that any 
casework sample showing RDX 
traces may have been affected 
by the centrifuge contamination. 

’ "On present information, 
there may be around a dozen 
such eases which resulted in 
convictions," 

Those cases - and all the oth- 


ers - will now be examined by 
Professor Caddy, who will de- 
cide whether the centrifuge 
contaminated key evidence, the 
extent to which" forensic evi- 
dence helped secure a convic- 
tion. and the procedures used 
in analysis work at the labora- 
tory. 

But Michael Mansfield, a 
leading QC. said it was a “hor- 
rific" situation. "There have 
been substantial recommenda- 
tions for tightening quality 
control, none of which have 
been put into effect." he added. 

“Everyone has known about 
tlieir risks, and it should have 
been countered and revealed at 
an earlier stage.” 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

The Forensic Explosives Labo- 
ratory (FEL) in Fort Halstead 
in Sevcnoaks. Kent, has one of 
the most sensitive detection 
systems in the world. It can de- 
lect explosives residues as tiny 
as one thousand millionth of a 
gram - 100.000 times lighter than 
a grain of sand. In prosecuting 
an alleged terrorist, the presence 
of even the tiniest amount of 
RDX (a component of Scmtcx) 
or PETN (used in detonators) 
would be preseuted as proof 
posit ive of the accused's in- 
volvement with explosives. 

Bur on 14 March, an accident 


in the laboratory revealed that 
one of the key pieces of equip- 
ment — a centrifuge —was con- 
taminated with 30 millionths of 
a gram of RDX. Furthermore, 
it seems plausible that this 
could in turn have contaminat- 
ed some of the case samples. 

The samples to be tested ar- 
rive in the form of cotton swabs 
from a crime scene. The staff take 
every precaution against conta- 
mination. In the laboratory they 
may not wear watches or jew- 
ellery, and must wear disposable 
oversuits, overshoes and gloves. 
Samples are handled with glass- 
ware that is used only once. 

The preparation of samples for 
final analysis by gas chromato- 


graph (which identifies chemi- 
cals) would often use the cen- 
trifuge for purification. First, 
the swabs are soaked in a sol- 
vent, chosen to dissolve RDX 
or PETN. This mixture of liq- 
uid and solid is put in a test-tube 
and slotted into the centrifuge. 
Solids are separated from the 
liquid which is drawn off and re- 
fined for testing. 

The contamination found 
yesterday was in one of eight 
rubber bung: which pad the test- 
tubes. The bungs do not come 
into direct contact with samples. 
But after the accident, conta- 
mination was also found on the 
body of the centrifuge itself. 
This suggests some transfer of 


RDX did occur from the bung. 

The report released yesterday 
says that the bung had enough 
RDX to contaminate many 
samples. The key question 
though is whether any tests 
were falsely contaminated. The 
forensic tests always included a 
“control" sample which was 
known not to contain any ex- 
plosives. But Dr Marshall, the 
FEEs bead, admits that if a con- 
trol sample tested positive, that 
test would be abandoned. This 
means that only the tests which 
were obviously wrong were re- 
jected. Bui it is not yet known 
bow many control samples test- 
ed negative, while the case 
sample wrongly tested positive. 


1 x BRIEF 


Pofice arrest 45 in 
stolen goods sting 

Police made 45 arrests and 
recovered more than £100,000 
worth, of property yesterday at 
the culmination of an exercise 
in which they opened a fake 
second-hand shop and bought 
stolen goods from burglap. 

bn ©air, assistant chief con- 
stuole of Thames Valley Ifolice. 
said thieves were filmed at the 
east Oxford shop as they sold 
stolen property to undercover 
detectives. “It was a tremendous 
effort, and very brave, dealing 
with people who could be pret- 
ty nasty if they found out who 
you were,” he said. 

“This was an innovative 
approach by police to strike fear 
among burglars. They don_t 
knerw what will happen next." 

200 pit jobs lost 

A former British Coal pit is to 
close with the loss of 200 jobs. 
A dminis trators said there had 
been no realistic bid for Hem 
Heath colliery in Staffordshire, 
one of five owned by Coal in- 
vestments which has been run 
by admini strators called in 
earlier this year. Negotiations to 
sell the other Coal Investment 
mines are still in progress. 

Paint bomb penalty 

Three students and a teacher 
who bombarded the Conserva- 
tive Party chairman Dr Brian 
Mawhinney with paint and flour 
outside the Commons Wu re giv- 
en community service 0 £»* 
attendance centre orders by 
Bow Street magistrates. Karen 
Doyle, 19, Navecd Malik, 18. 
Amanda Egbe. 20, and Antho- 
ny Gard, 54, must also pay 
£1,000 for damaged clothes. 

IRA man in jail move 

An IRA terrorist with terminal 
cancer has been transferred 
from Northern Ireland to a jail 
in the Republic: Paddy Kelly, 43. 
was moved from Maghaberry 
prison near Lisburn to Port- 
laoise jail south of Dublin. 
Politicians on both sides of the 
border feared for the peace 
process if Kelly died in a UK 
jail. He is serving 25 years for 
attempted murder and con- 
spiring to cause an explosion. 

Seal free again 

A rare hooded seal swam back 
into the Atlantic, six months 
after she was found starving on 
a Cornish beach 2,000 miles 
from her Arctic home. The 
seal, called Robyn, was nursed 
back to health at the National 
Seal Sanctuary in Gweek, Corn- 
wall, then spent a week at the 
Hillswick WDdJife Sanctuary in 
Shetland before being released 
back to the wild. 

Nuclear leak fines v? 

The UK Atomic Energy 
Authority was ordered to pay 
more than £15,000 in fines and 
costs after radioactive waste 
leaked from an underground 
pipeline. The waste contami- 
nated groundwater with radio- 
active tritium near the Winfrith 
nuclear site in Dorset. The 
pipeline is part of a reactor shut 
down in 1990 and currently 
being decommissioned. 

Lots of cricket 

A collection of books once 
owned by the cricketer W.G, 
Grace is to be sold by auction 
in the summer. Under the ham- 
mer in Exeter on 1 1 July will be 
more than 150 volumes, many 
signed by him and some written 
by him, action pictures and a 
rare set of 1864-1915 Wisdens. 
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Picks up five times 
more women than 
i a Lamborghini. ■ 

I Forget your Italian racers. This little babe-magnet is the Daihatsu Hijet MPV. Don't laugh. It packs in E2 
six comfortable seats. A five speed gear box. Two sun roofs. Even a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. §?j 
But what really makes the Hijet MPV so attractive? The £167,503 change from a Lamborghini of course. §3 
Our price is just £8,497 on the road. For more information call us on 0800 521 700. KS 
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Heads step Bullet ‘time bomb’ taken from orphan’s head British 

^ i win 

up protest 


over exam 
leagues 




& 


X-ray showing 
location of bullet 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

School governors could face 
legal action as a result of a cam- 
paign by headteachers against 
league tables for 11 year-olds, 
it emerged last night 

The National Association of 
Head Tfeachers has called on 03v- 
eming bodies not to pass on this 
year's test results for use in 
league tables. Its general secre- 
tary, David Hart, said ministers 
had broken a promise oot to 
publish tables until after the tests 
had been carried out for a third 
time next year. He described the 
decision to issue this year’s 
marks next spring as political and 
claimed that the tests had not 
had enough time to settle in. 

Primary schools in England 
would be castigated for poor 
performance unnecessarily, be 
said, while ministers in Whies 
had decided to stick to their 
original decision not to publish 
this year. He added that there 
had been flaws in last year’s tests 
which still needed correcting 
and the tests still needed more 
time before they could be seen 
as reliable. 

Mr Hart wants schools to car- 
ry out the tests and to pass on 
their results to parents but not 
to the Government. Head- 
teachers would jeopardise their 
jobs if they refused to carry out 
their duties but governors were 
in a stronger position, he said. 
Although they would be break- 
ing the law, he hoped neither 
ministers nor parents would 
take them to court. 

The association, which rep- 
resents headteachers in the ma- 
jority of the 14,000 schools 
affected by tests for 1 1 year-olds, 
has advised its members to ask 


their governing bodies to boy- 
cott the league tables. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, had 
brought forward the publication 
so that it would take place 
before the next general election, 
Mr Hart said. “She had better 
take care in future before she 
rides rough-shod over teachers 
and heads in such a cavalier 
fashion,” he added. 

He was confident that gov- 
erning bodies would take action, 
but the National Governors’ 
Council was more reticent, say- 
ing only that some would do so. 

Pat Petch, chair of the coun- 
cil. said: “Others will weigh 
this very carefully in the balance 
and decide that they have to 
comply with the law.” 

Mrs Shephard said the 
NAHTs advice to members 
not to break the law was wel- 
come, despite its call to gover- 
nors. “Parents and the wider 
public have a right to receive vi- 
tally important information 
about the performance of 
schools,” she said. 

About 600,000 11 year-olds 
are taking (he tests in English, 
maths and science this week. 
Their papers will be marked 
externally and returned to 
schools for checking at the end 
of June. Governors must then 
pass them on to the Govern- 
ment by the end of July. 

Nigel de Gnicfay, general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation of Schoolmasters Union 
of Women Teachers, said of the 
heads’ action: “It is outrageous 
double standards for heads to 
expect governing bodies to do 
their dir t y work for them. If they 
want to ballot members to fight 
against league tables we will be 
right behind them.” 


Teraieh Cole, whose 
parents died in civil war 

GLENDA COOPER 


who had a bullet behind her 
right eye was living with a “time 
bomb ticking away” inside her 
head, the surgeon who suc- 
cessfully removed it said yes- 
terday. 

After a weekend of tests, 
doctors at the Norfolk and 
Norwich hospital operated on 
Tenneh Cole from Siena Leone 
because there was a significant 
risk of her dying through a 
brain infection. 

Yesterday a team of three 
surgeons performed a two-and- 
a-haJf-hour operation on Tfen- 
xreh to remove the 2cm bullet 
by catting ont a wedge of bone 
on her right cheek. 

The bullet, from an AK47, 
was lodged in the child’s sinus 
and pointing upwards and doc- 
tors are still not sure how it had 
entered her head. They assume 
that it was a spent bullet which 
had hit the top of the head then 
turned around as it made its way 
through her brain. 

Geoffrey Cheney, who led 
the team said he had first at- 
tempted to remove the bullet by 
making an incision through the 
roof of Tbnneh’s mouth. When 
that failed he had made a sec- 
ond cut in the cheek, but that 
was also unsuccessful and finally 
he had had to remove a half- 
inch wedge of bone from just 
underneath her right eye. 

“We have actually, I hope, 
significant^ reduced the risk of 
infection,” said Mr Cheney. 
“There was already infection be- 
hind her eye and that infection 
could have led to [a lethal] in- 
fection of the brain. 



How the bullet 

was removed 


Failed attempt at 
removal by incision 
throuqh roof of mouth 


Second cut in cheek 
also unsuccessful 


Surgeons remove 
half-inch wedge of bone 
under right eye and 
extract bullet 



Narrow escape: The AK47 bullet taken from Tenneh Cole’s head; an X-ray shows its position Photograph: Bryn Colton 


kill divorce Bill 


COLIN BROWN and 
PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Labour is threatening to kill the 
Family Law BUI, on the grounds 
that it is a “mess" after a series 
of Government retreats in the 
face of stiff opposition by Tbiy 
MPs. 

Senior Labour MPs Iasi night 
confirmed they were seriously 
considering voting against the 
Bill when it comes up for the 
third reading in the Commons, 

raising a strong rek for the Gov- 
ernment that it could lose the 
legislation. 

A dear hint that Labour will 
seek to kill the BUI is given by 
Paul Boateng, Labour’s legal af- 
fairs spokesman, in the current 
edition of House magazine in 
the Commons. 

Although Labour supported 
it on the second reading, Mr 
Boateng has made it dear he be- 
lieves it is a “dog's breakfast . 
He says the Bill was exhibiting 
“all the hallmarks of another 
disaster in the making”. He said: 
-The House has shown litUe 
enthusiasm for this BUL The 
counirv still less shares its tech- 
nocratic and Treasuiy-dnven 


impulse. How different it would 
be rf any necessary reform of di- 
vorce were indeed part of that 
larger project of supporting and 
strengthening the institution of 
marriage ana family fife* that 
Cardinal Hume and others have 
called for. Only a General Elec- 
tion can allow this to happen.” 
Some Cabinet ministers pri- 
vately believe the Government 
could be relieved if the Bill was 
defeated- It has faced strong re- 
sistance from Tbry MPs led by 
John Patten, the former Secre- 
tary of State for Education, and 
has been widely criticised out- 
side Westminster. But. there 
could also be a backlash against 
the Labour Party if it were to 
kill a Bill which offers protec- 
tions for battered women. 

Tbry rebels who oppose the 
Bill would be ready to vote with 

Labour to kill iL One of the 
leading Tbry back-bench critics 
of the BiU said: “If you wanted 
to embarrass the Government, 
there would be no better way to 
do it than to defeat the Gov- 
ernment on this B3L” 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Mackay, has staked his reputa- 
tion on getting the reforms to 


the divorce laws through Par- 
liament. Labour voted for it on 
the second reading, but there 
were free votes on two key 
amendments — for keeping the 
principle of fault in divorce, 
which was defeated, and an 18- 
rnonth cooling off period, which 

was agreed. 

Yesterday Lord Mackay 
bowed to a Labour call for an 
advisory board to advise on 
implementation of the BilL 

Lord Mackay said: “My ex- 
perience of the Marriage Work- 
ing Party, the Children Act 
Advisory Committee mid the 
Ancillary Refief [financial pro- 
vision] Advisory Group has led 
me to conclude that it is a 
good idea in principle, and it wfll 
be very useful in practice, to set 
up a new, widelj^representative 
board to advise me on research 
into supporting marriage and 
preventing marriage break- 
down, and the implementation 
of die Family Law BUL" 

The board’s functions will in- 
clude advising on the design of 
pilot schemes, monitoring the 
schemes' progress and over- 
seeing the operation of the Bill 
once It is enacted. . ' 


Baber is not amused by 
strip of cartoon history 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

The art of satire has 
from the cruel era of Sgajwg 
Image, the former Home 
Secretary Kenneth Baker a 
prime target for the puppet 
show — claimed yesterday. 

Mr Baker, the Tbry MP for 
Mole Valley- is a cartoon 
enthusiast* but hfa devouon to 
the art did not extend to the 
ITV programme wnxen so 
memorably portrayed him as a 

from the 16lh century to the 

*■’ rv phase in satire and « has 
crime to an end. » I acked i 
ikrty. wft and aH those 

maintained satire over the 

ages," Mr Baker said. 


“It did not have very much 
impact — it is an art form that 
destroyed itself by its own 
cruelty. It kicked people and 
figuratively cut off their aims 
and legs.” 

He denied claims, however, 
[ha t cartoons could destroy the 
confidence of the victims they 
caricatured. 

“It can create an impression 
of a person or a character. If 
that person is weak then it can 
sack. But if that person is strong 
he or she can survive being 

cartooned” . 

His comments were taken 
with a pinch of salt by Giles Pfl- 

Kenneth 

Bakerasashigi&onewhichwul 

haunt himfong (ternse 

of Spiting Image, Mr Filbrow 

““mi Baker, 62, 

narration and research uforl We 

Are Mot Amused, which looks at 


the Royal Family through the 
eyes of 18th century artists such 
as Gillray and Cruikshank, 
through to Ralph Steadman 
and Charles Griffon in the 
present 

The first part, to be shown on 
Friday, maps the decline from 
royals propaganda to the glee- 
ful cruelty ma licentiousness of 
Gfllray’swock. 

The documentary ’reveals 
that the Prince and Princess of 
Wiles are- not the first Royal 
couple to suffer at the bands of 
a caricaturist George IV was a 
victim after he agreed to give up 
his Catholic mistress for a more 
suitable match. Cartoonists of 
the day freely satirised the 
situation. 

Ibday the love triangle is 
paralleled in the relationships 
between the Prince and ftmeess 
and Camilla Parker Bowles — 
and the programme explores 
the way that contemporary 
. carto onis ts have made similar 
comedic capital from ft. 


“It was a bit like a time 
bomb,” he said. “It could have 
gone off at any time." 

Thun eh was hiL by a stray bul- 
let 16 months ago during the civ- 
il war in Sierra Leone which 
d aimed the lives of her parents. 

She was found cowering in a 
derelict farmhouse by a couple 
also fleeing from the rebels. Af- 
ter she was wounded in the 
crossfire Maiomoh Cole and his 
pregnant wife carried her 250 

Cat stirs 
fears of 
crime ties 
to visitor 

The “extraordinary" tale of a 
very wealthy young business- 
woman from Latvia, her Persian 
cat and the suspicious immi- 
gration officer, unfolded in 
London’s High Court yesterday. 

Vita Kokorevica was “un- 
reasonably” refused entry to the 
UK after doubts were raised 
that she was a gen nine business 
visitor, because she was travel- 
ling with her pet, named Dana, 
a judge heard. 

Tbm Craxford, appearing for 
the 22-year-old company di- 
rector, asked Mr Justice Lath- 
am to quash an immigration 
officer’s refusal to allow her to 
enter the country last Septem- 
ber at Gatwick Airport He 
said her obvious wealth and 
East European background 
seemed to make officials think 
she was linked to organised 
crime, and was rather like 
Blofeld, the cat-loving arch- 
vfllain of James Bond films. 

Bat the judge, describing the 
case as extraordinary, said the 
official had not come to an un- 
lawful decision, as Ms Kokore- 
vica bad failed to satisfy the 
authorities site was genuinely in 
the country on business. 

“Business people don’t usu- 
ally come with cats. It is as sim- 
ple as that,” he said and rejected 
the application. 

Mr Croxford described Ms 
Kokorevica as “a rich, young 
Eastern European travelling 
with a cat - nothing more". She 
was a company director of Vigo 
Stores (UK) Ltd, which rented 
andleased luxury cars, and her 
cat was her constant travelling 
companion. She earned a salary 
of up to £140,000 a year. 

She told immigration au- 
thorities she would be staying 
at Oaridges Hotel in London, 
because the £L2m property 
she had just bought to stay in 
during business trips to the 
' UK, was unfurnished. 

When her cat, who had been 
travelling as hand luggage, was 
taken away because of the UK’s 
quarantine laws, she became 
distressed. 

Officials worried about her 
ostentatious wealth contacted 
the organised crime squad, af- 
ter a luggage search revealed 
she had enormous receipts for 
gold and jewellery. 

A solicitor Bernard Andon- 
ian, representing Ms Kokore- 
vica, described Dana as “one of 
the world’s best travelled cats” 
who had been to Russia, Switz- 
erland and other countries. But 
not, it seemed, to Britain. 


miles to the country’s capital 
Freetown, dodging rebel patrols 
and begging for food. 

There, a British couple, 
Cblonel Mark Cook aod his wife 
Caroline, who run a children's 
home in Sierra Leone, arranged 
for her to be brought to Eng- 
land and doctors at the Norfolk 
and Norwich agreed to treat her 
without charge. 

Mr Cheney said Ifenneh had 
been very hicky not to have been 


killed outright. “If that was a 
high velocity bullet and if it went 
into your bead it would normally 
blow your face off,” he said. 

Doctors will monitor her 
progress over the next few days 
and also try to find out why she 
is deaf. “From what we have 
been told her deafness was rel- 
atively recent and started after 
a small fever,” said Mr Cheney. 

Mr Cheney said Tfenneh’s 
face was badly swollen after the 


operation but when he had last 
seen her she was coming round 
and “gently complaining". She 
is back on a children’s ward. 

“I would not mind betting 
that by tomorrow she is up and 
about," added Mr Cheney. “I 
am very impressed at the way 
she has settled down on the 
ward over here. She has made 
great friends with the nurses ... 
on the face of it she seems a 
normal, happy child." 


wm race 
to refit 
QE2 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Deputy Business Editor 

The new Norwegian owners of 
the QE2 are io have the Cunard 
flagship refined in a British yard 
for the first time in a decade fol- 
lowing the fiasco which befell 
the vessel after its overhaul 
two years ago in Germany. 

Kvaeruer. which acquired 
Cunard earlier this year as part 
of its £900m takeover of the par- 
ent company Trafalgar House, 
yesterday announced that the 
£12m refit is to be carried out 
at the A&P Group's vard in 
Southampton. 

In winning the contract, the 
British yard beat off a number 
of Continental rivals, including 
Blohm and Voss, the Bremen 
shipyard responsible for the 
ill-fated refit of 1994. On the 
QE2’s first voyage after the re- 
fit, passengers complained of ex- 
ploding toilets, unfinished 
cabins and blocked corridors. 
The fiasco cost the then Cunaid 
chief executive John Olsen his 
job and Trafalgar House £8m in 
compensation. 

Some parts of the ship that 
were refitted in 1994 are being 
overhauled again, Cunard said'. 
One “amendment" will be lo re- 
place wooden flooring in Ihe 
Lido, an informal dining area, 
with carpeting, after passengers 
complained about the noise. 

The number of passenger 
berths is being reduced from 
1,760 to 1,500, and the main 
Mauretani restaurant is being 
upgraded with new furnishings 
and new cuisine. 

The refit in November will 
take 19 days and provide work 
for more than 1,000 fitters. The 
QE2 is scheduled to set sail 
again the day after the refit is 
completed on 11 December 
from Plymouth to Le Havre, 
and then to New York. 

A spokesman said Cunard 
was confident it would not have 
a repeat of the ni ghtmar e in 
1994, when hundreds of con- 
tractors were still on board 
carrying out remedial work 
when the QE2 set sail after her 
German refiL 
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Gulf war mine victim wins £lm 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

A former soldier who was blind- 
ed and lost a leg clearing Gulf 
war mines without any safety 
equipment yesterday won a 
compensation case estimated to 
be worth more than £lin. 

The case opens the way for 
several more against Royal 
Ordnance, a subsidiary of 
British Aerospace, which had 
won a £60m contract from 
Kuwaiti to clear minefields laid 
by retreating Iraqis. Of the 1 10 
people employed in clearing the 
mines, eight were killed and at 
least 13 seriously injured. 

Paul Jefferson, 39. was blown 
up in Kuwait in 1991. Royal 
Ordnance had told Mr Jeffer- 
son, a former Royal Engineers, 
captain, he “could get on the 
next plane home’' if he refused 
to work without safely equip- 
ment. the High Court heard. 

His compensation claim was 
halted yesterday after Royal 
Ordnance agreed to pav 73 per 
cent of his damages, with costs 
estimated at £500,000. Damages 
were estimated to be “substan- 
tially above £lm”. 

“As a soldier I expected to be 
expendable but I never expect- 


ed to be expendable for pr 
be said yesterday. MrJcffe 


jrafit,*’ 
ferson. 

who was also lost a finger in the 
accident, said he would use 
some of the money for treat- 
ment. “But this is not a sob sto- 
ry. It is a moral vjctoiy against 
Royal Ordnance.” His barrister, 
Andrew Hogarth, had told the 
court: “Half he been wearing 
protective goggles, he would 
have kept his sight-” 

No equipment or protective 
clothing was provided for the 
Royal Ordnance employees in 
the Gulf, Mr Hogarth said. Mr 
Jefferson and three other team 
members had been forced to try 
to dispose of Iraqi mines by at- 
tempting to set fire to them us- 
ing makeshift apparatus 
including petrol in a Coca-Cola 
can. The unit was also expect- 
ed to “scavenge” for equipment 
left by retreating enemy forces. 

On one such operation, Mr 
Jefferson entered a mines 
dump, where he trod on a 
mine. The unit’s first-aid equip- 
ment comprised “a few plasters 
and some aspirin” and it was 
three days before he was flown 
to Britain for treatment. 

William Norris, for the de- 
fence, had argued that Mr Jef- 


ferson was a “cavalier operator” 
who took unnecessary risks. 
On Monday, the defence pro- 
duced a picture of Mr Jefferson 
on a “minefield” in A fghanistan 
wearing no protective cloth- 
ing. But this turned out to be a 
publicity photograph for a hu- 
manitarian organisation he had 
worked for, teaching local peo- 
ple to recognise and deal with 
mines. The photograph was 
posed “on a perfectly safe piece 
of road,” he said. 

Mr Jefferson said there had 
never been an accident on any 
of the previous mine-clearance 
missions he had been on, in- 
cluding work in Angola, Saadi 
Arabia, Iran and Af ghanistan. 

St Dunstans, a charitable or- 
ganisation which works with 
blind people injured “in the 
course of their duty for the na- 
tion”, contributed to Mr Jef- 
ferson’s legal costs. 

Before the Kuwait accident, 
Mr Jefferson had worked for 
three years as a freelance mine- 
disposal expert, earning about 
£60,000 a year. “It wasn’t for the 
danger,” he said yesterday. “It 
was something f was good at 
and I found it a satisfying oc- 
cupation in problem-solving.” 



Paul Jefferson: Blinded and lost a leg clearing mines 


Photograph: Dillon Bryden 
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More power for 
schools to block 
disruptive pupils 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

Ministers axe planning to make 
h more difficult for families of 
disruptive pupils to force 
schools to take them back, 
after teachers twice threatened 
action over disruptive pupils. 

As the family of one boy 
threatened legal action to dear 
his name, education officials 
said they were considering leg* 
islation to make it more diffi- 
cult for an appeals panel to 
overturn a school’s decision to 
expelapupil- 

Ricbard WDding, a 13 year- 
old from Nottingham who was 
involved in 30 disruptive inci- 
dents in two terms, ana Graham 
Cram, a 12 year-old from Ty- 
neside who was alleged to have 
attacked a teacher, were rein- 
stated by appeals panels after 
being excluded from school. 

fa both cases staff threatened 
to strike if the children re- 
turned and in both cases a 
compromise was eventually 
reached under which they 
would be taught m isolation. 

Last night a spokesman for 
GiDian Shephard, the Secretary, 
of State for Education, said she 
understood the schools’ diffi- 
culties even though such cases 
were not common. ‘The Gov- 
ernment is looking at ways in 
which the system might be 
refined to minimise the in- 
stances where reinstatement 
decisions are seriously ques- 
tionable,” she said. 

The move, which could be 
announced within tbenext few 
weeks, will form part of a wide- 
rangmg initiative on school dis- 
cipline disclosed last month. 

Mrs Shephard also plans to 
make it more difficult for par- 


ents to refuse permission for 
their children to be kept in 
detention, and to allow schools 
to suspend pupils for longer pe- 
riods before being forced to per- 
manently exclude them. 

Next week David Hart, gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Head Teachers, 
will meet officials at the de- 
partment to press for more 
radical action. The association 
wants appeals panels to have 
legally qualified chairmen and 
independent members, to have 
to justify their decisions and to 
have to take into account the 
needs of the whole school 
rather than just the excluded 
pupfl. The National Association 
of Schoolmasters Union of 
'Women Tbachers, which led 
the action at Glaisdale and 
Hebburn schools, wants them 
abolished but the NAHT has 
not gone that for. 

Ministers have been forced 
into more immediate action 
on exclusions by recent event. 
No sooner had Richard Wild- 
ing been returned to Glaisdale 
School in Nottin gham than 
staff at Hebburn Compi - heti- 
sive on Tyneside threatened to 
strike over Graham Cram. 

The second case was tem- 
porarily resolved on Mem day 
but yesterday Graham's father , 
Peter, said he planned to go to 
court to dear his son’s name. 
The boy was accused of hitting 
and kidting a male teacher 


who tried to prevent him from 
lpled by 
drenwhile leaving assembly. 


being tram] 


other chil- 


Mr Cram said hits son's ac- 
tions were simply a defensive re- 
sponse and that he had been 
shaken and rugby tackled. “We 
are getting Graham’s name 
cleared," he added. 


£50m needed for 
children’s safety 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Ministers must pledge up to 
£50m to make schools secure in 
the wake of the Dunblane 
tragedy and the killing of head 
teacher Phflip^ Lawrence, head 
teachers said last night. 

As a report on school secu- 
rity, commissioned after the 
stabbing of Mr Lawrence out- 
side his north-London school 
last December, was published 
yesterday there was growing 
controversy over the govern- 
ment’s ^Dmgness to pay for die 
measures it suggests. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, ac- 
cepted all the recommendations 
of the report and promised 
that money would be made 
available in due course, but the 
heads said emergency funds 
should be found immediately. 

The working group reviewed 
its report after the shooting of 
16 pupils at Dunblane primary 
school in March. 

The report calls for police 
powers to search for weapons 
on school premises, a move al- 
ready before Parliament as an 
addition to a Private Member’s 
Bill, and for carrying a weapon 
in a school to become a enmi- 
nal offence. It also suggests a 
change in the law which would 


allow in traders in schools to be 
arrested. New schools, it says, 
should be built with extra at- 
tention to security and Home 
Office funding for dosed-dreuit 
televisions should be considered 
sympathetically. 

However, any new money is 
likely w come under the Grants 
for Education Support and 
Txaxniog programme, Gest, in 
which focal authorities must 
supply 40 per cent of the funds. 
It would not be available until 
the 1997-98 financial year. 

David Ifan, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said last night 
that the cost of implementing 
the report could come to be- 
tween £500 and £2,000 per 
school. Between £25m and 
£50m should be made available 
immediately, he said, adding: “I 
am very disappointed that the 


Secretary of State has back- 
pedalled and is hiding behind 
the Treasury by repeating the 
age-old rubrick that it depends 
on competing priorities." 

Mrs Shephard said the Gov- 
ernment would provide a ■‘sub- 
stantial sum” of “new” money, 
though ft would not be available 
immediately. *1 believe we shall 
be able to meet what the work- 
ing group on school security 
wants to see,” she said. 


DAILY POEM 


In Barbara HepwortfTs Garden, St Ives 

By Hugh Popham 

The sea, always the sea, 
its cutting edge with the land 
the sictde-blade of the bay 
where adze on frame and keelson 


the herring gulls’ harsh clamour. 

Up in the seem garden 
behind St la’s tower, 
the ring of a different hammer; 
tapping on gouge and chisel- 
the sculptor's tensioned power. 

Beyond and far and farther 
deeper than whale's sounding 
the tin mine’s reeking adit 
imagination plunges. 

Higher than hunting buzzard 

high over quoir and dolmen 

imagination ranges 

to soar and pause uncertain 

in that empyrean - 

and find through the cloud curtain 

the airman’s double sunrise. 

Tap tap tap of mallet 

deep in the privy garden 

dehingfiom block to billet 

the transformed inward image; 

water and wood and stone 

speaking to flesh and bone, 

eye true, hand firm, as the shipwright's, 

adept to explore and chart 

the complexities of art 

HughPOpbam was bom in Devon in 1920, His first colleetioi 
of poems was published in 1944 and won the Bod lev Head no 
?f Be ’«2S v “ s ®5 aa appeared in numerousSthologics 
mduding Phihp Lartm’s Book of 20th Ceruurv ifw 
A Mval biograph^/l Damned Cunning Fellow, was shortlist 
ed for the Marsh Biography Award. 
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Aspirin 
‘cure’ for 
bowel 
cancer 

GLENDA COOPER 

Aspirin could have the poten- 
tial to treat one of the most 
common cancers in westernised 
countries according to a lead- 
ing cancer charity. 

Laboratory tests carried out 
by the Cancer Research Cam- 
paign found that the household 
drug slowed down the growth of 
bowel cancer cells and caused 
some to self-destruct. Pre-can- 
cer cells and cancerous cells 
were taken from the large bow- 
el and cultivated in the labora- 
tory. The results were published 
in the American-based journal 
Cancer Research yesterday. At 
present no human trials have 
been arranged. 

“We already know that reg- 
ular aspirin intake may reduce 
the risk of large bowel cancer 
by up to 50 per cent," said Pro- 
fessor Chris Paras keva, who 
heads the CRC Colorectal Tu- 
mour Biology Research Group 
at the University of Bristol. 
“But the study now shows it 
might be posable to develop as- 
pirin or aspirin-Uke compounds 
into anti-cancer drugs.'* 

Cancer of the large bowel ac- 
counts for 19,000 deaths in the 
UK every year. It mainly affects 
people over 40 and the main 
form of treatment is presently 
surgery and occasionally 
chemotherapy. 

The director general of the 
CRC, Professor Gordon 
McVie, said: “This is a signifi- 
cant step forward towards find- 
ing an eventual cure for cancer 
ofthe large bowel. It is also par- 
ticularly important because 
there had been no significant fail 
in the death rate for patients 
with cancer of the large bowel 
for over 40 years." 

Aspirin has already been 
proved to be efficacious for 
heart attack and stroke vic- 
tims, improving survival rates by 
as much as a quarter. But doc- 
tors warn that bealUiy people 
shouWjAptiake aspirin simply 
as a precautionary measure as 
there is the possibility, of rare 
side effects such as internal 
bleeding. 


news 


Window on the past: Margaret Richardson, chairman of the Lutyens Trust, hands over ‘Goddards', near Dorking, 
Surrey, to Peter Pearce of the Landmark Trust. The trust, set up to rescue and restore buildings of historical and 
architectural importance, will eventually let the Victorian house as a holiday home Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


Thornton said: 
‘I have killed 
your father’ 


WILL BENNETT 

The son of Malcolm Thornton 
yesterday described how he 
heard his father scream as he 
was stabbed to death by his wife 
Sara while he lay in a drunken 
stupor. 

Martin Thornton said that he 
did not hear any argument be- 
fore bis stepmother stabbed 
his father with a kitchen knife 
in the living room of their home 
in Atherstone, Warwickshire. 

He told Oxford Crown 
Court: “I heard my father 
scream so I came downstairs 
and I gpt halfway down and Sara 
was standing at the bottom and 
she looked at me and just said, 
"Martin, 1 have killed your 
father’." 

Mr Thornton was giving ev- 
idence on the second day of the 
retrial of his stepmother which 
was ordered by the Court of Ap- 
peal. Mis Thornton, 41, denies 
murdering her alcoholic hus- 
band in 1989. She says that she 
stabbed him accidentally after 
a row and that he regularly bear 
her up. 

At the time of the killing 


Martin Thornton, now 27, was 
living with his father and step- 
mother while he helped the for- 
mer run a shop in Aibezstone. 

Mr Thornton said yesterday 
that two days before the stab- 
bing his stepmother threatened 
his rather, who was drunk, with 
a knife during a row and warned 
him not to touch her daughter 
Luise. He told the court: “She 
said, "if you touch my daughter 
I am going to kill you’. I then 
disarmed Sara and put the 
knife into the kitchen sink. 

T would say ihal she was veiy 
angry and that it was threaten- 
ing but I don't think there 
would have been any further ac- 
tion taken at the time." 

Describing the night his fa- 
ther was stabbed Mr Thornton 
said: "He was drunk. There was 
an argument between my father 
and Sara ... my father did say 
that he wanted her out of the 
house and he did throw her 
clothes out of the bedroom 
window into the front garden." 

That evening, Luise, Mrs 
Thornton's daughter from a 
previous marriage, was sent to 
stay with friends and Martin 


Thornton went out for a drink 
with his stepmother. They left 
separately tci avoid giving the 
impression that he was taking 
sides and he returned home be- 
fore she did. 

He said: “My father was h*- 
ing on the couch fast, asleep.' 1 
asked him if he wanted a cup of 
lea and there was no response 
so I left him asleep on the couch 
and went to bed. 

“Sometime after that 1 heard 
the front door open. I auto- 
matically assumed that this was 
Sara returning home... She 
came up and opened my bed- 
room door and looked in. I did 
not acknowledge that she was 
there." He said that he then 
heard somebody rummaging 
around in the cutlery drawer in 
the kitchen and then every- 
thing was quiet for a couple of 
minutes before he heard his 
father scream. 

He added (hat when i.c went 
downstairs: “Sara said as I went 
into the lounge not to pull the 
knife out of him but it was al- 
ready out and was lying between 
his legs on the floor." 

The case continues. 


Officers ‘harassed PC’ 


A woman police officer broke 
down yesterday as she told an 
industrial tribunal how a col- 
league suggested she should 
have sex with a glue-sniffer in 
the back of a police van. 

Constable Karen 'Wade, 26, 
claimed she was sexually ha- 
rassed by colleagues in the 
Wsst Yorkshire Baoce Force. PC 
Wade, who is stationed at Hot 
beck, Leeds, described a string 
of incidents, including sexual 
comments, name-calling, and 
humiliation by colleagues. 

The officer, who has been on 
sick leave suffering from stress 
since making an allegation of 


sexual harassment against PC 
Dean Mountain, 30, and 
Sergeants Ian Devey, 32, and 
Paul Fountain, 30, of Leeds po- 
lice, in Jnly last year, told the 
hearing how, while on patrol in 
a police van in July, 1995, she 
and colleagues, in chiding Sgt 
Fountain and PC Mountain, 
picked up a member of the pub- 
lic “high on glue”. She said: “PC 
Mountain started malting com- 
ments to the civilian, saying 
"Have you ever done it with a 
woman?’ Then he said “What 
about her?’... referring to me. 
He kept on, saying *Wouldn’t 
you like to give her one?"’ 


PC Wade, who joined West 
Yorkshire Police in April 1992. 
told the Leech; tribunal of occa- 
sions when she felt embarrassed 
and humiliated by the officers. 
She said comments started soon 
after she joined Holbeck station 
in August, 1994, when officers 
complained she was only selected 
for a CID placement “because 
I was a woman”. 

Matters came to a head at the 
end of July last year when PC 
Wide was diagnosed as suffer- 
ing from hyperventilation and 
stress-related symptoms, and 
was signed off sick. 

The case continues. 
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Britain’s dirty beaches still fail test 


Seaside standards 


■How Europe's beaches compare for safe bathing ... 
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Belgium 

39 

97.4 

12.8 

0 

Denmark 

1188 

95.6 

83.5 

0.2 

Germany 

446 

85 

67.3 

2.7 

Greece 

1526 

98 

95.6 

0-5 

Spain 

1519 

96.7 

84.8 

0.7 

France '• 

1874 

88.4 

64,7 

5.7 

Ireland 

108 

98.1 

88.0 

0 

Italy 

4592 

91.5 

85.5 

2.9 

Netherlands 

46 

65.2 

41.3 

30.4 

Portugal 

333 

91.6 

81.7 

2.4 

Britain 

464 

89 

49.6 

0 

Finland 

100 

73 

61 

25 

Sweden 

252 

44.8 

33.3 
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NICHOLAS SCHOON 
Environment Correspondent 

Sewage pollution of Britain's 
beaches may be declining, but 
the United Kingdom compares 
poorly with the rest of Europe, 
figures released in Brussels yes- 
terday reveal. 

Despite having one of the 
continent's longer coastlines, the 
UK designates and monitors 
pollution on a much smaller 
number of beaches than Italy, 
Spain, Greece, Denmark and 
France. 

But the dirty man of Europe 
in this domain is the newcom- 
er to the European Union, 
Sweden, usually among the 
most progressive on environ- 
mental issues. They have the 
most poliuLed beaches and the 
worst monitoring record. 

Publishing figures for com- 
pliance with the EU's bathing 
water directive yesterday, the 
environmental commissioner 
Ritt Bjerregaard was deeply 


disappointed that 3.000 desig- 
nated beaches in the union - 
one in 13 - still failed to meet 
the legal, mandatory standard 
10 years after it should have 
come into force. 

“I’m not prepared to let the 
matter rest.’’ she said. “I intend 
to keep pressure up on the 
member slates to ensure that 
the directive is fully applied." 

In Britain, S9 per cent of our 
464 designated beaches met 
the mandatory standard for 
sewage .bacteria Iasi summer - 
slightly below the average of 
915 but a marked improved on 
the SO per cent pass rate in 1993. 

Seven nations scored higher 
but the UK beat Germany and 
France. Ireland claimed the 
cleanest beaches of all. 

On the more stringent, 
guideline standards for sewage 
bacteria Britain performed 
much worse. Just under half of 
UK beaches achieved them, 

compared with a community av- 
erage of SO per cent. Sweden, 



the Netherlands and Belgium 
came lower than Britain. 

Italy designates and monitors 
10 times as many beaches as 
Britain, which covers about the 
same number as Germany. But 
the co mmi ssion’s figures show 
that Britain’s monitoring is sec- 


ond to none with none of our Several member stales in- 
464 designated beaches failing 
to provide sufficient data. 

The EU depends on the 
member states for the reliabil- 
ity of the data. “We have to be- 
lieve them until we have proof 
to the contrary," said an official. 


up to the mandatory standards, failed, should come up to 
Britain had promised that al- scratch this summer after com- 
pletion of a £150m scheme. 
But a few other designated 
beaches around the coast will 
continue to routinely M the di- 
rective's mandatory standard for 
several years to come. 


ecuted in the European 
for foiling to comply with the di- 
rective. The commission is in- 
sisting that Italy, Spain, 
Germany and Fiance present 
plans to bring all their 1 


most all UK beaches would 
comply by this year. An expen- 
sive programme of improving 
coastal sewage works was ac- 
celerated, adding to water bills. 

Blackpool, which has always 


Bonfire 
victim in 
link with 

drugs 

MICHAEL STREETER 

A man found dead on a forest 
bonfire may have been mur- 
dered because of his connections 
with the drugs underworld, 
detectives said yesterday. 

Gwent detectives identified 
the body as that of Tyrone 
France, M, and said he was 
known to have links with the 
drugs trade in Newport. His 
charred remains were found on 
a five-foot high bonfire in Went- 
wood forest at the weekend. 

. Police believe Mr France 
may have been killed over a 
drug deal or out of revenge. 
However, they have ruled out 
linU with drugs-rclated deaths 
in other parts of the country. It 
is not yet known how he died. 

Detective Superintendent Ian 
Johnston, heading the murder 
hunt, said: “We are treating 
this as a local matter and are 
looking at a number of theories. 
Wc believe there is a definite 
connection with the drugs scene 
and are urgently seeking to in- 
terview oil his known associates." 

Detectives said the dead man 
had also used the surname 
Holmes, and had oonvictu. .’S for 
dishonesty offences. 

Mr France, who was over six- 
foot tall and hod dark hair, was 
last seen alive on Friday night al 
a number of pubs — including 
the Riverade Tavern in Clarence 
Place — and police want anyone 
who saw him to contact them. A 
man who bad been with Mr 
France was interviewed by police 
yesterday but was not in custody. 
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than animals because an animal can roam 
when it is hungry. 

September There is a big welt on my 
arm where 1 was whipped yesterday for 
foiling asleep at the loom. 

October The boss says we are behind 
on the carpet. We are too slow. 
So instead of starting at six we will start 
at four. And instead of stopping at eight 
we will stop at 1 1. Three boys are crying 
but I feel too tired to cry. 

November A big commotion today. 
Nageshwar and his two younger 
brothers escaped. 

December Nageshwar is back and we 
have been told that the same thing will 
happen to us if we try to escape. He has 
been branded with hot iron rods. 

January I want to study, I want to be 
a teacher, and when 1 grow up I wifi 
earn money and help my father out of his 
debt. That’s what i want to do, if I get 
out of here. 


February I don’t know why I am here. 
I think my Papa sold me to the boss to 
learn a trade and now the boss says 1 
must do exactly what he tells me. 

March It’s the same every day. We go 
from our beds to the loom at six. No-one 
must talk. We tie tiny knots all day, the 
smallest ones on the carpet because we 
have small fingers. Work, work, work. 
My fingers crack and weep and sometimes 
my eyes get all blurred. We get a cup of 
dahl and half an hour to rest then go back 
to the loom til! night time. There is no 
more food. We are too tired to play. 

April Paro talked today and the boss 
lashed her with the cane. He shouted 
at us "if you children speak you are 
not giving your whole attention to 
the product." 

May My fingers bled again and the boss 
got angry with me for getting blood on 
the loom. He says I will work extra hours 
for the next two days and I will be fined 
and that will increase my father's debt to 
him. I cried when he talked about Papa. 
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June The boy who lost a hand, poor 
Rangilal, he fainted today. We begged 
the boss to open the window. “The 
mud walls are hot sir. The thermometer 
says 105 sir." But the window stays 
shut to keep out the insects that eat 
the wool. 

July Not much light gets through the 
polythene slats in the roof. It's hard to 
see the pattern. I made mistakes today 
and I’m frightened what will happen 
when the boss finds out. 

August In bed tonight, Nageshwar told 
me his plan to escape. He is brave but he 
is bigger than me. He said we live worse 


This diary is based on Interviews with 
Madan Ram and other children 
recently working in carpet factories in 
Uttar Pradesh, India. 

These children hove been rehabil- 
itated with the help of Christian Aid, 
but in India alone an estimated 15 
million children still spend their entire 
childhoods slaving in bonded labour 
to help their parents out of debt. 

Christian Aid works to fight child 
labour In countries throughout the 
Third World. We can't do this without 
your help. Please give all you can in 
Christian Aid Week. 


I enclose a cheque/PO made payable go Christian Aid fan £250* CD £20fO £l(X)0 £50D £2SD £I0Q Other £ 

(Access /V) M / Other please specify) Card No. | | | | | ) | | | | ] ~ | ~ [ | | | | Expiry Dace 

Signature Name 

Address 


Or please debit my credit card. 


Postcode 


Sand ymr deration mChrfetun AJd.Fre«poa MR81OT. MandiCKer Ml 9AZ. 
Ratfund Oarlqr No, 256003 
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Christian Aid 

We believe in life before death 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF 2Jj£ CGJPERATIVE BANK. 


Whistleblower saved 
company £40m loss 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A whistleblower who exposed a 
£lm-a-y ear waste disposal fraud 
prevented the loss of a £40m in- 
vestment and hundreds of jobs 
in Britain, the whistleblowers’ 
charity said yesterday. 

Public Concern at Work said 
the case highlights the need for 
a whistleblowers' Bill, which is 
due to return to the Commons 
in July when the Government 
will have to decide whether to 
try to vote ildownornoL Min- 
isters have not acted to block it 
- while making clear their op- 
position despite the widespread 
cross-party support the Public 
Interest Disclosure Bill enjoys. 

In the waste disposal case, an. 
employee realised that col- 
leagues were stealing costly 
new material from a customer 
while allegedly collecting its 
waste. He contacted the chari- 
ty whose lawyers notified the 
firm which hired commercial in- 
vestigators. The fraudsters were 


caught red-handed, the police 
were called in, a £l_25m-a-ycar 
fraud was exposed, and prose- 
cutions are pending. 

“Once the company realised 
why profits had been so poor, 
it reversed its plans to divert a 
£40ra investment to Germany, 
so saving hundreds of local 
jobs," the charity said. 

In other cases, an employee 
of a food wholesaler realised his 
firm was supplying rotten meat 
to supermarkets. He informed 
the supennarkets who found the 
allegations true. The employee 
was sacked, later winning com- 
pensation and a job with a lo- 
cal competitor who, the charity 
said, “saw the benefits of hav- 
ing someone on the staff who 
was prepared to look after the 
interests of its customers”. 

The examples are from more 
than 300 involving serious mal- 
practice at work which the char- 
ity says it dealt with duiing its 
second year and which it argues 
reinforce the case for the Pri- 
vate Member's Bill sponsored 


by the Labour MP Don Touhig. 
It would protect whistleblowers 
from unfair dismissal and pun- 
ishment. providing they have 
raised their concerns internal- 
ly first and with the relevant reg- 
ulatory authorities. Whistle- 
blowers would haw to establish 
that they acted in the public 
interest and would not be pro- 
tected if they attempted to 
profit from their actions. 

Gqy Dehn. the charity's di- 
rector, said “good businesses 
welcome whlsrleblowers", as 
evidenced by support for the Bill 
from the Institute of Directors 
and big companies such as Cad- 
bury Schweppes, Esso and the 
National Westminster Bank. 

But, he added: " Without 
legal protection for whistle- 
blowers. responsible firms will 
continue to be ripped off by- 
rogue operators, and public 
safety will be endangered." 

O Public Concern at ffurfc- Sec- 
ond Annual Report. 42 
Kingsway, London WC2 6EN. 
£5. Helpline 0171-404-6o09. 


“DOLPHIN’S 
WALK-IN SHOWER 
MAKES SHOWERING 
EASIER & SAFER” 


From Walk-In dmwers that allow you 
easy access and superior comfort, to a whole 
range of bathing and showering pnxlucts, 
Dolphin Special Needs Bathrooms make 
bathing so safe and enjoyable. To find out 
what a Dolphin Special Needs shower or 
power bath can mean to you, call us rrxlav on 

0800 62 62 48 

for a free ‘no obligation' home survey and 
for details of our current niters, or return 
the freepost coupon. 

DolpKTn 

S PECIAL N EEDS BATHROOMS 
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Christian Aid Week. May 12-18. Give now. Ring 0345 000 300. 
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Labour backs Brown 
plan to cut youth dole 


politics 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The Labour leadership is to 
rally round Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor, in a show 
of unity today in defence of his 
controversial plans to cut the 
dole for young people who 
refuse training places and to 
withdraw child benefit from 
the parents of 16- 18-year-old 
students. 

Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, and shadow Cabinet 
members David Blunken, Jack 
Straw and Chris Smith, will 
join Mr Brown on the platform 
this morning to launch a f 1.6tm 
"New Deal for the Lost Gen- 
eration. 1 " combining training 
and work schemes. 

Mr Brown's plan to cut 
income support for under-25s 
if they refuse work or training 
places split the shadow Cabinet 
when he floated it in November. 
It has been underfire at all lev- 
els of the Labour Party. 



Successors fail 
to excite Mellor 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

David Mellor, the first Secretary 
of State for National Heritage, 
was yesterday called to give 
judgement on his successors - 
and his verdict suggested their 
performances were resound- 
ingly mediocre. 

Mr Mellor, now a broad- 
caster and presenter as well as 
an MP. was unseated from the 
Cabinet in 1992. 

Since then there have been 
three heritage secretaries in 
almost as many years, including 
Stephen DoireH, now Secret aiy 
of State for Health, who was 
widely perceived as uninter- 
ested in the job, and Virginia 
Bottomley, the incumbent 

In an apparent reference to 
Mr Don-ell - who, when asked, 
had not been able lo remember 
the last film he had seen - Mr 
Mellor warned the National 
Heritage Select Committee that 
the post of heritage secretary re- 
quired genuine interest in the 
issues. 

"You have got to believe that 
cultural values matter. They’re 
not just a spray-on addition to 
cultural table talk. Nobody re- 
members all the emperors 
Mozart had to slave for, but they 
remember Mozart." Mr MeDor 


told the inquiry into the remit 
and structure of the Department 
of National Heritage. 

"What matters is the moti- 
vation and calibre of minis- 
ters, ” be added. 

The former minister ex- 
pressed discontent at the han- 
dling of the National Lottery 
and the Mille nnium Commis- 
sion, and gave broad hints that 
he regretted having to step 
down from the Cabinet 

“1 frankly think there’s room 
for more direction, when you 
look at what they’re planning for 
the mfflenninm- We’re going to 
get a load ofmiUemuuni village 
halls - is that really what we 
want?” 

He also criticised the ap- 
pointment to the MBlenmum 
Commission of Patrick Scotland 
QC, who is said to have faded 
to attend meetings. 

"In relation to the lottery, it 
b not self-evident that just be- 
cause you are a successful fe- 
male barrister, or have won a 
gold medal in the bobsleigh, that 
you are the right person to de- 
cide,” Mr Mellor continued. 

“Parliament should have tak- 
en tbe lead with the millennium. 
When Isee some of the schemes 

1 wonder which millennium 
they think they are aiming for.” 


Dobson attacks 
wrongdoers of 
Westminster 


T he Conservative Party has 
sunk so low that in the af- 
fair of Westminster City Coun- 
cil it reversed the moral 
stricture from the Book of 
FSuJms which is set above the 
door of the Old Bailey, the 
Commons was told yesterday. 

In a graphic conclusion to his 
denunciation of all concerned, 
from 10 Downing Street 
through Dame Shirley Porter to 
council officials, in the “hom»- 
for-votes" scandal. Frank Dob- 
son said the Tories we re 
“beyond redemption _■ Above 
the door at the Old BailCT were 
the words: "Defend the children 
of the poor and punish the 
wrongdoers", the Labour envi- 
ronment spokesman said. 

"The Tories have reversed 
these undent laws that should 
guide the conduct of mankind. 
The Tories now defend the 
wrongdoers who punished the 

children of the poor." 

Homeless families, mosuy 
single mothers with children, 
were high among the victims « 
the council’s efforts to ng the 
electorate in eight marginal 
Westminster wards, he said. 

Labour’s motion for what 
proved to be a noisy, political- 
knockabout of a debate, called 
on the Government to con- 
demn the "malpractice on an 
unprecedented scale rewded 
la>l week in the report of the 
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district auditor, John MagDL 
Dame Shirley, the former 
leader of the council, and five 
colleagues were ordered to re- 
pay £3 1.6m of public money. 
Failure to condemn the gerry- 
mandering would be regarded 
as "further evidence of eleo- 
torally-niotivated support for 

the council,’’ the motion stated. 
The people John Gummer, 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment, was keenest to con- 
demn were Mr Dobson and 
those Opposition MPs pre- 
pared to accept the findings of 
the district auditor. 

The Surcharged Six lodged a 
notice of appeal on Monday. It 
would not be right, proper or 
decent to condemn people un- 
til the courts have had their say, 

Mr Gummer insisted. 

Mr Dobson wondered how 
long the restraint of Mr Gum- 
mer and the Prime Minister 
couki last- “When s an outcome 

not an outcome? Lady Porter is 

a very wealthy woman. She can 

afford to keep on appwtog and 
appealing,” ne said. *^Vhen will 
Mr Gummer condemn?" 

T abour and Tory Euro-scep- 
JLjtics made common cause m 
backing a Bill to scrap the EU 
fisheries policy and impose a 
200 -mile territorial limit tor 
British waters. _ 

The Fishery Limits (Amend- 
ment) BDL introduced 
Mitchell, MP for Great Gnms- 
by, with the support of more 
ifes than fellow labour 
here, gained its formal first 
reading without a vote. 


Brown: Plan to reduce 
benefits spirt the party 

A document to be considered 
at a policy-making forum in 
Manchester at the weekend 
will not endorse the policy ex- 
plicitly, but will say the young 
unemployed have a “responsi- 
bility” to seek work or take up 
the other options a Labour 
government would provide, in- 
cluding training, voluntary work 


and work on a green dean-up 
task force. These schemes 
would all pay extra, on top of 
benefits. And it concludes that 
tbe package will ensure that 
"prolonged spells on benefit are 
not an option”. 

It also contains a commit- 
ment to review child benefit for 
I6-18-year-oids as part of a re- 
view of public funding for ed- 
ucation and training. Mr Brown 
is expected today to repeat his 
insistence that Labour must 
make “lough choices” over the 
allocation of resources. 

HewiD be backed by Stephen 
Byers, Labour’s spokesman on 
training, who has published a 
new analysis of official figures 
which show fewer than half of 
households with 16-18-year- 
olds gain from child benefit 

Tbe benefit is paid only to 
mothers of 16- 18s in full-time 
education and is deducted from 
the income of the 11 per cent 
of households on soda! securi- 
ty benefits. 


The document on which to- 
day's launch is based was ap- 
proved last week by the 
powerful joint policy committee 
of tbe shadow Cabinet and 
National Executive. It is ex- 
pected to come under attack 
from party activists in Man- 
chester on Saturday. 

Chris Smith, Labour’s soda! 
security spokesman, has been 
added to today’s line-up to 
demonstrate shadow Cabinet 
unity, in the wake of a struggle 
in which Mr Brown blockedhis 
wider-ranging policy paper on 
incentives to move people from 
“welfare into work”. 

This substantial paper, which 
has already been drafted, will 
not now be considered by the 
Manchester polk? forum. 

Party insiders doubt a version 
will be included in Labour's pre- 
election manifesto, which is 
due to be drafted in June, put 
to the party conference in Oc- 
tober and then put to a ballot 
of party members in December. 



Centrestage: The Royal Albert Hall was the focus of a row as Its chief executive, Patrick Deuchar, accused the 
Department of National Heritage of ‘leaking* details of a £40m National Lottery cash grant Photograph: Dillon Bryden 
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Russian democratic bloc falls apart 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

It is a saga that brings VO mind 
proverbs about organisational 
skills and breweries. Do nol ac- 
cept an invitation to drinks at 
a vodka factory, if Russia's so- 
called democratic politicians 
are the hosts: it would almost 
certainly be a flop. 

With only a month to go be- 
fore the first round of the pres- 
idential elections, efforts by 
three of the nation's better 
known candidates to join forces 
and offer an alternative to Boris 
Yeltsin, and the Communist 


leader, Gennady Zyuganov', 
have collapsed in disarray. 

Yet they are so far holding 
out againSL President Yeltsin - 
despite appeals from several 
leading pro-reform politicians 
urging anti-communist candi- 
dates^ unite around him, to 
avoid the risk of ushering Mr 
Zyuganov into the Kremlin by 
splitting the vote. 

The three men - Grigory 
Yavlinsky, the liberal economist, 
Alexander Lebed, a retired 
general and nationalist, and a 
famous eye surgeon. Svyatoslav 
Fyodorov, had planned to unite 
under the b ann er of a group 


called “Third Force". Their 
aim was to attract the large 
chunk of the Russian electorate 
who are disaffected by eco- 
nomic malaise and corruption 
of the Yeltsin regime, but do nol 
want to risk a reLum to Soviet- 
style Communism. 

The trio, who arc among Lhe 
in most popular politicians in 
the country, were considering se- 
lecting a single candidate to lead 
the group, based on their poll 
ratings. One survey suggested 
they had the combined support 
of 14 per cent, nearly two-thirds 
of Mr Zyuganov's rating. But af- 
ter months of dithering their ini- 


tiative has collapsed. “We could 
not agree," said Dr Fyodorov, 
who made clear he' blamed 
General Lebed for refusing to 
drop his candidacy. 

Their demise is not as bene- 
ficial to Mr Yeltsin as it might 
seem. While he mil be happy to 
see an end to the "Third rarce", 
the trio are still ploughing 
ahead as individual candidates. 

They could take votes from 
the Communists, but their pres- 
ence on the ballot - and partic- 
ularly Mr Yavlinsky's - seems 
likely to be more damaging to 
the PresidenL Mr Yeltsin has im- 
plicitly acknowledged this by 


trying to recruit them to his side, 
spawning speculation that they 
would be offered high positions 
in return for their support. Mr 
Yavlinsky, head of the popular 
Yabloko party (which won near- 
ly 5 million votes in last year’s 
parliamentary election) is tout- 
ed as a replacement for Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Several days ago Mr Yeltsin 
tried to jumpstart a deal by pub- 
licly announcing that he was 
uniting with Mr Yavlinsky -the 
best known and most powerful 
of the three - only to be em- 
barrassingly contradicted. Mr 
Yavlinsky had earlier hinted 


that he was ready to do business 
with the Kremlin team, and 
even presented Mr Yeltsin with 
a list of policy proposals. 

But. when Mr Yeltsin got too 
chummy, Mr Yavlinsky declared 
the dances of unity were about 
the same as those of the Presi- 
dent “firing his entire executive 
staff and admitting the colossal 
failure of his policies". The 
gruff and ambitious General 
Lebed has - at least in public - 
waved away Mr Yeltsin's ad- 
vances, saying he is no better 
than the Communists. 

■ Russia and its closest ally in 
the former Soviet Union, Be- 


larus, may form a new military 
alliance and strengthen posi- 
tions on the border with Poland, 
which wants to join Nato, the 
Defence Minister General 
Pavel Grachev said yesterday, 
writes Christopher Bellamy. 

“If our recommendations are 
not taken into account and if no 
new ways for co-operation are 
found between Russia and Nato 
we will take military steps in our 
western region," General Gra- 
chev said. His comments follow 
recent Russian statements ex- 
pressing concern about what 
Moscow sees as Nato’s eastward 
expansion.. 


Croatia’s 
entry to 
Council 
delayed 

PAUL AMES 

Associated Press 

Brussels — The Council of Eu- 
rope agreed yesterday to post- 
pone Croatia’s entry into the 
human-rights organisation 
until it provides further proof 
of its democratic credentials. 

Representatives of the 39 
member nations, meeting in 
Strasbourg, said they will draw 
up a list of conditions for Croa- 
tia to meet before they 
approve its membership. 

Their decision marks the first 
time in the 47-year history of the 
Council that the member na- 
tions have gone against a 
vote by the organisation's par- 
liamentary assembly. It reflects 
growing European concern 
about the authoritarian ways of 
Croatia's President, Franjo 
Tudjman. 

The council is best known for 
its 1950 European Human 
Rights Convention, which 
enables citizens of member na- 
tions to challenge their gov- 
ernments for suspected civil 
rights abuses in a special court. 

Its parliamentary assembly 
voted on 24 April to admit 
Croatia, despite misgings about 
Mr Tudjman’s government. 
Normally Croatia's entry would 
be rubber-stamped by the or- 
ganisation's foreign ministers. 

But the European nations felt 
obliged to take the unprece- 
dented action of delaying mem- 
bership after Mr Hidjinan 
vetoed the election of an op- 
position mayor of Zagreb and 
cracked down on the indepen- 
dent media. "Consensus on the 
eventual accession of this coun- 
try is still a long way off," the 
Council said in a statement. 

On Monday foreign minsters 
from the 15-nation European 
Union said Croatia's member- 
ship of the Coundl should be 
allowed only if it meets certain 
conditions. A detailed list of con- 
ditions is expected to be drawn 
up bv the members' ambas- 
sadors on 30 May. 

It is likely to include guar- 
antees of press freedom, 
protection of minorities, com- 
pliance with (he Balkan peace 
agreement and co-operation 
with the international war 
crimes tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia. 

Letters, page 14 


Outrage at 
mass killer’s 
jail orgies 


DAVID USBORNE 

New fork 

Public hearings begin in Illinois 
today into how a mass murderer 
who was jailed for life for the 
killing*; of eight student nurses 
in 1966 was allowed to lead a life 
of sex and drugs while behind 
bars - and make a movie about 
it. 

At issue will be a video aired 
by a Chicago television station 
that shows Richard Speck, one 
of America's most notorious 
killers, cavorting around an Illi- 
nois maximum security jail in 
women's underwear, engaging 
in sex with male inmates and 
snorting a while powder that ap- 
pears to be cocaine. 

“If they only knew how much 
fun I was having here, they 
would turn me loose." Speck 
boasts to the camera. 

With viewers enraptured and 
appalled by the tape, it has ex- 
posed public suspicion that 
even those convicted of the 
most heinous crimes enjoy lib- 
eral treatment inside prison. 
The controversy is set to be- 
come nationwide this week- 
end, when the video will be 
broadcast by the A&E cable 
channel. 

Apparently made with video 
equipment kept in the jail for 
guard training, the tape was 
made in 1988. At one point it 


shows Speck, who died of a 
heart attack in 1991. stripping 
out of his jumpsuit to reveal 
blue women's undergarments. 
Segments during which he en- 
gages in oral and anal sex acts 
were not broadcast by the tele- 
vision channel. 

Speck also confesses on cam- 
era for the first time to the mur- 
der three decades ago of eight 
student nurses in Chicago's 
South Side during a burglary. At 
trial, he claimed ignorance of 
the murders because of drug-in- 
duced amnesia. 

Today's hearings in the Illinois 
State legislature will investi- 
gate how such behaviour by a 
convicted murderer was possi- 
ble within the prison system. 
“Who is minding the' store 
here? How can this stuff go on 
so that you can even make 
movies without the system be- 
ing aware of ft?" asked state rep- 
resentative. Thomas Johnson, 
who will chair the hearings 

Peter Roskam, another state 
representative said: “The notion 
that you could do these things 
in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections is absolutely insid- 
ious." 

Questions are also being 
asked whether Speck was illic- 
itly supplied with female hor- 
mones while in prison. On the 
tape, he appears to have de- 
veloped ample female breasts. 


Belgian campaigners protest at Britain's cattle cull 



Masked members of the Belgian animal welfare group, GAIA, protesting outside the British Embassy in Brussels yesterday at the 
Government’s plans for large-scale culling of veal and beef cattle as a response to the BSE crisis Photograph: Jacques Collet/ AP 
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India’s left mounts new bid to govern 

New Delhi — India's leftist National Front-Left Front (NF-LF) 
picked a new prime ministerial candidate and headed to see the 
president to stake a claim to power after indecisive elections. Deve 
Gowda, chief minister of the southern state of Karnataka, emerged 
as candidate after a series of meetings following the withdrawal 
of Marxist candidate Jyoti Basu. Mr Gowda, 63, is a leader of 
the Janata Dal, the biggest component of the NF-LF, which won 
117 seats in the hung 545-member parliament Reuter 

Digital television makes Munich debut 

Munich — The first European field test of an interactive televi- 
sion system has brought digitalised videos on demand and high- 
speed Internet access to 10 Munich households. A special decoder, 
lets the participants order videos over telephone lines and surf 
the Internet using the television instead of a computer. AP 

NZ stone wall "is lava flow” 

Wellington — Scientists agreed that a mysterious stone wall dis- 
covered deep in an uninhabited forest was not built by an an- 
cient civilisation, but is an old lava flow. Dr Neville Ritchie, an 
archaeologist, said the formation was natural. AP 

Top French restaurant shuts down 

Paris — Despite once enjoying three-star status in the prestigious 
Guide Afichain, gourmet chef Pierre Gagnaire said he was bank- 
rupt and closing. The closure of a three-star restaurant in this 
culinary country is almost unheard o£ Gagnaire fell victim to debts 
and the subsequent loss of its stars in March after three years at 
the top. AP 



Venezuelan revolt: Firemen in Caracas douse a bus set 
alight by hooded demonstrators protesting at economic 
reforms introduced by President Rafael Caldera’s 
government last month Photograph: Reuter 

Electric car of the future on show 

Berlin — Daimler-Benz unveiled the world’s first fiiel-cell-pow- 
ered car, saying it represents the auto industry’s most realistic 
hope for a practical, pollution-free vehicle. The mini-van, can car- 
ry six people at speeds of over 100 km an hour and has an op- 
erating range of 250 km. Daimler said. AP 

Dominican Republic President fears 

Santo Domingo — Two days before an election to replace him, 
Dominican Republic President Joaquin Balaguer appointed new 
army and police chiefs. The surprise move prompted peculation 
that Balaguer, 89, might renege on his promise to retire. AP 

Palestinian beer passes kosher test 

Jerusalem — Devout Muslims may shun it, but an Israeli rabbi 
said the first Palestinian beer is kosher. Nadim Khouiy’s Taybeh 
brew is already savoured in more secular codes in the West Bank 
and in some bars around Israel But without a stamp of approval 
many Israeli hotels and restaurants could not serve it. Reuter 


US troops set 
to extend stay 
in Hungary 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Budapest 

Some US forces may remain in 
Hungary after American troops 
pull out of Bosnia, according to 
diplomats in BudapesL The 
southern Hungarian town of 
Kaposvar and the nearby air 
force base at Taszar were 
selected last year to be the 
main staging-post for 20,000 US 
soldiers serving with the Nato- 
led I- For peace-keeping force 
in Bosnia. 

“Taszar has proved itself to be 
a wry useful supply base ... and, 
if it were maintained, it would 
make it much easier to send in 
US troops again should the 
need arise," said one Western 
diplomaL 

Although the success of the 
Dayton peace accord in Bosnia 
is for from assured. President 
Bill Clinton has pledged to pull 
out US forces there by late De- 
cember. ‘At the moment vari- 
ous options are being 
considered which could involve 
US or other Nato or other 1-For 
forces remaining there. But I do 
not expect a decision until at 
least a day after the US presi- 
dential election in November," 
said the diplomaL 

The returning troops would 
all go through Taszar and Ka- 
posvar, as most did on their way 
into Bosnia. At the peak of the 
operation early this year, almost 
1,000 trucks a day were thun- 
dering through the town as sol- 
diers and equipment normally 
based in Germany were 
redeployed to Bosnia. 

As the noise subsided, resi- 
dents focused more on the ben- 


efits: 3 huge injection of cash 
and hundreds of new jobs. 
"Every hotel-room in town has 
been booked for a year," 
beamed Karoty Szita, Mayor of 
Kaposvar. “And everyone in 
the world now knows the name 
of our town." 

In addition, the establish- 
ment of the staging-post at 
Thszar, with 3,000 military per- 
sonnel has also boosted Hun- 
gary's hopes of being one of the 
first former Warsaw Pact coun- 
tries to be admitted to Nato. 

“The Hungarians have bent 
over backwards to ensure the 
success of this operation and 
provide every help they could." 
said a diplomat in BudapesL “It 
would have been a pretty tall or- 
der for any European country, 
let alone one that is still trying 
to catch up." 

Given Hungary’s strong in- 
terest in seeing a permanent end 
to the war in former Yugoslavia 
and the Brownie points it has 
already won with its would-be 
Nato partners. Budapest would 
be unlikely to oppose an ex- 
tension of the base's use as a 
staging-post for Bosnia. 

“I find this involvement with 
America very interesting," said 
Piroska Kcri. a hotel recep- 
tionisL By her side, beaming 
from ear to ear, was Mail 
Stevens, a civilian American 
from Minnesota who has been 
involved in a do fence -mapping 
project at Taszar. 

“I have found the Hungari- 
ans warm, friendly and very wel- 
coming," he said with a smile at 
Ms Keri. “I do not gel the im- 
pression that we are going to be 
going home any time soon.” 
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General election. Neglected’ Jews from the former Soviet Union back human-rights hero 

Israel’s 
Russians 

look to 
their own 


ERIC SILVER 

Jerusalem 

When Anna Dobroborsky 
writes to friends m Moldova, she 
keeps quiet about her job. 
Before emigrating to Israel in 
1991, she was a senior engineer 
in a factory; in Jerusalem, she 
cleans floors. 

In the 1992 election, she and 
her tailor husband. Lazar, did 
not vote. “We still didn’t un- 
derstand what was going on 
here." she said. “We had been 
political activists in the Soviet 
Union. We believed you should 
vote responsibly, for something 
you knew about.” Anna is 55; 
Lazar 60. She works full-time; 
he has a part-time job. Togeth- 
er Lhey earn 4.000 shekels 
(£800.) a month. 

Home is a caravan, for which 
they pay a nominal rent of 20 



Sharansky: Capitalising on 
newcomers' grievances 

shekels a month. They see no 
prospect of buying a flat, even 
with a subsidised mortgage. 
Neither the government nor the 
council has rented housing to of- 
fer. If they could turn back the 
dock, the couple admitted, they 
would not have left Moldova. 
"The only way to deal with the 
fact that’ a chief engineer is 
working as a cleaner,” said 
Anna, "is not to think about it” 
This time, the Dobroborskys 
will vole. "Now.” said Lazar, 
**wc understand what life is 
like here.” They will vote on 29 
May for a new Russian immi- 
grants party led by the Gulag 
graduate Natan Sharansky, and 
for the right-wing Likud leader, 
Binyamin Netanyahu, in the 
separate ballot for Prime Min- 
ister. “We are disappointed 
with the Labour government,” 
Anna said “They never did any- 
thing for us. Russian immi- 


grants have been humiliated. 
We want people in parliament 
who know our problems and 
want to do something about 
them.” 

If most of the 400.000 ex-So- 
viet immigrant voters who have 
settled in brael since 1989 fol- 
lowed their example, they could 
overthrow Shimon Peres's cen- 
tre-left coalition. The Russians 
account for about 10 per cent 
of the electorate in a tight race. 
In 1992 a majority of the new- 
comers voted: Labour to punish 
a Likud government for “ne- 
glecting” them. Four years lat- 
er, many are equally 
disenchanted with Labour. 
They seem, however, to be tak- 
ing it out on the party rather 
than its leader. 

A recent poll found 37.9 per 
cent of the immigrants backing 
Mr Sharansky, to 23.7 for Likud 
and 20.9 for Labour. Yet Mr 
Pteres led Mr Netanyahu by 10 
per cent for Prime Minister, 
with 9 per cent undecided. Mr 
Netanyahu has yet to convince 
the newcomers he would do a 
better job. “With Sharansky I 
feel I can influence things,” said 
Boris, an engmeer.“But I don’t 
see anybody to choose from for 
Prime Minis ter. 

Segei Makarov, 56, an ex- 
Moscow science writer who 
now earns his living as a trans- 
lator, nig ht watchman and oc- 
casional furniture-van driver, 
said: “Peres is much closer to 
me. He’s mare intelligent, mare 
European. I’d like him to be 
stronger, more careful, in the 
peace talks, but I'm not against 
a Palestinian state. 

“Netanyahu is too aggressive 
for me ... Tb handle the intri- 
cate situation we're in, yon 
need wisdom and vison” So Mr 
Peres wins his vote for Prime 
Minister but he is backing Mr 
, Sharansky for the Knesset a the 
polls are right, the former hu- 
man-rights hoo could take four 
seats in the 120-seat chamber. 

Mr Sharansky said: “We 
didn’t form this party to get into 
government ... but as a magnet 
that attracts Jews by its quality 
of life ... and dvfl rights. We 
want immigrants to be able to 
use their talents and compete 
so that more wfll want to come.” 

He would, however, negotiate 
with either Mr Peres or Mr Ne- 
tanyahu. “Whoever wins the 
election,” said Haim Ramon, 
Labour’s campaign director, 
“Sharansky will be a minister.” 
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Minority Issue: Russian immigrants accuse the Labour party of doing nothing for them Photograph: Rex Features 


Ghana admits 
boat refugees 


VINCENT TSAS 
Reuters 

Ghana agreed yesterday to take 
about 3,000 Liberian war 
refugees who spent 10 days as 
outcasts sailing the West 
African coast in a battered 
freighter. 

“Ghana believes that these in- 
nocent civilians should not be 
be made to suffer any more for 
the failure of their political 
and faction leaders to reach a 
peaceful solution of their dif- 
ferences,” said the deputy 
foreign minister. Mohamcd I bn 
Chambas. 

The Nigerian cargo ship Bulk 
Challenge left the Liberian cap- 
ital, Monrovia, on 5 May and 
had already docked twice at the 
Ghanaian port of Takoradi be- 
fore yesterday's decision. Food 
and water were in short supply 
and three people on board had 
died. 

In Geneva, the United Na- 
tions High Commission on 
Refugees said Ghanaian Pres- 
ident Jerry Rawlings had agreed 
to take the refugees. 


“Ghanaian authorities are 
requesting UN assistance to 
care for the refugees. We’re 
standing by ready to help as 
wc said we wotud he." said 
UNHCR spokesman Ron 
Redmond. 

An eruption of heavy fight- 
ing shattered two days of 

relative calm in Monrovia ves- 

lerday, one day after hand- 
shakes and professions of peace 
between rival gunmen. 

The US embassy, which Is 
protected by marines, advised 
its staff to move around the 
seafront compound with ex- 
treme caution after Lighting 
moved towards it. 

Witnesses said shooting be- 
gan before dawn after fighters 
loyal lo the dominant faction 
leaders. Charles Taylor and Al- 
haji Kxomah. advan»x*d towards 
ethnic Krahn rivals in and 
around the Barclay Training 
Centre barracks. 

Baltics between the two sides 
since 6 April have shattered a 
1 995 accord on ending a six-year 
civil war and triggered an 
exodus of refugees. 
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Mongolia: A quarter of its forests destroyed, 19 dead,, hundreds homeless as spring flames rage 

Fire takes toll on a fragile land 


LOUISA WAUGH 
Ulan Bator 

It happens every year. Human 
carelessness in the vast, isolat- 
ed Mongolian steppe is a 
recurring tragedy, bringing 
death and destruction as flames 
sweep across the plains. 

Every spring, hunters and 
herdsmen light small fires as 
they camp in the open, 
windswept countryside or beside 
the huge coniferous forests that 
lie in the north-west of 
Mongolia And every spring, 
some of these fires are left 
alig ht. Unattended, they rise, 
rapidly consuming the dry grass 
or trees, until they are blazing 
out of control. 

Eventually, enough people 
are mobilised to beat down the 
flames, using the only tools 
they have had for centuries - 
clothes tied to sticks, brooms 
and water from rivers or wells. 
Every year people are injured 
as they fight or flee these fires. 

Urban Mongolians shrug off 
the blazes. They happen every 
year. The people in the coun- 
tryside are careless, stupid. But 
this scarcely populated country 
(2_3 milli on at the last count ) has 
been shinned by the ferocity of 
this years' fires. 

Nearly 300 have already been 
recorded this year and around 
25 are still burning. A quarter 
of Mongolia’s forests have been 
burnt to the ground. At least 
19 people have lost their lives, 
including a 1 6-year-old fire- 
fighter who received 90 per 
cent burns. Generations of live- 
stock have been wiped out or 
burnt so badly they have had to 
be destroyed. Hundreds of fam- 
ilies are homeless, their tradi- 
tional round-tent dwellings 
feers) being flammable and 
quickly consumed in the fires. 

Some families have resorted 
to sleeping in the open, where, 
even in May, temperatures can 
drop to -10 degrees at night. 

It is the sheer size of Mon- 
golia that has allowed these fees 
to rage almost at wilL This is a 
country the size of western 
Europe. Outside the big cities, 
communication is unsophisti- 
cated and roads are bad. 

Hie fires damaged thousands 
of communication line posts 
across the country this year. Re- 
ports of fires were delayed, 
sometimes fatally, as whole 
communities live without tele- 
phones. At times, all people 



US set to hit 
China over 
bootleg CDs 


Desperate work: Mongolian nomads try to halt one of the fires which lay waste to large areas of Mongolia each year 


could do was watch their land 
go up in smoke. 

The area dose to the capital, 
Ulan Bator, which lies in cen- 
tral Mongolia, has also been 
badly damaged. Terelj nature 
reserve lies just 45 kOomelres 
(25 miles) north-east of Ulan 
Bator. It is a popular weekend 
haunt for tourists and the 900 
or so foreigners who live in the 
capital. 

The fire at Terelj was fairly 
small compared to many of 
those which have been burning 
across the country since Feb- 
ruary. It spanned roughly 16 by 
10km (9 miles by 6 ). But locals, 
including children, fought the 


blaze unassisted for over a 
month, before 500 volunteers 
were drafted in from the-near- 
by city of Naflah. They fought 
the blaze together with sacks 
and water from the nearby riv- 
er. “Weather-modification pel- 
lets", made from dried carbon 
dioxide, were fired from an old 
Russian cannon into the low- 
lying cloud. This was to induce 
die snow which had finally been 
forecast Forty-eight hours lat- 
er snow had fallen, and the fire 
had been extinguished, just 
30km from Ulan Bator. 

Although we arrived at Terelj 
towards the end of the fire- 
fighting operation, the ground 


was grin smouldering, as though 
ready to reignite, as has hap- 
pened at hundreds of sites 
across the country. Fires ap- 
parently extinguished have fed 
on the high winds and parched 
yellow grass and once again 
blazed out of control. 

Thousands of Mongolians 
have spent weeks sleeping dose 
to the blazes, breathing in 
smoke that prevents them from 
seeing 10 feet in front of them. 
Winds have changed direction 
so rapidly and with such fury, 
that these inexperienced vol- 
unteers, who include prisoners 
released from a jail in Mongon 
Mort, north-east of the capital. 


have fled from the blaze, unable 
to save anything. At least one 
person died on horseback, try- 
ing to gallop beyond the flames. 

The brief television news re- 
ports andprepared statements 
from ministers and ministries 
cannot convey people’s shock 
and bewilderment at losing 
their homes and livelihoods. 

"towards the end of April, the 

world was finally alerted to the 
tragedy. Thicks loaded with aid 
are lunchin g across the Mon- 
golian steppe, "fonts, fire-proof 
clothing mid food are gradual- 
ly reaching remoter comers of 
the country. Local relief oper- 
ations have moved a staggering 


Photograph: Popperfoto 

250,000 livestock from areas of 
charred, ruined land, to the 
nearest fertile pastures, where 
they can finally feed. 

Recent estimates by the 
Mongolian Government admit 
that environment damage 
caused directfy by the fires will 
cost S2bn (£L3bn). This will 
cripple the country's fledgling 
market economy. 

Funds are also desperately 
needed to implement a warning 
system in rural areas to prevent 
this tragedy from recurring. 
If no preparation is made in 
advance for next year, the 
spring of 1997 may not bode 
well for this fragile land. 


STEVE CRAWSHAW 
Shenzhen 

An animated little crowd gath- 
ers on a busy pavement in the 
south-eastern Chinese town of 
Shenzhen. The glitzy new sky- 
scrapers towering over the 
scene would not disgrace the 
more famous Hong Kong sky- 
line. But the crowd is more in- 
terested in what is lying on the 
ground, rather than the mirror- 
glass and concrete towers which 

multiply month after month. 

On the streets of Shenzhen 

compact discs are being sold for 

around 5 Op. Pink Floyd, Red 
Hot Chilli Peppers, Mendel- 
ssohn; the choice is yours. 

The sale in this boom town 
| goes to the heart of a bl aring 
row which has re-erupted be- 
tween China and the United 
States. The Americans are fu- 
rious that the Chinese are pro- 
ducing pirated CDs and 
CD-Roms. 

"folks in Peking yesterday, 
aimed at giving Chinese officials 
an opportunity to rebut the 
American allegations, failed to 
persuade the US admintara- 
tfon. Officials said Washington 
will take steps today to intro- 
duce trade sanctions on Chinese 
textile and electronic manu- 
facturers. The action would in- 
clude publication of a fist 
targeting about $3bn (£Zbn) 
worth of Chinese goods for 
import taxes of 100 per cenL 
China’s total annual exports to 
the US total S40bn, while the 
US alleges a loss -of $23bn to 
piracy. There is stm time for a 
compromise before sanctions 
take effect, as US law requires 
a one-month delay to allow 
public comment. 

The Chinese insist that they 
are trying to bring the situation 
under control “What can we do, 
in a country of L2 billion?" 
pleaded one businessman in 
Shenzhen. “These things can be 
made in people's garages, you 
know. Its impossible to damp 
down completely." 

The excuse is partly disin- 
genuous. As the South China 
Morning Post noted: “It is 
tempting to ask how long it 
would take Peking to dose 
down factories if they were 
producing seditious material." 

“Qantpdown” headlines 


were a regular feature in the 
Peking press in the lead-up to 
the viat to Peking of Lee Sands, 
the US Assistant Trade Repre- 
sentative, who wound up the 
abortive talks yesterday. Mr 
Sands reportedly keeps a scrap- 
book of such cuttings, timed to 
coincide with his trips. 

None the less, there is some 
truth in the Chinese defence. A 
number of manufacturing 
plants have been dosed down 
m the past year. The CDs and 
their casings had been confis- 
cated and sheared at the edges 
-precisely because they were il- 
legal. The damaged CDs, it 



Sands: Chastised China for 
pirating $2.3bn from US 

sp-grnft, then fell off the back of 
the investigators’ lorry and 
popped up in the street markets. 

The CD sale is a vivid re- 
minder that, even where pira- 
cy is being tackled, there arc few 
Chinese corners which corrup- 
tion has failed to reach. The au- 
thorities have shown little 
inclination to liberalise on the 
political front, but, on eco- 
nomic legislation, they are keen 
to persuade the world that their 
heart is in the right place. 

Senior legal officials in Hong 
Kong, just across the border 
from Shenzhen, talk in be- 
mused but flattered tones of the 
growing “plagiarisatian" of 
Hong Kong’s laws by main- 
land China. Peking, according 
to this analysis, knows that its 
economic growth may be 
slowed down by the lack of a 
legislative framework. 

So far at least, even when 
China’s ideological spirit has 
been willing, its. corruption- 
loving flesh has proved weak. 
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Abortion threatens disaster for Republicans 


Vfehin^on - For Republicans, 
it is what Vietnam wa® forD&^ 
mocrats, what nuclear di£ 
m “ n 2 11 «sed to be for Labour 
and what Europe b for the mS 

the San Diego nominating con- 
vennon, an eternal doctrinal ar- 
fiumem over abortion is once 

J«E3£i3E25 

the Houston convention that 
poisoned the re-election bid of 

George Bush were still fresh in 

the memory, the Republican es- 
tablishment vowed to make 
peace over abortion. Never 
again would strident conserva- 
tives be given such free rein; 
agreement to disagree was the 
new watchword and the party 
would genuinely become the 
“broad tent'* it claimed to be. 

Instead, the opposite has 
happened. Pat Buchanan, the 
dark crusader of Houston, wiZJ 
be back in San Diego with 
more influence than ever, warn- 


The party is tearing itself apart over social issues before its convention, writes Rupert Cornwell 

mg that any so ftening of official 


tion could drive him from its 
ranks, causing a split which 
would doom the presumptive 
nominee. Bob Dole, as surety as 
Mr Bush was doomed four 
years ago. Disgusted at the 
spectacle which may lie 
not a few Republicans are al- 
ready making travel plans to be 
anywhere but San Diego at the 
appointed hour in August. 

But this time the Republican 

pro-choice lobby is not prepared 
to listen to Mr Buchanan in the 
numbed and appalled semi-si- 
lence of 1992. away from 

(the rigid anti-abortion stance) 
and walk away from me,” the 
former commentator said this 
week. But an assembly of par- 
ty heavyweights, led by a coali- 
tion of dozens of Congressmen, 
and four of the best-known 


lblican governors - Pete 
of California, George 
Pataki of New York, Christine 
I bdd Whitman of New Jersey 
and Wffliam Weld of Massa- 
chusetts - are ready to call Mr 
Buchanan's bluff: 

The immediate battle sur- 
rounds the abortion plank in foe 
party platform, unchanged since 
1976, that “the unborn child has 
a fundamental individual right 
to life which cannot be in- 
fringed” and thus committing 
Republicans to a constitution- 
al amendment prohibiting abor- 
tion completety. 

Unfortunately, not just a ma- 
jority of the country (70 per cent 
at the last coast) opposes so 
rigid a formulation but a dear 
majority of registered Repub- 
lican voters as well Logically, 
everything dictates the party 
moves with the times. But in the 


politics of abortion here, the ob- 
vious rarely prevails. 

Daily, sniping mounts and 
disarray grows. Senator Al- 
fonse D* Amato, head of the 
Republican Steering Commit- 
tee, whose conservative cre- 
dentials . are otherwise 
impeccable, has branded Mr 
Buchanan a “philosophical ay- 
atollah.'’ The Buchanan camp, 
however, insists that if Mr Dole 
picks Colin Powell or any oth- 
er pro-choice Republican as 
his vice-presidential running- 
mate, it will put forward a rival 
candidate from the floor. 

Every attempt at compromise 
has failed, even one by Ralph 
Reed, director of the adamant- 
ly pro-life Christian Coalition 
and prime spokesman of the re- 
ligious right- Perhaps, Mr Reed 
said this month, the platform’s 
language might be modified to 


re tain an uik» m promising aoti- 
abortion flavour, but dropping 
the explicit demand for a con- 
stitutional ftmen/frnenr But Mr 
Buchanan was furious, Mr Dole 
said nothing, anri within 24 
boors Mr Reed bad swallowed 
his words. Former Vice-Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle, the original 
Republican “family values’* 
champion, has also tolled for a 
trace, but to no avaiL 

And even the party’s one re- 
cent tactical success on abortion 
- passage by Congress of a bill 
outlawing certain late-term or 
“partial birth” abortions which 
was vetoed by President Bfll 
Clinton - has only succeeded in 
laying the rift bare anew. 

True, Catholic voters will 
have been shaken by the sting- 
ing condemnation from every 
American cardinal and the 
Pope in person. But Ms Whit- 


man disagreed, supporting Mr 
Clinton’s action and pointing 
out the procedure in question 
was exceptionally rare, used 
only when the mother would 
otherwise die. Her stand cost 
her the post of deputy head of 
the convention platform com- 
mittee, to be chaired by Con- 
gressman Henry Hyde of 

Minors, one of the fiercest pro- 
life advocates in the party. 

In fact, among voters for 
whom a party’s policy on abor- 
tion is a make-or-break issue, 

the Republicans’ rigid stance at- 
tracts more supporters than 
the solidly pro-choice platform 
of the Democrats. But the mare 
subtle damage is immense. 

Mr Dole's feeble gifts as an 
orator and ins&ence on running 
his campaign from the Senate 
floor (instead of taking his mes- 
sage out into the country) are 


certainty reasons for his dismal 
poQ showing. But nothing does 
more to cement the party's im- 
age of inflexibility and intoler- 
ance than the abortion issue. 

A survey yesterday showed 
Mr OmtOT retaining a lead ovit 
Mr Dole of 20 per cent, thanks 
largely to his overwhelming 
backing among women, and a 
surge of support among subur- 
ban voters, both blue-collar 
“Reagan Democrats” and af- 
fluent professionals. These lat- 
ter especially should be a 
bedrock Republican con- 
stituency. Instead, they are 
scared off tty the party’s obses- 
sive conservatism on soda! is- 
sues - first aud foremost 
abortion. Conceivably, reality 
will yet intrude m the three 
months before San Diego: as 
ibe columnist Richard Benedet- 
to recently observed in USA To- 



Pat Buchanan: Back in San 
Diego with more Influence 

day, “Political parties are secu- 
lar institutions not bound by 
centuries of dogma and tradi- 
tion. lb expect them to adhere 
to rigid ideology in the face of 
evolving public opinion Is to 
eventually render them extinct” 
A point however as yet un- 
laken by Pat Buchanan. 


Hundreds die 
as storm hits 
Bangladesh 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

Calamity-prone Bangladesh 
was struck by a tornado yester- 
day, which killed more than 400 
people and left more than 
33,000 others injured and dying. 

Witnesses in the northern 
Thngail district described seeing 
“a foe-red funner appear in the 
western sky seconds before the 
tornado struck. 

It slammed into dozens of 
villages and obliterated them. 
Homeless survivors fled 
through a deadly whirlwind of 
flying tin roofs, torn-up trees 
and dust Some people tried to 
save themselves by dinging to 
trees, but many of them died 
when the 125mph winds ripped 
them away. 

The tornado lasted only 20 
minutes, late on Monday 
afternoon. But its impact was 
fierce and deadly. The death toU 
isstili climbing, as the army and 
rescue workers reach the 
devastated areas of this cotton- 
growing district In one village 
120 people were killed, many 
of them children who were 
crushed when the tornado 
destroyed a boarding school. 

State-run Radio Bangladesh 
said that emergency aid was 
being rushed to the tornado- 
struck northern regions. 

Witnesses told news agencies 
that buses full of mjured peo- 
ple were arriving at hospitals. 
The injured were being carried 

to memcal care from villages cut 

off by road in hammocks strung 
from bamboo poles. 


It is the country’s worst 
catastrophe since 200,000 
Bangladeshis were killed in a 
storm in 199L 

TOrnados are common in 
Bangladesh, as are floods and 
droughts. More storms are 
expected, and one of the coun- 
try’s main rivers, the Brahma- 
putra, is also in danger of 
flooding. 

Mast of Bangladesh is only a 
few feet above sea level and 
when the rivers flood, as they do 
often, much of Bangladesh is 
then swamped. 

The storms sweeping up the 
Bay of Bengal also caused hav- 
oc in the Himalayas. At least 
eight climbers on Mount Ever- 
est were killed when a freak bfiz- 
zard struck the world’s highest 
mountain. The country’s care- 
taker Prime Minister, Habibur 
Rahman, said emergency relief 
would be provided for the tens 
of thousands of victims left 
homeless and whose crops were 
rained by the tornado. 

More bodies are expected to . 
be found today, when rescue 
workers reach maity of the cut- 
off villages. Hospital workers 
reported that blood and ban- 
dages were running out, and 
even though the area of devas- 
tation was onty 60 miles from 
the capital Dhaka, uprooted 
electric poles and fallen trees 
had blocked the main roads. 

A doctor quoted by news 
agencies, Rafiqul Islam Khan, 
said there were “scores of 
screaming patients tying on the 
hospital floor with more arriv- 
ing constantty”. 



Vkrtims: A mother wails near her daughter’s body Photograph: Rafiqur RahmarVReirter 
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OUR 
GAS IS 
PRICE 


Gas is a valuable source of energy. 

But that doesn’t mean you should have to pay • 
over the odds for your supply. 

With Amerada Hess, you won’t Because, if your 
current bill is over £1.100 a year (excl. VAT), • 
switching to low cost gas from Amerada can save 
you a tidy siim. 

To find out how much, just ring us for a quote. 

There’ll be no new pipes, roadworks or 
inconvenience. Just something to treasure... 

Lower bills. 
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0500 00 11 00 
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New Savings Rates 
from the Bristol & West 

Effective 15th May 1996 (unless otherwise stated), 
t Effective 24th May 1996. 


ACCOUNT 


AMOUNT 

INVESTED 


GROSS KATE Of 
MTTEKST PA* 
(VARIABLE) 


MET PA* 


INSTANT ACCESS DEPOSIT 


PREMIES SAVER 

An instant access account for Investors 
who limit their access over a 12 month 
period (No withdrawals}. 


(1-6 Withdrawals) 


(Mora than 6 Withdrawals} 


PREMIER PLUS CAPITAL ISSUE 1 
Three months notice required for 
w i th draw al (Rotes also apply (o 
Guaranteed Investment Account Issue 5 
and Guaranteed Investment Account 
Extra Issue 1). 


PREMIER PLUS MONTHLY INCOME 
ISSUE 2 

Three months notice required for 
withdrawal, and Interest paid monthly. 


PREMIER OPTION BOND 

Variable Rate Option paying interest six 
monthly: (sues A. B. C, D, E and F. 


PREMIER OPTION BOND 
Variable Rate Option paying interest 
monthly. Issues A, B, C, D, E and F. 


PREMIER TWELVE 

fixed and Variable Rate Options paying 
Interest annually . 


PREMIER TWELVE 

Fixed and Variable Rate Options paying 
Interest monthly 


ONE YEAR OPTION BOND DEPOSIT 
Fixed (Issue 2) and variable (Issue 1} 
Rate Options paying interest annually 


ONE YEAR OPTION BOND DEPOSIT 
Fixed (Issue 2) and variable (Issue 1) 
Rate Options paying interest monthly 


SELECT 

(No longer available) 


An instant access account for Investors who want a choice of access optJwBplates also appty to Bonus 
Bond Select and Balanced Bond Select). In addition, also applies to the following accoun ts which are no 
longer available: High 3b. Spcdai Edition Bond, HJLife, Rued Rate Bond, SeareJmeOmm Bonds issues 
1 & 2. Treble Rate Bond, Overseas 3 Month Capital Account Overseas Prime Access account ft), 
Cheshunt Foreign 90. Cheshunt Instant Access. Cheshunt Foreign Instant, Cheshunt Instant Gross. 
Cheshunt Charity Instant, Ex AM to Thrift. Better Option Bond Issues . l and 
Account Issues 1 2. 3.4. 6. 7.8.9. 10, «, 1Z13.1*. 15, 16. 17* 14 No 1 Caprtaf M. Tlere dJfateB gftd. 
fist Class Bond. 2 Year Premium Share Account, vantage Bond, No lSr^Tnp£ Bonus ^. Bristol Plus, 
Moneyflnfc, Snoopy Guaranteed Equity Bond 3 Year Issue I, Guarmteed Equity Bond 3 YSssr Issue 3, 
Boms Interest Bond Issue 1, Capital Maker Bond and Capital Maker TESSA. 

BALMORAL HIGH INTEREST ACCOUNT 
(No longer available) 

(Also Balmoral Rxed Rate Bond Issue I 
and U and Balmoral Limited Edition Bond) 

BALMORAL MONTHLY 
INCOME ACCOUNT 
(No longer available) 

i Balmoral limited Edition Bond 
airthiy Income)) 

NOTICE FOR PREMIER PLUS ACCOUNT HOLDERS 

The Society is Mrodudng revised Tenns & Conditions to take effect tram 15th May 1996. The purpose 
of this b to make -forms & Conditions easier for you to understand. andWdaray the CROimstances In 
which future changes to Terms & Conditions may be made and when ™* s m *) | , b * varied. Acopy 

of the revised Terms & Conditions Is available from any of the Society is branches or from Head Office. 
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Nnamdi Azikiwe 


Nnadmi Azikiwe, the OweDe of 
Onitsba. popularly known as 
‘‘ZDs” or "Zlk of Africa”, was 
the first president of Nigeria. He 
made lus name in the 1930s 
when he returned to Nigeria af- 
ter studying in the United States 
and became a messianic figure 
in the nationalist movement 
while working in journalism, 
commerce and politics. Nige- 
ria's achievement of indepen- 
dence from Britain was so dear 
to his heart that he once 
described it as She consum- 
mation of my life's work”. 

AzOdwe’s passion and strug- 
gles for the independence of 
African nations, which were 
not restricted to Nigeria, were 
inspired by a lecture given by the 
Rev Dr JJS. Kweggjr Aggrey in 

1924, which mati e him deter- 
mined to study in the United 
States. He was working as a 
clerk after leaving school, but 
through his friendship with 
sailors on the cargo boats at the 
Port of Lagos, managed to stow 
away on a boat He was dis- 
covered and put off at Accra, in 
the Gold Coast - present-day 
Ghana - where after wandering 
around aimlessly for some time 
he served in the Police Force as 
a constable. The following year, 

1925, he returned to Nigeria and 
pleaded with his father for 

him £300, all he could raise* 

AzOdwe’s father was a mem- 
ber of the clerical staff of the 
British administrator. Sir Fred- 
erick Lugard, and Nnamdi was 
educated at Christian mission 
schools - Roman Catholic and 
Anglican primary schools in 
Orutsha, and the Wesleyan 
Boys’ High School in Lagos. 

He spent nine years studying 
(and then teaching) in the Unit- 
ed States, first at Lincoln 
University, Pennsylvania and 
then at the University of 


Pennsylvania. He graduated in 
philosophy and anthropology. 
In order to pay bis way he 
took on odd jobs as a lift oper- 
ator, miner and dishwasher. 
In 1994 Lincoln University 
instituted a professorial chair in 
his honour. 

After America, Azikiwe went 
to the Gold Coast as a propa- 
gandist for the nationalist cause. 
The late Kwame Nkrumah, 
who later became the president 
of Ghana, was one of his pupils. 
Azikiwe also edited theAjncan 
Morning Post in Accra from 
1934 to 1937. 

On his return to Nigeria 
Azikiwe continued in journal- 
ism, editing the West African 
Pilot (1937-45), launching five 
newspapers and writing regular 
columns to stir im nationalism 
in Nigeria and along the West 
African coast. By 1944 he had 
become the president of the Na- 
tional Council for Nigeria and 
the Cam croons (NCNC), a post 
he held for the next two years. 
The NCNC was a political par- 
ty which united radical ele- 
ments that had emerged during 
the Second World War. 

In 1960 Nigeria became in- 
dependent from Britain. Aziki- 
we was appointed Governor- 
General and Coixunander-in- 
Chief of the Federal State of 
Nigeria. Three years later he 
was the first Nigerian to be 
sworn in as president, when the 
country became a republic He 
held this position until the first 
coup d'etat in 1966 ended his ad- 
ministration and led to the 
Nigerian civil war. This started 
in June 1966 when the Igbo in 
the east of Nigeria seceded to 
set up the State of Biafra under 
Colonel Emeka Odumegu 
Ojukwu. When the coup 
happened Azikiwe was in 
Britain, which made people 
suspect that he knew about it 


This be denied, but he did at 
first support Ojukwu. 

The 30-month civil war 
caused the death of abom a mil- 
lion. people, many of whom 
died from starvation. It was not 
long before Azikiwe, himself an 
Igbo, saw the hopelessness of 
the war and helped bring it to 
an end byre turning to the fed- 
eral side. The Btefran leadership 
denounced him, and it seemed 
that Azikiwe’s political career 
was at an end. However, the 
I gbo had such admiration for 
him that when the army lifted 
the ban on party politics in 1979, 
he re-emerged as their most 
popular figure. 

N nam di AzQdwe's Nigerian 
People’s Piry (NPP) came third 
in the polls for the 1979 elec- 
tion, which was won by the Na- 
tional Party of Nigeria (NPN) 
under the leadership of Shehu 
Shagari. Azikiwe took his par- 
ty into an alliance with Shagari, 
thereby obtaining plum jobs 
for his NPP members. The al- 
liance name to an end a few 
years later, however, when he 
asked for more than Shagari was 
prepared to give. 

Azikiwe was christened Ben- 
jamin, but in 1934, when be ap- 
plied to compete for Nigeria in 
the British Empire Games was 
barred after protests from the 
South African team. Shocked by 
this display of colour prejudice, 
Azikiwe decided to give up the 
name of Benjamin and instead 
changed it legally to Nnamdi. 

He was a fine orator, and had 
the advantage of speaking the 
three major languages of Nige- 
ria: Hausa, Igbo and Yorubd. As 
a child he spoke Hausa: from 
the age of eight he learned Igbo 
when the family moved to the 
east, and later as a student in 
Lagos be learnt to speak 
Yomba fluently. 

Nnamdi Azikiwe was a strong 
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believer in democracy, the wel- 
fare slate and the rule of law. 
Emeka Ojukwu, the leader of 
the Ibo state ofBzafra, once said 
that he had secured “a good 
place in ' history by arousing 
West Africa and thereby Afri- 
can blacks to seek indepen- 
dence”. However, Ojukwu also 
felt that 25k had not carried on 
with this mission up to the end. 

However Zik’s efficacious 
charm, his postion as the father 


Of Nigerian naKnuaHsm and 
htft p o li tical aytntf y nc ff l rm thrw. 
outstanding qualities that his 
opponents cannot argue about 
His wife. Flora Ogbenyeann 
Ogeogbtmam, a darapiter of the 
AdazaofOnitsha,cfedinI983, 
since when he withdrew into 
sec lu sion. 

B. Akfntfindi Oyfetttf 

Benjamin (Nnamdi) Azikiwe, 
politician and journalist: bom 


Photograph: Keystone 

Zungent, Northern Nigeria 16 
November 1904; Premier, East- 
er Nigeria 1954-5% PC I960; 
President, Federal Senate I960; 
Governor-General and Com - 
mander-in-Chief, Federation of 
Nigeria 1960-63; President of 
Nigeria 1963-66; Leader; Nigeria 


2936 flora 
buruzm (died 1983, thru satis, 
one daughter); died Enusi, East- 
ern Nigeria 11 May 1996. 


Bruce Boyce 


The American baritone Bruce 
Boyce was best known as a con- 
cert singer, especially in the 
Bach Passions and in Delius's 
A Mass of Life, which he record- 
ed under Sir Thomas Beecham, 
and as a recitalist, most partic- 
ularly as a singer of LJeder. He 
also appeared in opera and 
wfll be remembered by many 
opera-loving Londoners of toy 
generation as the first Don 
Giovanni they heard and saw on 
stage. 

His fine and resonant voice, 
tall figure and air of authority 
made him a notable Giovanni: 
that was in 1948 at the Cam- 
bridge Theatre. A few years lat- 
er he sang the Count in The 
Marriage of Figaro at Covent 
Carden, under the baton of 
Erich Kleiber, and that inter- 
pretation was also memorable. 

Boyce (whose real name was 
John Bruce McLaren) was bom 
of American parents in Cana- 
da, but moved when a child to 
Superior, Nebraska, where he 
was educated and where his vo- 



Boyce: LJeder singer 
Photograph: Hutton Getty 

cal talents first became appar- 
ent. He studied at Cornell Uni- 
versity, working in a garage to 
pay for his studies and taking a 
degree in French and Practical 
Singing. In 1932, while still a stu- 
dent, he took part in a concert 


at the White House in Wash- 
ington. In 1934 he studied 
Uederwith Reinhold von Wfer- 


lich in Salzburg, then came to 
London and sang with the Ori- 
ana Madrigal Society and the 
Bach Cantata Gub. He made 
his solo debut in 1936 at a 
concert in London, and the 
following year sang in the St 
Matthew Passion at Queen’s 
HaiL 

Returning to America, in 
1938 Boyce gave a concert at 
Carnegie Hall, New York, and 
in 1940 was drafted into the 
United States Army, where he 
served with distinction daring 
the Second World ^&r ( being 
twice decorated. On his 
discharge from the army he 
went back to London to study 
further with the Italian tenor 
Dino Borgioli. 

Borgioli was at that time 
artistic director of the New 
London Opera Comp arty, pro- 
moted by Jay Pomeroy, which 
performed popular operas for 
two years at the Cambridge 
Theatre; here Boyce made his 
operatic d&ut in 1947 as Mo ri- 
te rone in Rigoletto. This was 


shortly followed tty the title 
role of Don Giovanni and Mar- 
cello in La Bohime, both char- 
acters that suited him very welL 
Although a newcomer to opera, 
he bad experience, both as a 
man and a imimrian, that gave 
him great authority on stage; 

With the English Opera 
Group in 1951 Boyce sang Mr 
Gedge the Vicar mAJbert Her- 
ring, and Aeneas in a new real- 
isation tty Benjamin Britten of 
PwxbU’s Dido and Aeneas, first 
given at the Lyric Theatre, 
Hammersmith, then toured to 
the Holland and Cheltenham 
Festivals, and to Liverpool His 
portrayal of Mr Gedge, smooth 
and unctuous, was particularly 
successful The following year 
he sang four performances of 
the Count in The Marriage of 
Figaro , conducted ity Erich 
Kleiber, at Covent Garden. 
Boyce’s Count, like his Don 
Giovanni, was notable for a 
commanding presence and for 
muskahty with which the singer 
shaped Mozart’s vocal lines. 


Boyce continued to appear 
occasionally in opera, mamly in 
dub or society performances: be 
sang Mr Somers In Joseph 
Horovitz’s amusing Gentle- 
man's Island (based on “Eti- 
quette”, one of W.S. Gilbert’s 
Bab Ballads) for the London 
Opera Gub m 1958, and Count 
de St Bris in the Revival Opera . 
Company’s courageous attempt 
at Les Huguenots at the Scala 
Theatre in 1959; I remember his 
Consecration of the Swords in 
Act 4 as truly terrifying. 

However, his main activity 
until the end of his singing ca- 
reerwasas aLiedersinger.His 
repertory was huge, covering flic 
whole range of 19th-century 
German sons from Loewe, 
Schubert and Schumann to 
Brahms, Wolf and Mahler, hi 
the mid-Fifties and early Sixties, 
his pianist was often Gerald 
Moore. From 1962 until he re- 
tired from singing, he was ac- 
companied by Geoffrey ftadey; 
in 1964 they gave a deeply 
moving last conceit together. 


performing Schubert’s DieWm- 
terrdse at the Wigmore Hall. 

Boyce made many record- 
ings, including Mendelssohn’s 
Elijah under Josef Krips and the 
St Matthew Passion, in which he 
sang Christus, conducted by 
Piet van Egmont. He also 
recorded Li taler by Schubert, 
Brahms and WolL 

He began to teach singing at 
the Academy of Music during 
the late 1950s, when one of his 
pupils was the tenor Philip 
Langridge. He then left the 
Academy for some years, re- 
turning there from 1977 to 
1984, when the pianist for his 
lessons was invariably Michael 
Hafl. In 1985 he finady retired, 
moving to Provence. His final 
years were spent at Bishop 
Auckland in County Durham. 

Elizabeth Forbes 


John Bruce McLaren (Bruce 
Boyce), singer: bom London, 
Ontario 2 September 1910; died 
Bishop Auckland, Co Durham 
11 May 1996. 


Stanley Reed 


Although Stanley Reed had 
long retired as director of the 
British Film Institute, his death 
marks yet another loss to the 
world of dnema, following as it 
does so soon after those of the 
critic John Gillett, the film his- 
torians Bill Everson and David 
Shipman and the former own- 
er of the Academy Cinema, Ivo 
Jarosy. Like them Reed had a 
passionate, lifelong commit- 
ment to film, notably to the 
educative and cultural aspects 
of the medium. 

He began his working life as 
a teacher, aged 21, in the East 
End of London, where he had 
been bom and continued to live 
all his life, despite the sur- 
rounding gentrification of the 
area, which doubtless did not 
appeal to his leftist principles. 
The son of a printer, he went to 
Stratford Grammar School on 
a scholarship. He later took a 
degree in English at the College 
of St Mark and St John, 


Chelsea, and qualified as a 
teacher. 

It was after the Second Wbdd 
Wfex - during which period he 
worked with schools' evacuation 
- that he became first the Vi- 
sual Aids Officer for West Ham 
and subsequently joined the 
British Film Institute as their in- 
augurate ry Education Officer. 
This was during a period of 
comparative austerity and for a 
while the BFI remained a small, 
friendly organisation housed 
modestly in buildings around 
the Soho area of London. 

Although money was tight, 
Reed and others began the 
oddly-titled Experimental Film 
Fund, which helped aspiring 
film-makers including Tbny 
Richardson, Karel Reisz, Jack 
Gold and Kevin Brownlow. At 
this stage the involvement was 
in short films. Years later Reed 
appeared in Brownlow’s 1975 
mature film Winstanley , as a 
rather uneasy Recorder. 


After a period as Education 
Officer, Reed began a stint as 
Secretary to the BFI and in 1964 
was appointed its Director. The 
BFI was expanding during this 
period and moved from 
Shaftesbury Avenue to Dean 
Street, to Waterloo and else- 
where. The change from a dis- 
tinctly family atmosphere was 
well under way. But Reed nev- 
er became grandiose and the 
BFI under his guidance 
retained its remit to encourage 
the art of the cinema. Only in 
recent years has bureaucracy 
and aggrandisement sabotaged 
this role. 

During Reed’s directorship, 
the Film Fund blossomed and 
developed into the BFI Pro- 
duction Board under Mamoun 
Hassan and Reed’s prot6g£ 
Bruce Beresford. And in 1970 
the gleam in the eye of the Na- 
tional Film Theatre’s oontroOec, 
Leslie Hardcastle, became a 
reality with the opening of a sec- 


ond auditorium there, to which 
I was appointed programme 
planner. This was after three 
strenuous years w orking di- 
rectly to Reed, as the BFTs first 
press officer. He bad a rather 
strict view of the BFTs role and 
eschewed the glossier aspects of 
PR. He was most concerned 
about the choke, for example, 
of the opening programme for 
NFT2 lest it be too frivolous, 
and he always made the final 
decision about the opening film 
for the London Fflm Festival. 
He worked tirelessly for the BFI 
including on Sundays, when he 
would regularly attend the John 
Player Lectures at the NFT and 
host hutches for the myriad 
stars and directors involved. 

When, in 1972, he retired 
from the directorship of the 
BFI, it was partly on grounds of 
a heart condition, but he soon 
became immersed in the ex- 
pansion programme for re- 
gional film theatres. For four 


years he worked with others to 
open the network of regional 
film theatres which he believed 
to be a cornerstone of the 
BFTs work. 

He finally relinquished this 
consultancy and retired to his 
garden and workshop at his 
bouse in Wanstead, east 
London. He continued lifelong 
interests in photography and 
reading. 

It was at school, aged 11, that 
he had met Alicia Chapman, 
who in 1937 became his wife, 
and they shared a life together 

that ran happily in tandem with 
Reed’s demanding career and 
their shared love of cinema 
and the arts. He and Alicia 
never ceased to be part of the 
amsefousness of those who had 
met and worked with them. 

Stanley Reed was a man of 
quiet integrity with the maimer 
of a stem yet benign headmas- 
ter, who earned respect and ex- 
pected high standards. He was 


Reed: eapoctod high s tanda rds 

above all entirely without bom- 
bast and I have a notion that he 
would have approved of a re- 
mark made m a Jacques 
Tbnrneur Western: “Iris not a 
question of who's right, it’s 
wharis right that matters”. 

Brian Baxter 


Stanley Reed, educationist and 
administrator: bom London 21 
January 1911; married 1937 
Alicia Chapman (three 
ters); died London 4Mayl \ 


Deszo Keresztury 



La a series of publications that 
almost 70yeazs, DezsO 
the grand old gen- 
tl^pran nf’Htrn garig n letters, left 

an indelible imprint an Hun- 
gary’s intellectual life as a lit- 
erary historian, poet, and writer 
on European and, in particular, 
German culture. Like so many 
Hungarian writers of his gen- 
eration, the apolitical Keresz- 
tmy could not avoid getting 
involved in politics at the high- 
est level - in his case as Mins- 
ter of Religion and Education 
-in the post-war g ov ernme nt 

But while many other fellow^ 
intellectuals succumbed to the 
temptations of seiyiog the ide- 
ologues of Fhsdsmor Commu- 
nism (or, in some cases, both) 
that dominated Hungarian p^i- 
itks in the middle years of the 
century, Keresztury never be- 
came tainted by being assoa- 
afedwift them. Instead, behind 
his okt-fasbfoaed courtesy he 
preserved , high standards of 
personal decency and inteQec- 
tual honesty; though his 
detachment from pollticf kept 
him fintn epit estiiw bvwi • 
entiasm, of ’Hungary’s repres- 
sve regimes. 

Keresztury was born into a 
comfortable middle-class fam- 
ily in 1904 in the western Hnn- 
garian town of Zalaegerszeg 
where his father was the local 
mayor. His education in Bu- 
dapest included a spell at the 
elite Eotvos college -where he 
was latex to return as director 
- then he moved on to the uni- 
versities of Vienna and Berlin. 
He stayed on in the German 


sacked after two years in 1947 
for refusing to carry out the na- 
tionalisation project. 

With the Communist take- 
over ia 1948, Keresztury was 
gradually demoted: initially he 
worked as the chief librarian of 
the Hungarian Academy of Sci- 
ences and then from 1950 to his 
re tir e men t in 1971 as a head 
of department at the National 
Library. 

During the 1956 pro-detnoc- 
racy uprising Keresztury joined 
the rerolutfonatycomrairatte of 
Hungarian writers but did not 
play a prominent part and es- 
caped retribution. He remained 
aloof from politics, but as his 
reputation in the literary world 
grew, the Communist state 
showered honours on him. 

. Keresztuiy’s presence in 
Hungary’s cultural life was all- 
pervasive. He was a prolific au- 
thor who belonged to the 
so-called Paimooian school of 


landscape __ 

the region. This somewhat bu- 
colic verse — a typical example 
was Thmsdanubian Hexameters 
(1956) - was largely tradition- 
al in form and content 

Keresztury was better known 
to the general public for his 
work as. a cultural historian 
with a popular style who com- 
bined a passionate involvement 

in local, Hungarian traditions 
with an equal connnitment to 


’s role, working at the 
Humboldt Univeraty. After his 
rebus to Hungary m 1936 he 
joined the Gentian language 
Budapest daily, Pester Lloyd, as 
thepaperis literary editor. 

Tne young Keresztmy stove 
of German culture and history 
and his experience of living 
under the Naas inoculated him 
far the rest of his life against col- 
laborating with dictatorial rule. 
With many other intellectuals 
discredited by their dose links 
with Admir al Horthy’s right- 

ideS candidate for important 
posts m Hungarian cultural fife 
at the card of the Second World 
War. In 1945 he was put in 
charge erf Eotvos College - its 
last director to enjoy wide- 
spread respect before it came 
under Communist control 
which left its academic perfor- 
mance and reputation in tatters. 

While at the College, Keresz- 
tury was also appointed Minis- 
ter of Religion and Education 
in Hungary’s coalition govern- 
ment, where he represented the 
centre-left feasant Party. He 
embarked on major reforms to 
modernise die Hungarian edu- 
cational system, but also had the 
unenviable taricoffemgreatra- 
ed to push through radical leg- 
islation, such as nationalisation 
of schools, most of which had 
been undo’ church control 

Although uumQing to do it, 
Keresztury hoped that the 
process could be carried 
thrcmghm a humane manner - 
by allowing teachers to stay on 
in their jobs - but he was con- 
stantly under pressure from 
the increasmgtypawexfu] Com- 
munist faction in the coalition 
not to make concessions to the 
churches. The Catholic Keresz- 
tatywasde^fytroubtedbycon- 
fijeting loyalties and was nearing 



Karaarimys bucoBc vara 

European artistic values. He was 
one of the leading authorities on 
Hungary's great 19th-century 
poet, Janos Arany, and his age. 
His Illustrated History of Hun- 
garian Literature (1956) was 
one of the first coffee-table 
books , of the highest artistic 
merit to be published in Hun- 
gary. And his vast output in- 
ducted bools on Hungarian 
muse, opera and ballet as well 
as his beloved Lake Balaton. 

A tall, slim and handsome 
man, Keresztury was much 
helped through 50 years of 
marriage by h£s first wife, the 
musician Maria Sdber, and af- 
ter her death by his second wife, 
Maria Novak. 

He never stopped writing; his 
last volume of poetry was pub- 
lished when he was 90. Among 
the few belongings found with 
him after his death in hospital 
where he spent the last month 
of his life, was a poem express- 
ing his heart’s longing to return 
to Lake Balaton. 

Gabriel ftutos 

Dezsd Keresztury, literary histo- 
rian, poet: bom Zalagerszeg, 
Hungary 6 September 1904; Min- 
ister of Religion and Education 
1945*47; married' 1943 Maria 
Sdber (died), 1985 Maria Novak 
died Budapest 30 April 1996. 


Lord Houghton of Sowerby 


Lord Houghton’s passion to 
end the abure of mm-human an- 
imals equalled bis concern for 
human rights, writes Alan 
Whittaker [further to the obit- 
uary by ThmDalydl 3 May]. 

In the Seventies, when many 
of us, naively as it turned out, 
thought cruelty could be 
finally outlawed, I had the plea- 
sure of serving under Lord 
Houghton. Many of us in those 
heady days were three or four 
decades younger than him, but 
few of us had his energy and 
none of us his nous. 

His commitment to animal 
welfare was not a pastime of the 
evening of his life, but lifelong 
and profoundly-felt In his teens 
he had mounted the stage of a 


Derbyshire music ball to ] 
at an animal act - an earty sign 
of his urge to get things done. 
That practical action was im- 
portant to him was later evi- 
denced by what was virtoajly his 
own creation, CRflfe the 
Committee to RefornjftulimaJ 
Experiments, and his Associa- 
tion with some of the more 
radical animal welfare organi- 
sations. Even in his nineties, 
he would help any practical 
initiative to further animal 
welfare. 


CORRECTION: Lord Hough- 
ton of Sowerby is survived by hfc 
wife. Lady Houghton. She was 
awarded the CBE in 1986. 


DEATHS 

HORAN: Fotbes Thwor. Peacefully at 
Cowley Manor Nursing Home an 11 
Mav, aged 90 vears. Grateful thanks 
to tbe staff at Cowley Manor. Funeral 


service at Ifewh-sl 


wtesbury 
17 May. Ni 


Abbey. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Cheltenham GL52 6 AH. 

LAND ALE: Michael Alexander 
Squires, on 12 May, in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia. Beloved son of the late Mr 
wnfcnm Landale and Mrs Margaret 
Lodge. Former husband of Mar- 
loved father of James and 
. tie. brother of Jennifer and 
Vanessa. Loved by Karina. 

MARTIN: Dee, LLB. Banister of the 
loner Temple, aged 76. on 12 May at 
home. Much loved husband of 
Bettr. and father of Declan. Conrad, 
Niafi, Finbaxr, and Brendan. Proud 
Irishman and internationalist, brave 
socialist, dedicated teacher and 
toval father and friend. Cremation at 


Lewisham Crematorium, Vudaob 
Lane, cm Wednesday 22 May at 
230pm_ If wished, donations to St 
CtaBtopber's Hospice, Sydenham, or 
to Amnesty International, reminis- 
cences to 59 Ravensboume Park 
Crescent. London SE6 4YG. 

AaBW*w ,Ml< brCa aia !MKllBS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Merriages, Deaths, Mem o- 
rial services, ’Wsfld tn &a n n l vvg « rta. In 
Mcmoriom) should be sent hi writing 
to me Gazette Edilot The Independent, 
l Canada Sqmre, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don E14 5DL. telephoned to 9X71-29Q 
2011 (34-hour answering ma chine 
0171-293 2012) or fined to 0171-393 


Wills 

SirBtmaldWhlt)erRadford,afBrent- 
wood, Essex, chairman of HM Cus- 
toms and Excise 1973-77, left estate 


valued at £ 565,222 net. He left 
£5,000 to the RNLL 
Joan TOmuMk* of Leeds, left estate 
valued at £1,247,817 net 


Birthdays 

Sir James BaddOey, biochemist, 78; 
Sir WHliam Batty, former chairman. 
Ford Motor Co, 83; Mr David 
Boston, former tfimrrrw, Homiman 
Museum, 65; Mr Michael Browning, 
actor, 66; Dame Eugenia Charles , 
Conner prime minister of D omin Ira, 
77; Mr Michael Oa pham MP, 53; 


86; Mr Ted Dexter, former England 
cricket captain, 61; Mr Brian Eno, 
musician, 48; The Hon David Gore- 
Booth, former ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, 53; Mr Andrew Hargreaves 
MP, 41; Mr Richard Hough, author, 
74; Mr John Lanchbeiy, conductor 
and ballet comp oser, 73; Mks Bar- 
bara Lott, actress, 76; Lord Mc- 
Donald, former Senator of the 
College of Justice in Scotland, 80; Sir 
Frederick Mason, former diplomat, 
83; Mr Mike Oldfield, musician, 43; 
Professor Philip Reynolds, former 
Vice-Chancellor, Lancaster Univer- 
sity, 7 ft Mr Anthony gaffer, play- 
wright, 70; Mr Peter Shaffer, 
playwright, 70; Mr Peter Smith, Hnjh 
CornmissioneT to Lesotho, 54; 
Mr Ralph Steadman, cartoonist, 
60; Professor Sir Eric Stroud, 
paediatrician, 72; Sir David "Happi- 


er, former gov ernm ent minister, 50. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Carlo C?gn.->nt 1 painter, 1628; 
Dr Neil Axnott, physician, 1788; 
Michael WHliam Batfe, composer, 
1808; Stephen Heller, pianist and 
composer, 1814; Alfred Rethd, his- 
torical painter, 1816; Clarence Ed- 
ward Dutton, geologist, 1841; 
Leopold, Count von Kakkreuth, 
painter, 1855; Lyman Hank Baum, 
author of The Wizard of Oz, 1856; 
Pierre Curie, physicist, 1859; Arthur 
S c hniP i er , playwright and novelist, 
1862; Edwin Mmr, poet and trans- 
lator, 1887; Katherine Anne Porter, 
author, 1890; Mikhail Afanasyevfch 
Bulgakov, playwright and novelist, 
1891; Joseph Cheshire Gotten, actor, 
1905; James Mason, actor, 1909. 
Deaths: Ephraim Chambers, ency- 
clopaedist, 1740; Edmund Kean, ac- 
tor, 1833; Daniel O’Connell, Irieh 
leader, 1847; Emily Elizabeth Dick- 
inson, poet, 1886 ; Joseph Whitaker, 
publisher and founder of Whitaker's 
Almanack, 1895; Charles Whiter 
Stansby Wi lliams author orid play- 
wright, 194$; Hubert Wilcox, film 
producer, 1977; Sir Robert Menses, 
former prime minister of Australia, 
1978; Rita Hayworth (Margarita 


Carmen Canrino), act r ess, 1987; 
GObeit Roland (Ijns Antonio Dama- 
50 de Alonso), actor, 1994. On this 
day: the Yoddsts defeated the Lan- 
castrians at the Battle of Hexham, 
1464; the Ashmolean Museum, Ox- 
ford, (named after ESas Axhmoifi) 
was founded, 1679; an attempt was 
made by James Hatfield to assassi- 
nate King George IQ ax tbe Drury 
Lane Theatre, 1800; 'Giuseppe 
Garibaldi defeated the Neapolitan 
army at the Battle of Cdatsfimi, 186% 
the US Department of Agriculture 
was inaugurated, 1862; the world’s 
first regular long distance air mail ser- 
vice was began between Philadelphia 
and New York, 1918; the world’s first 
air hostess, Ellen Church, flew in a 
Boeing 8QA from Oakland, Califor- 
nia to Cheyenne, Wyoming, 1930; a 
British nuclear bomb was eqjloded 
at Christmas Island, in die cen tral Pa- 
cific, 1957; Edith Cresson became the 
first woman prime minister of 
France, 1991. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of Saints Bertha and Rupert, St 
Dymphna, St Gerebemus, St Hah- 
vaxd, St Hilary of Galeata, St bans 
of Rostov, St Isidore of Chios, St 
Iridore the Farmer, St fetor of 


Companions. 


Lectures _ 

National Gallery: Akaaader Sturgis, 
“Holbein (in): The Ambassadors?, 
: lpm; Richard CaJvocoresa and CoF 
in Wiggins, “In Conversation: 
Velfizquez and Bacon”. 4pm. 
Victoria and Albert Mdsetnur Lau- 
rence Magne, “Haute couture 1880- 
1920 on both rides of the' Charmer, 
230pm. 

Receptions \ 

HM Government 

Mr Richard Page ME Parliamentary 
Under Seoetaiy of State for Small 
Business,' Industry and Energy, was 
the host at a reception held yester- 
day at Lancaster House, London 
SW1, on the occasion of the Seventh 
European Conference on Compos- 
ite Materiais- 

Dinners 

Inter-Pkrttamentaiy Union 
Dame Jill Knight, Chairman of 
the Taler-Parliamentary Union, 
hosted a dinner held yestexday 
evening hi Shepherd's Restaurant, 
London SWL, m honour of a Par- 
liamentary Delegation from Boland 


led by Profesior Jerzy Wlatr MP. 
IbendatfaM br Sdcsoe 

and Ttrimologt 

Lord Butter worth m in the chair nt 
a dinner discussion held yesterday 
evening by the Fo undation for Sa- 
ence and JkctmoioffffoBomng a vis- 
it to the Rutherford Appleton 
Laboratory, Chilton, Oxfordshire. 
Dr Paul Williams was tbe host. 

General Dental Council 
Dr Margaret Seward, President, 
General Dental accooipa- 

nied by Professor Seward, was the 
host at a dinner held yesterday at 37 
Wimpole Street, London Wl. Mr 
Norman Davies, xetithm Registrar of 
the Council, and Mrs bams, were 
the principal guests. 

Royal Society 

The Princess Rcgral was the guest of 
honour at a lecture held yesterday 
evening at the Royal Society, Lon- 
don SWI, to ce lebrate the bicerne- 
naiY OfEdward langA e rm t rfl 
to vaccination. Professor Donald 
Henderson delivered tbe lecture, 
entitled “The Miracle of Vaccina- 
tion". Sir Aaron Khig, President of 
theSodety, was the host 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Honorary Mera- 
■ 1 * UICB 4 g * tansh on the occasion o( ihc 
miuff gaaon of Uk ! pew -tympanum M [be 
BMfc ^change. St Maiy Aae, London ECfc 
and u Founder and Chairman, (hr Duke 
. fcdmbacgta's Award Imenuikmal A.-ao- 
caDon, siiemh a Wirid firff.xwhJp Dinner 

M St James's PMace. The Priaceof Xw 
Meeting ot the Kim's 
R»d M H-13 Cawa&rt, Square, London 

°°04“K 

attends the Developing Occu- 

Conference at tbe Col We n r 
Ge^Pracritioners, London SVfiUnd „ 
L P nd °" Un * c/:dr J. attend* 



KcM^onJuwn Hall, London ws! 
ofDr John Crowns Cancer Rcscaivh Fund 

« S«he^s. Lomkm Wl. fttaaJ 

!L^, P8t 2? n 01 SPARKS, attend, the 
aeatUaff for Steve MacDtmaU-.can.wW 
odveotun- St KMhnrinrNi IVwk I - , 5 $ 
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ministers and officials at the 
Department of Environment They 
had a highly embarrassing problem; 
the new British Libraiy, the prestige 
project upon which £450m of tax- 
payers' money had been lavished 
was still nowhere near being com- 
pleted after 12 years’ building work. 

The project had got into such a 
mess of delays and cost-overruns that 
they were prepared to consider rad- 
ical solutions: to abandon it and 
leave empty the half finished build- 
ing next to London’s St Ptacras sta- 
tion. The option was dismissed as “not 
cost effective'’ according to a damn- 
ing National Audit Office report pub- 
lished yesterday. Yet the fact that min- 
isters and senior rivfl servants were 
prepared even to countenance such 
a step is a measure of how badly 
wrong the building has gone. 

Instead, it was agreed that the tax- 
payer should stump up an extra 
£75m to solve the Immediate faults. 
In November that year the Treasury 
came up with a new budget of 
£496m to allow the building to be 
finished. All being well - something 
of a rarity in the new library’s his- 
tory - the building which was first 
planned in the 1970s will open in 
November next year. 

Driving along die Euston Road, 
past St Pancras, it is difficult to see 
what the fuss is about That is because 
the red-brick building, with its much 
disliked bright metallic trimmings, 
that lies on the surface is only peirt of 
ihestnirture.UkEag^kxberg,dK 

bulk of the libraiy 1 - and its problems 
- He fax below the surface in the 
underground storage areas where 
most of the books will be kept 

The catalogue of mistakes and 
misjudgements that have bedevilled 
the project are impressive even by 
the standards of other large projects 
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The Auditorium 



Science, Technology asd Industry 

• ’ 1 

Entrance Hall 


Oriental and India 
Office Collections 


CoOn St John Wilson and Partners 
Architects of the new Brftfc/) library 
building at St Pancras 


More than 3,000km of low- 
voltage cables in meted casing 
were installed from 1988. An 
Inspection tty the contractor 
revealed a range of faults, from 
discolouring to naked and 
damaged wiring External 
consultants declared that the ' 

’ cables were unsafe. Entfneers 
blamed the damage on fitters 
tearing the cables when they pulled them around 
sharp comers in the casing during installation. 

In 1994, contractors began an inch-by-inch 
inspection, replacing and repairing damaged wires 
as they went An independent expert 
recommended putting in circuit-breakers to 
prevent fire or cables overheating and producing 
dangerous fumes. The circuit-breakers were 
installed last year. Only .60 per cent of the cabling 
was inspected because ceilings would have had to 
be removed to examine the rest, adding to the 
costand delaying the project by seven months. 




that have over-un like the recent 
additions to Lord’s cricket ground 
and the Channel tunnel 
Former site- workers speak in 
awestruck terms of the things they 
have seen and been asked to do. 
Yards of tiles were brought down 
because one was oat of lme-“by the 
width erf afive pax* piece”, said asite 
engineer. Hand-made bricks that did 
not quite meet the exacting quality 
standards received the same treat- 
ment Miles of electrical cables were 


were the wrong colour- even though 
they would eventually be housed in 
boxes and not be seen. 

A hundred cabling boxes costing 
£1,000 each were bought, found to be 
unnecessary and were, eventually 
tucked away under the floorboards. 


A ceiling was ordered to be remade 
aflera quality checker noticeda piece 
of insulation tape hanging dovwi. 

The £400,000.COTridor linking die 
bookloading bay and the library was 
replaced because the mortar did not 
exactly match the design specifica- 
tion. About 27,000 slates were 
ordered for the roof and rejected 

because the (juality control team was 

not happy with their natural mark- 
ings. That meant someone had to 
sort through another 100,000 slates. 

The fire sprinklers needed 
revamping when it was found the 
pipes had corroded and, if a blaze 
were to have erupted in the base- 
ment where most of the books will 
be stored, they would not have been 
powerful enough to pat it out. On 
the four basement floors, the 


a payment system designed tty the 
government. When building work 
started, back in 1982, ministers 
decided the project should follow 


mechanical shelving system, has Yet the construction companies 

proved to be a nightmare in itself and workers who have swarmed The 
(see box above). over the site are merely exploiting nigh tin 

The reasons for this d£b3de are a payment tystem designed by the that tl 
harder to fathom. The library is a government. When building work operat 
large and complex project Thepeo- started, back in 1982, ministers says:"' 
pie in charge of designing and bund- decided the project should follow the Ul 

mg it under- 

stand&bfy want & n n i a ■ . j t § i § 7 

structure that The catalogue of mistakes that has 
highest quality; bedevilled the library is 
should make a impressive even by the standards 

of other large projects 

British learning 

and culture. fi 

needs to last. Although its exterior a "construction management” system 
has been widely criticised, its into- costing policy. This system was the NA 
nor is lavish and striking. adopted, says the NAO, "because dffficui 

Yet this desire to build the very of uncertainties about the funding, derisioi 
best has fallen foul of sometimes scope and timetable of the pro- Fata 
gross mismanagement FOT instance, Jett.” In other words, rather than approai 
one sub-contractor in his twenties fixing the price at the outset the ofsyste 
has boasted of having made enough Government wanted to agree pay- were, s 
from supplying 250 electricians to be ments to contractors as it went prior tc 
able to retire of the proceeds. along, in the hope that this would ity of t& 


impressive even by the standards 
of other large projects 


a "construction management” 
costing policy. This system was 
adopted, says the NAO, "because 
of uncertainties about the funding, 
scope and timetable of the pro- 
ject." In other words, rather than 
fixing the price at the outset the 
Government wanted to agree pay- 
ments to contractors as it went 
along, in the hope that this would 


give it more control and flexibility. 

The system has turned into a 
nightmare. The first problem was 
that there was little expertise in 
operating It As the NAO report 
says: “There was little experience in 
the UK building industry and even 

less in central government 

i of the ‘construction man- 

AcLS agement’ approach.” 

Cost increases were 
agreed as the project went 
■j along. Power was dele- 

rOS gated by Whitehall to the 

project director and his 
superintending officer. As 

problems arose, they 

waved them through. This 
Systran of "reactive budgeting”, notes 
the NAO, left the department in a 
difficult position to challenge their 
decisions. 

Fatally, this rarely-followed 
approach was accompanied by a lack 
of systematic quality control. These 
were, says the NAO, "inadequate 
prior to 1991". Checks on (he qual- 
ity of the work as it progressed were 


not good enough- As a result, prob- 
lems only emerged once the job had 
been completed and the money had 
been handed over. By then, it was 
too late. 

The recipe for disaster was fin- 
ished off by the libraiy managers’ 
desire to construct a building of a 
standard weD above the puNic norm, 
and an absence of incentives for get- 
ting the job done on time. The 
managers spotted faults that in many 
such projects would be ignored. 
The price carried on spiralling. 

One group that will benefit greatty 
from the dSjfide will be lawyers, who 
will be kept busy by a string of dis- 
putes over contractual claims and 
counter claims. Readers win be mar- 
ginally better off The new building 
wiD only bump up their number by 
between 10 and 19 per cent. The 
capacity of the new science and ori- 
ental reading rooms, notes the NAO, 
will “be exceeded at or shortly after 
opening”. It may be time to start plan- 
ning a new library. If we start now it 
might be operational by the year 2Q20 l 


DIARY 


Going to ze art of 
■ ze matter 

President Chirac ofFVance (below) wffl 
today address members of both the 
Commons arid the Lords in the Royal 
Gallery at Westminster I advise him to 

take a blinkered 

approach, look 
/*•' straight ahead and 

W not give a sideways 

I _ n glance at the arfc- 
“■ ■— = work. If he does 

look around, th is is 
what he will see: a 
massive 45ft by 
12ft picture by the 

Victorian artist 

Daniel MacHse of 
Wellington presiding over a pffle of 
dead Frenchmen after the Btttte _ of 
Waterloo. Immediately opposite - me 

1 % victorious Nelson at Tkafalgan 

What is a patriotic frenchman toao . 
When Charles De Gaulle was bang 
entertained in the £! 

y Sixties, he knew exactly what to do. tie 
made a hdl of a foss when he caught 
sight of the first 

bigger toss when he caugbt sigM0f»* 
Sand. Can we expect a tipton"*"* 
dent today? I gather an advance team 

SSUmwM Mi- 
lo inspect and has made no complaint. 
- A spokesman in the Foreign and C»m- 

. _ . i.l nfRmi oac aLw :‘:i!lpcr- 



me Trainspotting was the one to see." 
There was L tUsking tint ministers, 
civil servants, the British Fflm Institute 
etalgrt together to decide these things. 
I am delighted to learn that itfa aD down 

to family values after afl. 


Dream on, Liverpool 

Rob Jones, the Liverpool and England 

faD-back, was mre of the footballers who 
had poems published in a new book to 
rata* money for charit* His poem, enti- 
tled “Don’t Give Up On Your Dreams”, 
exhorts ns: "So the moral of this tale/ 
Never «h*nk you wffl fail/ Ibnr dream 

can conre trne/ Whatever it fa yon want 


to do." Immediately after pnbfication, 
Liverpool lost the Cap Final, and now 
Jones has beard be wffl miss the Euro- 
pean championships because of a back 
injury 


With friends like 
these... 

Et Ta Tferry? With criticising the BBC 
now seemingly de riguenr in the Radio 
Times, Mr Eurovision Song Contest 
himsetfhasdeddedtogjvehispaymas- 
ters md points, 'terry Wfogum (right), no 
less, shoots fro® the Up in the new 
Issue, as be describes the ending of Ids 
chat show "I wanted to give it np a year 


gasas assEg 

for the Ekench. The painting of Nelson 
fa his death scene. 

Keeping, criticism in 

the family 



British director *•**>■-* ” ~ Frida*. 

STS-*-*- op ason^ gS 
she replied: -Because nty daughter 


■ ' - -v'- • ' 






before I did, in 1992,” he says, “but the 
BBC refused. Then they soW me short 
and sacrificed me for Eldorado, which 
allowed the press 
to say *Wogan 
axed*. I Celt peeved 
by the insensitivity 
— no, incompetence 
— with which it was 
handled. Bat what 
kind of fool ami to 
expect competence 
from a huge mono- 
nth?” 

So — boy the 
Radio Times and read aD about those 
“stupidviskm” programmes put oat by 
the incompetent BBC. 


Poetry is its own 

reward 

The large advertisements being taken 
out by The International Society of 
Poets for tbeir Open Amateur Foeby 
Competition must be bringing dreams 
of riches to aspiring versifiers. But the 
more numerate poets might be as 
unimpressed as I am by their boast that 
-in recent years the Society has 
awarded more than £60,000 in prize 
money to more than 5,000 poets world- 
wide.” I make that an average award 
of £12. Don’t give up the day job just 
yeL 


Beef up the humour 

gfr Kenneth Cabnan, the Government 
Chief Medical Officer and the man who 
starts every conversation with the words 
“I will continue to rat bee£" has added 
a touch erfluunoar to his armoury I 
bean Addressing a meeting of doctors 
at (he Civil Service College, he 
announced: "The good news is I can 
confirm it fa safe to eat jeDy babies — 
provided yon don’t eat the brain or 
spinal cord. "I suppose satire might 
work. Nothing else has. 



JERSEY ROYAL NEW 

With their thin skins TW~\fT1 A need to /return 

and delicate flavour i-*| I I /% I I I fl ^ tooth, or rub off iheskms 

Jersey Royals are the -1- V-/ lit I. V-/-1— aKJ if you prefer. Simply 


With their thin skins T|/~\fT1 A 

and delicate flavour i-*| I I /% I I I fl ^ tooth, or rub tg the tbmt 

Jersey Royals are the -1- V-/ -I LM I. if you prefer. Simply 

fined new potatoes you eouid ever shops for just a few abort weeks pituv in baling sated water and 
taste. Bum the first time they each year Enjoy them while simmer wiih a sprig of mini for 
were grown on the sun-wanned you can. 12.-15 mmuies or until tender. 

island of Jersey; they’ve been Buy little and often. Jmt\- Royals Save hot wiih a knob of butter, 
relfabed for a flavour lhal's are best at thetr freshest - that's or fold with spring salads. 
unique. Jersey Royals are in the wky ice rush in new supplies each Dehcimsl 


12-15 rtmutes or until tender. 
Sore hot with a knob of buster, 
or cold with spring salads. 
Delicious! 


■■I! JERSEY PRODUCE jf:. 

I3H3J RECIPES FROM ANTON l!!;' 

■M HOSDfANN * '. 

Master Chef Antoo Masimanfl loves .V : 

Jersey Royals an] aervw them iu all 
kind* of ways. Many of his latest ideas S. r ' r ^ 
£x Jersey produce are in oar (rev 28 wl 
pafff booldeL Send a siamped m 

adiesaed envelope fof ywr eop today. J 

Fast now to: Jersey Produce, PO 
Please enter me for the holiday draw. 

Name 

Address.-- ■ . . . 


A LUXURY HOLIDAY IN JERSEY 
SinplyCoo>plv | vlbvn>U}xnbelwlonit« , aEree j 

pn^ifaav, to take place aithr end of July, for oa j 

unforgettable holiday Iw two in Jersey. Yon tad ymr partner ] 
wQl fly to Iran your local ahpwt, then stay for a week \ 

on halfboard at the Imtuwus beoehfronl Hold UHorina, I 

W&' omlaiiM^SlBrdacle‘s^'-Spnaoiaan6caahiui)le t 6at 
1^1 four star bole! is renovniwl for its excellent cnisme reflectiag 
MM' Ereoeh and Enplish inUncocetu No ptuefasae necessary. 

Box 217, London NI0 1QJ 




.Postcode 


for jomr FBJSfi recipe booklet, pleanr okIom a MampnIU tv****** 110 x 220 bbb (4X* x 8V). 


pUjglfi py0 U you do dm want id reeeiw other oflen. ufuch vw fed may he rf iotemi to you. plea* Q 
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The need to 
know Chirac 


P resident Chirac is an elusive and con- 
tradictory figure. He is also someone 
the British need to lean) to get along with. 
He has been in office for just over a year. 
He will occupy the Elys£e Palace for 
another six years and conceivably for 
another 13, well into the next oentuiy. The 
hopes of Britain playing a more active and 
constructive role in Europe crucially 
depend, whoever is in power in London, 
on whether Mr Chirac will be open to 
ideas and debate. Getting a fix on bis pol- 
itics, at home and abroad, is an urgent 
necessity for the British. 

Jacques Chirac is barefly a new figure 
to us. He was ejected from his first, 
unhappy spell as Prime Minister of France 
under President Val6iy Giscaxd d'Estaing 
20 years ago. He traces his ideological 
ancestry to General de Gaulle: an intrigu- 
ing mixture of nationalism and Euro- 
pea nism, conservatism and stateism. 
None the less, it is often difficult to define 
what Mr Chirac stands for. He is not a tra- 
ditionalist Gaullist: he is a reformer who 
has taken on some of the fiscal excesses 
of the French state. Some allege this 
means he is brin g in g Thatch erite reme- 
dies to France. But that is too simplistic. 
Such a judgement understates the extent 
of continuity with previous governments, 
particularly over European policy, where 
the Franco-German axis and plans for 
Economic and Monetary Union still form 
the central pillars of France's view of 
Europe. 

In many ways h has been a muddled 
first year in power, in part because Mr 
Chirac has attempted so much, so quickly. 
Outside France, the resump bon of 
nuclear tests in the Pacific was seen as an 
egregious reassertion of an outdated 
French obsession with strategic power. 
But the tests performed a domestic- 
strategic purpose. By establishing his cre- 
dentials as a guardian of French military 
interests, they enabled Mr Chirac to push 
through two startling acts of recognition 
of French military weakness. 

The President took the first step 
towards reintegrating France in Nato 
after 30 years outside. Then he ordered 
the downsizing and professionalisation of 
the French military. Both had been recog- 
nised for years as politically hazardous but 
essential to France’s real security interests. 
Mr Chirac has accomplished both with 
minimum domestic protest. 

The record on social and economic pol- 
icy is less straightforward. The street 
demonstrations of December forced the 
tearing up of parts of the plan to reform 
the bankrupt welfare state. the frime Min- 
ister, Alain Juppe, is smuggling the pieces 


back into the National Assembly one by 
one. As a result, the eventual scale of the 
cuts is difficult to assess, as is their politi- 
cal significance. 

The initial decision to go for sharp 
spending cuts was, in effect, a rededica- 
tion to French membership of EMU. 
Without an assault on social security 
spending - including health care, in par- 
ticular - there was no hope of France 
meeting the criteria for joining a angle 
currency in 1999. The opposition chat the 

E lans provoked led many in Britain to 
elieve that Mr Chirac might have to 
abandon EMU for the sake of keeping the 
domestic peace. This view- a hope on the 
part of the Eurosceptics - is misplaced. 

By all accounts, Mr Chirac toyed with 
the idea but decided that the damage to 
Franco-German relations would be too 
great. The link between welfare reform 
and the EMU criteria is not generally 
accepted in French debate. French offi- 
cials insist the policy is driven by sound 
post-Thatcherite economics to reduce 
the 56 percent share of the French econ- 
omy eaten up in the state. 

The truth is more muddled. Almost all 
the spending cuts are being directed into 
reducing the French government deficit, 
to meet the Maastricht guidelines for 
EMU membership. Little so far is being 
used for Thatch er-style tax cuts. Mr 
Chirac, by all accounts, finds the business 
of shrinking the welfare state mote painful 
than Mr Juppd, who is a more orthodox 
post-Thatcher figure. Mr Chirac hopes in 
the longer run to rechannel middle class 
welfare payments to deal with the increas- 
ingly ugly social problems of the French 
inner suburbs. 

The “certain idea of France” that Mr 
Chirac talked of daring his election cam- 
paign seems to come down to a country 
made powerful and respected abroad and 
less socially divided at home. Mr Chirac 
has begun to position France -sometimes 
painfully, sometimes surprisingly easily - 
to face the economic and security chal- 
lenges of the modem world. He aims to 
achieve this both by using the state and 
reforming It by shrinking the state’s weight 
and power reducing the public sector, 
merging the franc into the euro, ending 
France’s long isolation from Nato. EMU 
remains an enormous gamble. Bin there 
should be no mistaking the continuing cen- 
trality of France’s relations with Germany 
for its European poHcy. It remains to be 
seen how long Mr Chirac can square what 
may yet become a circle: to maintain sup- 
port for a traditional French approach to 
Europe at the expense of a reformist 
approach to the state's role at home. 


The drugs remedy 


rit was hk stepdaughter’s admis- 
sion that she smoked 10 spliffs a day 
that did it Or maybe be is simply more 
mature about such issues than ms prede- 
cessors and colleagues. Either way, the 
remarks made by Tony Newton, the 
Leader of the House, launching the Gov- 
ernment’s new anti-drugs campaign yes- 
terday, were sensible and welcome. 

Mr Newton acknowledged that the 
screaming scare campaigns of the past did 
not work. Remember those twisted, tor- 
tured teenagers with greasy hair and 
grubby clothes, beneath the slogan 
“heroin screws you up"? It’s a Ear cry from 
the trendy - if sweaty - clubbers who 
dance all night ou Ecstasy. The old adver- 
tising campaigns bore so tittle relation to 
most young people's attitudes towards 
cannabis, crack. Ecstasy or ampheta- 
mines that it is no surprise they did not 
change anyone's behaviour. 

The old campaigns weren’t just out of 


touch, they were patronising. The one 
guaranteed way to make teenagers switch 
off is to talk down to them. More than 
anything, teenagers need accurate infor- 
mation about the risks involved in taking 
drugs, and they need information that 
they will trust. Yesterday’s new pamphlet 
is anned particularly at parents. By giving 
them the facts about symptoms and risks, 
it gives them the chance to educate their 
children, and ease their own anxieties. 

The rhetoric about drugs from our 
politicians remains of the old school The 
Prime Minister yesterday fulminated 
about the “evil menace” of drugs. We 
agree with him that we should not be soft 
on dangerous drugs. Middle-class, middle- 
aged people may well feel more righteous 
to attack drugs in that way. But it should 
be obvious now that the most effective 
way to combat drug abuse among 
teenagers is through information and 
education, counselling and advice. 



‘Confess! or well put you on the Richard and Judy show!’ 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Literacy: teachers have an uphill struggle . Facing the age of uncertainty 


Sin Following the oitical report 
by the Office for Standards in 
Education on the methods 
employed by teachers to teach 
children to read in three London 
boroughs (report, 8 May), I feel 
the need to stress that blaming 
teachers is not going to help. Yes, 
there is a problem of poor liter- 
acy and numeracy standards in 
our schools, but it’s much more 
complicated. It depends on 
what's happening in the family, 
whether you are a boy or a girl 
and where you live, just as much 
as what happens in school 
What we need to do is toStop 
b laming everybody else and to 
come up with new ideas to get 
teachers, parents and employers 
to work together to improve the 
core skills of children at ail ages. 
For example, in south-west Lon- 
don, Aztec is already piloting 
family literacy schemes in local 
schools and we also have imtia- 


Sin After over 30 years of teach- 
ing in deprived areas in the North- 
east I find the reports relating to 
London areas bewildering. It is 
impossible for dsadvantagedefafl- 


Unfortunatejy, the confusion 
evident here is typical of the 
confusion which has existed 
throughout the long-running 
debate about literacy standards. 


impossible for disadvantaged chu- debate about literacy standards, 
dren to reach their chronological Proper testing would solve the 
reading age by seven as they have problem, with results reported in 


12- to 16-year-olds raise their 
competence in core drilk and 
improve their career prospects. 
Bat we have not done this inde- 
pendently, we have taken, the 
time to meet and discuss what 
needs to be done and how it can 
be achieved with people in the 
local community who are directly 
affected. This is surely the best 
way forward 

Ian Parses 
Chief Executive 
Aztec (Tr aining and Enterprise 
Council for SW London) 
Kingston-apon-Thames, Surrey 


not been in education for tong 
enough to overcome their early 
problems. By the age of 11 some 
socially deprived children, but not 
afl, are recovering from their lack 
of opportunities, and one hopes 
that by 14 and 16 many will have 
succeeded in doing so. 

The lade of funding, larger 
classes and unsympathetic atti- 
tude can only add to the prob- 
lems of these schools. 

Elizabeth Goudie 
Consett, Co Durham 

Sin Dr Tbny Dodd (Letted, 10 
May) congratulates teachers in 
inner-city schools for producing 
only 40 per cent of Il-year-okb' 
reading at a level below their 
chronological age. He points out, 
correctly, that the statistical norm 
would be for 50 per cent of chil- 
dren nationally to be at this level 

Dr Dodd’s candaskms are rea- 
sonable, given the account in the 
Independent of 8 May on which 
they are based That account, 
however, was inaccurate. The 
real situation, according to the 
relevant report from the Office 
for Standards in Education, is 
that 40 per cent had reading 
ages two or more years below 
their chronological age - a much 
more worrying state of affairs. 


a sunpl 


Jennifer 1 
Egham, Surrey 


Sr r m Chapma n of th e Srmpii- 
fied Spelling Society advocates 
Cut Spelling to make it easier for 
children to learn to read and 
write (letter, 10 May). . 

- 'We’ve been here before. The 

berause^^vn^^teidtomate 
die transition to conventional 
orthography. They would have to 
do the s ame w ith Cut Spellings 
' • to 

create an easy-to-learn lingua * 
fratica. Again, tfri< is ntitf a X5 k 

fem&liC CUlftKAiy ■ 

. The argument about Italian 
children learning to read and 
write in a shorter time than their 
British counterparts <kxsn*t hold 
water. Italian may be simpler 
than English. Japanese is 
acknowledged as the world’s most 
difficult language, with students 
still being taught to read and 
write well into their teens. This 
hasn't stopped Japan becoming 
an economic superpower. 

If spelling was simplified we 
would lose contact with our his- 
tory embodied in the language. 

Peter Stockiij. 

Middlesbrough 


Sin Polly Tbynbee observes that 
“retirement is respectable and 
life is foil of enjoyable and use- 
ful things to do outside the world 
of paid work” (13 May) and 
questions the right of the bulge- 
baby generation to “have-it-all- 
for-ever". 

I am a bulge baby and have had 
a moderate amount for most of the 
tore and amnot compfahung about 
thaL However, to assume iWt we 
all have access to “a small income" 
> a rather Marie-Antoinetie 
:unHkeMsTbynbee’s usual 
standard of cOtOment. 

Among my friends, married, 
divorced, single, with children or 
otherwise, many are already in 
insecure ot low-paid jobs and giv- 
ing up work has nothing to do 

with an^ ^dul^fliv^ 

jobs to the young we are merely 
redistributing the work available 
and transferring to them the 
responsibility for supporting an 
ageing population. 

Government legislation 
against “ageism” may make us 
feel noticed but many of us fear 
that retirement Isa luxury we may 
never be able to afford. 

Bridget Bodoano 
London SW12 

Sir. So R>Dy Tbynbee is out of sym- 
pathy with the aims of the Employ- 
ers’ Forum on Age. Ageism is not, 
in her view, as pernicious as dis- 


Rights of handicapped babies Legal minefield in rural France 


Sin Your report “Aborted 
lived 45 minutes” (10 May) 
repeated the common view that 
choosing to kill a baby by abortion 
is a tragedy only if the baby is not 
disabled. The medical director of 
the NHS trust which carried out Ihe 
abortion said: “Everyone was so 
upset it turned out to be healthy.” 
What message does this send 
out to those like me who have a 
severe disability? I have spina 
bifida, and the vast majority of 


babies with my degree of dis- 
ability are now aborted. 

Why would everyone not have 


been disabled? The answer lies in 
our abortion law, which sets the 
tone for the disc rimina tion dis- 
abled people encounter through- 
out their lives. For if there is no 
right to life, how can we expea a 
recognition of any other rights? 

Alison Davis 
Blandford Forum, Dorset 


Sin I read with interest Gerard 
Gilbert's article on “the French 
weekend retreat" (4 May) as I 
know the Seine Mantime region 
of Normandy well and can well 
imagine the pleasures of having 
a weekend bolt-hole in the area. 


jtobuym 
and as a solicitor I am 
forced to put my enthusiasm for 
Calvados to one side and to dis- 
cuss the best way to structure the 
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No hypocrisy please, we’re British 


T he story so Ear. 

Thi 


There is much complaining 
about the way Members of Parlia- 
ment receive outside payments that 
may affect their behaviour as our 
representatives. 

Not to put too fine a point on it, 
there is a feeling that MPs are not to 
be trusted. 

So MPs deride that in order to get 
MPs trusted again, MPs will reveal all 
the relevant payments made to them, 
and MPs will be trusted to reveal 
them all. 

In due course, the list is published 
and it turns out that Roy Hattersley 
is the richest MP in the House. 

Everyone knows that this is not 
true, because people like Edward 
Heath and David Mellor are rolling 
in consultancy money that they have 
not declared on the MPS* list of 
money received. 

When taxed with this, Mellor and 
Heath and other people who are 
rolling in consultancy money say that 
they have only declared stuff which is 
relevant to their role as MPs, and that 
their other money has nothing at all 
to do with their role as an MP. 

Pull the other one, says half of the 
public. 

OK, then, says the other half of the 
public — why not resign as MPs and 
see if those consultancy fees are still 



MILES KINGTON 


paid to you on merit after you have 
left ftirliament; so we wifi know if you 
were right or not? Otherwise, fast 
declare everything you have got and 
we will make up our minds whether 
it is relevant or not. 

This does not appeal to Mellor or 
Heath. 

Trust us, they say. 

But the whole reason that this sys- 
tem was started was precisely because 
we do not trust MPs, we say. 

The end result is tbatr 

1. A lot of MRs have declared some 
of their earnings 

2. Nobody trusts MPs any more 
than they did before, especially MPs 
like Mellor, Heath etc. 

3. A lot of people trust MPs even 
less than before 

4. Everyone now feels Roy Hat- 
tersley is the only person in Parlia- 
ment you can have any confidence in. 

Meanwhile, everyone abroad is 


looking on with amusement at yet 
another example of British hypocrisy. 

I am sony to have to say this, 
because it always comes as a shock 
when we realise that the wodd regards 
ns as two-faced, or “Perfide Albion", 
as the French admiringly refer to us. 

The British do not like to be 
thought of as hypocrites, because 
they have been told from birth that 
the British are straight dealers and 
gentlemen, that we believe in fair play, 
that an Englishman’s word is his 
bond, etc, that it's not cricket etc etc, 
that we say what we mean and don’t 
beat about the bush, etc etc etc. 

Unfortunately, this is a lead of 
undeclared income. The British are so 

i hmkmg that they have even brain- 
washed themselves into believing they 
are not so. We say one thing and mam 
another. Wfe say “We must have lunch 
one day," and think, “Not ifl can help 
it”. We say, “How lovely!" and think 
“How ghastly!” So when someone 
tells the truth, we actually get rattled. 

If, for instance, someone were to 
paint a portrait of the Queen at 70 
and show her looking like a 70-year- 
old woman, one would not be sur- 
prised if there were an eruption of 
protest from people who wanted her 
painted as we would like to think she 
is, and not as she really is. But nobody 


ever raises a protest over the ridicu- 
lously idealised picture of the Queen 
on postage stamps and bank notes, 
which make her look like some 
teenager from a 1940s fashion mag- 
azine, the concept of which is infi- 
nitely more two-faced and double- 
think than, well, than MPs’ 
undeclared income. 

However, none of this will ever be 
ironed out while the British go on 
thinking of themselves as the fair and 
square, honest-dealing nation among 
afl the bribe-taking, dishonest nations. 

No matter that even Sir Richard 
Scott is shocked by the way the Gov- 
ernment twisted the meaning of what 
he had to say in the Scott report. 

No matter that we have whole- 
heartedly adopted a new profession 
that actually sets out to be two-faced 

No'm^tontiiat Prij^ Mfrtiste^ 
Question Time is called Prime Min- 
ister's Question Time for the very 
good reason that all you get is ques- 
tions and no answers. 

No matter that behind the net-cur- 
tained facade of new Labour, Gordon 
Brown and Peter Mandelson are said 
not even to be on speaking terms. 

After all, life in Britain today is only 
a soap opera and we are the viewers, 
is that not so? 

Now read on... 


as with Gilbert's case, co-owner- 
ship with non-family members is 
envisaged 

French law is fundamentally 
different from English law; chil- 
dren of co-owners of French 
property, whether the oo-owners 
are French or not, have 
entrenched rights to inherit a pro- 
portion of a parent's share of the 
property and, in the absence of a 


carefully prepared agreement to 
the contrary, a buyer may dis- 
cover that child number three of 
his once best mate will have 
every right to force a sale at any 
stage. Automatic devolution of 
the property into the hands of the 
survivors of the original co-own- 
ers can only be achieved by the 
insertion of a particular clause in 
the purchase contract, a clause 
which will often be unfamiliar to 
the notmre with whom the buyer 
is obliged to deal Corporate 
ownership may sometimes help, 
although the costs of setting up 
a corporate structure may prove 
prohibitive in properties of rela- 
tively low value. 

A can of worms? Ideally (and 
usually) not, so long as the long- 
term implications of the venture 
are thought through. 

Fiona Rawes 

London EC4 


TufQman’s murderous democracy 


Sin F.nwna Daly reports from 
Zagreb (13 May) that Croatia's 
likely admission to the Councfl of 
Europe raises the issue of Presi- 
dent Ffanjo Thdjman’s undemo- 
cratic behaviour, in particular 
his riding roughshod over the 
Zagreb atv councfl. Shades of 
Mis Thatcher and the GLC1 
But there is a far more sub- 
stantive issue - Croatia’s new- 
found ethnic purity. Why the col- 
lective amnesia over the 
murderous expulsion of 175,000 
Krajina Serbs m August Inst year? 
That was, alas, an example of 
impeccable democratic behav- 


iour in that the outcome was wel- 
comed by the entire Croatian 


The] 

sibffity, having goaiamered Croa- 
tia. Recognition was indeed “pre- 
mature" given that Zagreb was 
not fit to look after the interests 
of all the peoples within its 
claimed borders. The EU can 
start to make amends by affirm- 
ing the right of the Krajina Serbs 
to return as one of Croatia's two 
historical nations. 

Yugo Kovach 
Twickenham, 
Middlesex 


Day of inaction GPs cannot win 


Sin A couple of months ago I was 
surprised to read about National 
Constipation Day and intrigued as 
to bow one is supposed to take 
part. I have now picked up a leaflet 
from my local chemist adver tising 
the forthcoming National Beef 
"Wetting Day. Surely it would be 
more appropriate to hold a 
National Bed-Wetting Night? 

Justin Brett 
Gilwem, Gwent 


Sir: I know there is little chance 
of a rational debate on the health 
service, least of all with an elec- 
tion approaching, but could we 
please clarify one point? Is the 
criticism of fund-hol ding (report, 
13 May) that GPs have achieved 
nothing, or that they have, and 
thereby created a two-tier 
system? 

Dr PJ Ambler 
Wantage, Oxfordshire 


crimination on the grounds of sex, 
race and disability. After all per- 
suading employers to retain older 
workers mist affect the number of 
jobs for the young. 

Indeed it must. As must 
employing women reduce the 
number of jobs for men. blacks 
the number of jobs for whiles, 
and the disabled the number of 
jobs for non-disabled persons. All 
forms of discrimination are iniq- 
uitous and the only criterion for 
employing staff should be their 
ability to do the job. 

I wonder how okl Ftofly Toynbee 
is. If she really believes what she 
writes, then does she not feci it is 
perhaps time for her to retire to 
make way for a younger person? 
She has "bad her turn at being 
young, as she puts it, and “retire- 
ment s respectable and life is full 
of enjoyable and useful things to do 
outside the world of paid work." 

AlanStewajp 
Luton, Bedfordshire 

Sir As a 50-year-old admirer of 
Joanna Lumlejr (profile, 1 1 May), 

I wonder if it is possible that she 
has not “above afl ... triumphed 
over the menopausal years", but 
like many of us triumphed during 
the menopausal years and perhaps 
even as a consequence of the 
menopause. And would you make 
this type of remark about a male 
actor? I think not Fifty-something 
men are not marginalised and 
seen as batty, scary or a joke. 

Frances Campbell 
Belfast 

Translators in 
the courts 

Sir. Your article of 8 May, "Lost 
in translation", rightly highlights 
the problems of communication 
across language and culture - 
may deny non-English spe 
equal access to justice and so..'.;: 
services. However, since the ere 
ation of the National Register o: 
Public Service Interpreters in 
1994, users and providers of pub- 
lic services are able to locate 
qualified and experienced inter- 
preters who are specialised in 
local government, health care or 
police and court interpreting. 
Also, since 1994, colleges 
throughout the UK provujfci 
courses leading to the Diploma in 
Public Service Interpreting, which 
the Institute of Linguists awards. 

The problem is no longer to 
provide qualified interpreters but 
to persuade the public services to 
stop using friends and relatives 
and to use the national register. 

EODA OSTAKHILD 
Chief Executive, 
Institute of Linguists 
London N5 

Liberated Blake 

Sir Probably the best researched 
interpretation of Blake's 
“Jerusalem" lines is that which 
appeared as long ago as 1950 in 
the book English Poctn\ A Criii- 
cal Inpvducrion by my late tutor 
F y* Bateson, of Corpus 
Chnsu College. Oxford. 

Naturally, he considers the 
verses in their context of the 
larger work Mrltnn. He concludes 
Uiat “it would seem ‘Jerusalem - 
is sexual liberty” and that 
Satan s nulls arc the altars ,>| ihe 
dhurchcj, on which the clergy of 
the ISth century were still pj v j n » 
their deadly Druidic t rude" ** 
His final comment is: "The 
adoption by churches :md women s 
organisations of this ami-cleric.il 
paean offree love is amusing ^j. 
dence of the carelessness if h 
Which poetry is read uniat . Will > 
one tell them what they sin*?' 

William Nkhui 
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Fast forward to the digital revolution 

u ^ a welcome prospect if it frees us from the tyranny of the programme controller 


T Sizzling Summer of Sport*” th?^iS^? asisandBInirtookto 
boasls BBC publicity. Iferrific. Seven fil e } ld *** weefcj screamed 

hundred hours of airtime and £125m marked 

of men and balls. Euro 96 football hits of IW0 worids- pop stats 

the screen on 8 June, to be foUcwSt W ^} to ^ soccer stare Sd vice 

hy 300 hours of the Olympics starthS iStJi! packaging is everything, 
in July. ITV will be screeiSnB some of sc j ccer 513X5 of Newcastle and Uv- 

«a5F m .e fe-aacansas 
sttiKisaffiS asgsmw 

on horses at Goodwood and A_>St r,„H wl h an ewr-burgeonmg strand 

»_-.v ■ / “ 00 * and of proxy snort «h 



me “ wi* clubs at the golf Open, as 
well as Wimbledon. 

What is goiu§ on here? Sport is tak- 
ing ewer the nation in quite a new way 
seeping into the interstices of every 
aspect of national consciousness. Even 
those entirely bored by men and balls 
cannot help but recognise Ruud Gul- 
lit or Gary Lineker, however much 
they wish they didn’t Does sport 
increasingly stand as a substitute for 
everything missing from real life? 
Excitement, engagement, loyalty, pas- 
sion, heroes, bold extremities of 
human endeavour? 

Or is it just the latest product in the 
mass entertainment industry to be 
given the full promotional treatment? 
Sport used to be raw, ru gg ed and dig- 
nified. Now it has become part of the 
pop industry. In the old days young 
hoys crowded around for soccer stare* 
Olographs, but now it is the pre-teen 
girls who go to scream at Ryan triage 
as they would at Oasis. 

Soccer has become serialised as 
never before. Who ever thought of 
screaming at Danny Blanc hflower or 
Stanley Mathews in then long baggy 


prow sport shows from Fantasy 
Football to Question of ~ 


POLLY TOYNBEE 


Sport used to be rugged 
and dignified. Now it's 


football to Question of Sport Sports . . . . , 

stars, however dim and maittculate, part QT the pop industry 
now adorn celebrity spots of every : 

kmd - know what I mean? 

Professor Laurie Tfcylor, a media 


sociologist, observes that sports com- 
mentators these days delve deeper 
than ever into the psychology of the 
players. “TheyVe got their cameras up 
their noses,** be says. “It’s all one Jong 
extended psychoanalysis, all through 
a tennis nmtrh or a snnn|rc»r tourna- 
ment.'’ it turns matches into, soap- 
operas. But why is sport growfngln 
popularity and consuming everything 
else? He suggests sport is raw reality 
out there on the field in a world where 
evetything else on televirion is a con- 
fection or synthetic emotions. 

But is it “genuine”? To those who 
are not fans, sport looks like the ulti- 
mate artifice - groups of grown men 
paid large sums of money to exert all 
that energy in pursuit of something 
entirely meaningless. 

Be that as it may, however, plainly 
a very great number of people (mainly, 
but not entirety, men) want to watch 
this stuff. Another large number of 


people (mainly, but not -entirety, 
women) would rather not. But pro- 
gramme controllers are men, to a 
man, and these days they daim a lot 
of women do like sport, realty. Or at 

fcft? many dnwft frjfr it 7 accordin g fn the 

ratings. But other research shows that 
the remote control in the household is 
almost invariabty trader the hand of the 
male in the room — the p n ^ n winw 
controller in every sitting room - so it 
only adds instft to injury to include in 
the ratings all those women obliged to 
watch against their wilL 

This gender separation of tastes 
means that no sooner does the BBC 
launch its sporting schedule with great 
razzamatazz, gloating over its 
undoubted prowess in sports coverage 
this summer than it gets hit by a back- 
lash of angiy women and others: 
“Soaps get the boot from saturation 
spart”b*astetheDaztyMazZ,complain- 
ing that soaps, and even the 9 O’clock 
News will be displaced by live sport fix- 


tures. “This is not what we pay the 
licence fee for," protests the Rev Gra- 
ham Stevens, chairman of the National 
Viewers and Listeners' Association. 

Channel 4 glows smugly in antici- 
pation of scooping up the soccer 
refugees. John Willis Director of Pro- 
grammes, says apart from half an 
hour a day of men on bikes - the Ibur 

de 'France - “We shall be targe ting an 

audience not interested in locking 
pigs’ bladders into nets - which we 
assume will be mainly women.” OK, 
so what do women like? “Big musicals 
like Oklahoma and ShotiboaL A series 
called the Celluloid Closet , a season 
about gays and lesbians on the Holly- 
wood screen, plus gay icons of Coro- 
nation Street. Ana Gender Quake, 
about men being neutered by women 
ruling the world.” Well, wel£ 

The troth is, televirion is bursting at 
the seams. It is now exceedingly diffi- 
cult to please enough of the people 
enough of the time. Last week’s 
unfolding of the digital future by the 
BBC gave us a glimpse of an entirety 
new world of possibilities, with a 
plethora of services and stations. The 
BBC and commercial digital services 
will be up and running as early as 
autumn next year. Before long every 
viewer wfll become their own pro- 
gramme controller, with news, sport, 
films, live and library services on tap. 
Separate 24-bour stations wfll offer us 
Parliament live, music, BBC classic 
comedy, BBC World News, arts pro- 
grammes and any programme you 
ever missed on high-definition screens 
with CD quality sound. 

This week’s unveiling of the all- 
sport s umm er schedule shows the 
sceptical just why all that is needed. 


More affluent, more specialised, more 
demanding, more sophisticated and 
more quarrelsome audiences want a 
myriad things. "We are no longer foe 
samepeople who sat down together as 
a nation obediently watching Sunday 
Night at the London Palladium - and 
lumping it 

During foe passing of the Broad- 
casting all which lays out foe legal 
framework for this extraordinary new 
digital world, the Lords rebelled. Was 
is it to insert stronger guarantees of 
quality, to deter a world of 500 stations 
of trash or to ensure that all domes- 
tic satellite services be obliged to 
cany foe BBC as well? No. The only 
thing that realty ignited public debate 
was sport - again. The Lords said that 
the “Crown Jewels” of television 
should be preserved for terrestrial 
channels for ever. What did they 
regard as sacrosanct? Eight sporting 
events. And with that they satisfied 
themselves that the future of British 
broadcasting was safe. Phew! 

The significance of foe imminent 
digital revolution is largely pasting our 
legis l ators unheeded. Some commen- 
tators fear wall-to-wall rubbish, others 
celebrate the prospect of the best 
always on offer. Some worry if any one 
station can assemble enough viewers to 
fund good programmes. The best guess 
is that big audiences will still gither 
around high-quality programmes, and 
the BBC wfll still be the sheet anchor 
guaranteeing foe uniquely high-quality 
of British televirion. 

This long hot summer of “sizzling 
sport” will stand as a reminder of why 
we need digital broadcasting - freed 
from the hej 
controller for ever. 


The Westminster malaise 

Labour’s plans to reform the House of Commons are insufficient, says Vernon Bogdanor 


Traditionally, the British Left has 
A been more concerned to capture 
the state than to reform iL Labour, 
upon winning power, used it to push 
through top-down reforms in wel- 
fare, planning and nationalisation. 
These reforms were not, however, 
accompanied by any programme 
designed to secure public control or 
accountability in foe new institutions 
created to administer Labour's pro- 
grammes. This lack of accountability 
constitutes perhaps one reason why so 
many of the refQjms failed to realise 
the hopes placed in them, 
j Under Tbny Blair’s leadership, how- 
™ er. Labour has departed radically 
from this part of its heritage, and has 
developed a bold and wide-ranging 
programme of constitutional reform to 
include devolution, reform of foe 
House of Lords and a referendum on 
electoral reform. The latest part of this 
programme - reform of the House of 
Commons - was revealed yesterday at 
a meeting organised by Charter 88. It 
is badly needed 

For the decline in public approval 
for the House of Commons has been 
precipitous. Just five years ago. a 
MORI poll indicated that 59 per cent 
of the public believed that foe Com- 
mons worked well. Tbday, the figure 
is only 43 per cent. It is not that foe 
Commons is necessarily less efficient 
or more corrupt than it was, but 
rather that public expectations have 
risen apace. Just as foe public 
demands more from welfare services 
than it did in foe more deferential 
past, so also, in a consumerist age, foe 
public expects more from Parliament. 
Therein lies the challenge to the mod- 
ern state, , . . 

Yesterday, Tbny Blair attacked foe 
ritual of Prime Minister’s Question 
Time, the only aspect of Commons 
activity seen by foe vast majority of foe 
public. The futility of this twice-weekly 
charade is not only destroying respect 
for foe Commons as an institution, but 
foe adversarialism whichrt qmbOlBW 



Tinning up the heat; the Commons chamber before the fire of 1834. Labour’s reforms will not work 
unless the doctoral system Is changed first Bridge man Art Library/British Libra ry/T Rowlandson 
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elation. Standing committees, in tuts 
jry designed to do just that, are m i red- 
ty mere ad hoc debating committees 
wlhin which Second Readm« 
speeches arc repeated at tedious 

length interspersed with the reading 


of well-rehearsed briefs helpfully sup- 
plied by interested organisations. 

Part of the problem is that the 
forensic and investfgafotypnxjedures 
of foe C omm ons are confined to the 
departmentalty -related select com- 
mittees, which are precluded from 
considering legislation. The standing 
committees, by contrast, are con- 
trolled by foe whips; they are unable 
to summon witnesses to comment on 
the merits of foe legislation that they 
are scrutinising, or to investigate the 
adequa<ty of foe reasons given for pro- 
posed new legislation. Nor can they 
monitor whether legislation, once put 
on foe statute book, is working as 
intended. 

Labour now proposes not only a 
dramatic increase in the power of the 
select committees but also a funda- 
mental change its their functioning. 
They should be used, declared Ann 
Thylor, Labour’s spokesperson on par- 
liamentary matters, to examine foe 


proposed chairs of agencies and quan- 
gos and to rarity senior public appoint- 
ments, such as the Governor of the 
Bank of England. 

More radically, they should be able 
to conduct pre-legislative inquiries 

The dominance of 
the party whips lies 
at the heart of the 
problem 

with foe aid of witnesses into pro- 
posed legislation. They could, for 
example, examine Green and White 
Papers and other published material, 
so assisting preparatory work on leg- 
islation and informed parliamentary 
debate. It is doubtful if the poll tax, 
for example, or foe child support leg- 


islation would have survived scrutiny 
of this land. 

Ann Taylor admitted that such a 
reform would considerably prolong 
the time taken to steer legislation to 
foe statute book. It would thereby 
handicap the parliamentary pro- 
gramme of a Labour government lb 
balance this, foe opposition would be 
required to accept, as part of a pack- 
age of reform, foe timetabling of bills 
and it would have to be prepared to 
allow btDs to be rolled over from one 
parliamentary session to another, 
rather than, as at present, being killed 
at the end of a session. In feet, such a 
package would be much to foe advan- 
tage of the Opposition. For the power 
of delay has proved to be a largely spu- 
rious power. It has not in practice pre- 
vented most governments from 
achieving them - legislative programme. 
The power to call witnesses before 
select committee bearings on legisla- 
tion, by contrast, is a much more sub- 


stantial power and likely to redound 
to the advantage of foe opposition par- 
ties. 

There is, however, a deeper prob- 
lem with Labour’s proposals. Hitherto, 
the select committees have operated 
best when they have operated con- 
sensualty. Were they to become 
involved in scrutinising a govern- 
ment’s legislative programme, the 
whips would soon him their attention 
to them. Ann Qwyd suggested at yes- 
terday’s meeting that back-benchers 
rather than, foe whips should deter- 
mine select committee membership. 
But that is probably a Utopian hope. 

It is indeed the dominance of foe 
party whips which lies at foe heart of 
the malaise at Westminster. How is it 
to be ended? Can the adversarial sys- 
tem in the Commons be destroyed 
without also destroying foe electoral 
system that produces it? At present 
there is a spectrum of opinion in foe 
country and in foe Commons which 
finds itself artificially channelled into 
just two hostile camps by foe vagaries 
of first past foe post Under propor- 
tional representation, by contrast, 
political opinion could Dow naturally 
into its various channels, and foe 
select committees could prove gen- 
uinety representative of the multi- 
plicity of political viewpoints in the 
country. 

Thus foe deepest question raised by 
Labour’s proposed parliamentary 
reforms is whether they can in fact be 
implemented in a political system 
that remains fundamentally adversar- 
ial Sera in this light, it is reform of foe 
political system which is the essential 
precondition of a more effective Par- 
liament. The referendum on propor- 
tional representation lies, therefore, at 
foe heart of Labour’s programme of 
reform. Such a referendum should be 
held not in the last session of a Labour 
government’s term, as is now pro- 
posed, but in the very firsL For it is foe 
seriousness of foe commitment to 
electoral reform that wfll prove the test 
of Labour's commitment to its new- 
found role as a party of constitutional 
reform. 

Vernon Bogtkmor is Reader in Govern- 
ment, Oxford University. His essays on 
‘Politics and the Con stituti on' have 
been recently published by Dartmouth. 


Dorrell must decide what he wants from doctors 

It is unrealistic to expect GPs to be both managers and clinicians, writes Alan Maynard 

J ■> rov munity and, on a good day, restrict over-use of .specialists. Politicians of all parties advocate a ofan NHS budget of £40bn is inai 
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alone evidence. Draft NHS circulars envisage 
maity hospital procedures being moved out into 
foe community and p rimar y care. 

This movement • 


vray anranve, rneixamr contract 
for minor surg e r y to cut down hospital “lumps 
and bumps* wort Thai work has continued, rat 
Oft now do lots of surgery (for money) which is 
sometimes deficient (eg, the partial removal of 
cancerous Lumps is not good practice). 

If local NHS purchasers are to pay Gift fees 
for more hospital work, can quality be main- 
tained? Quality can only be achieved if GPs and 



eminent is confused in its policies. Does H want 
GPS to be managers? If so, they need tr aining 
in which case foe question is; who will do their 
nitn toal work? Does foe Government want GPs 
to be semi-specialists rather than generalists? If 
so, please train them and manage them and their 

support — **— J 

health. 
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ropriate role for GPs should 
Iter of foe chaff of human 
is to identify foe rare anile 
form of illness m their populations and trans- 
fer them rapidly to secondary care. Whatever 
their tasks, it s necessary to monitor and eval- 
uate primary care so that policies like fund- 
holding produce knowledge to facilitate our 
avoidance of foe charms of the next untested 
panacea adopted by politicians. 


^^differential access to hospital care is nurse practitioners are -weD trained and well 
Y^rinc foe access inequalities of foe pie- managed. Again, management is centiaL The 
1 fvirmNHS where consnftants called foe tune management costs of the NHS are relatively 
_ acawdum to disparate, incoher- modest and foe quality of management remains 
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comment 

When it is right 
to destroy nature 

Nicholas Schoon argues that we 
should not try to conserve every 
plant and animal species 


O ne of Britain’s rarest fungi 
is found only in foe dung 
of New Forest ponies. Several 
colleagues greeted this infor- 
mation with derision when my 
little article about plans to con- 
serve this species, the nail fun- 
gus, appeared in Monday’s 
Independent. Why bother? It is 
a fair question: today the Gov- 
ernment publishes plans to con- 
serve the diversity of Britain’s 
plants and animal species. 

Most of us can feel quite pas- 
sionate about the harm that 
humanity’s persecution or reck- 
lessness has done to the 
charismatic otter, red squirrel 
or golden eagle. But who, 
beyond a few dozen specialists 
in museums and university biol- 
ogy departments, really cares 
about foe hundreds of small, 
utterly obscure plant and ani- 
mal species in Britain which are 
declining or are endangered 
because of our activities? Why 
should we make sacrifices or 
spend money on their behalf? 

If you believe in a divine Cre- 
ation, then answers are easy. 
We have no right to wipe out 
what God made. If you are an 
atheist, you can argue that we 
have a powerful sen-interest in 
slowing foe great wave of man- 
made extinctions now gathering 
pace all over foe world. You 
would say that we have discov- 
ered thousands of useful prod- 
ucts such as drugs and food 
additives in wild species, and. of 
course, all our form animals 
and crops come from foe wild. 
We continue to find new uses 
for species or chemicals within 
them - why damn this stream 
by wiping them out? 

' But for me, all foe best argu- 
ments are moral and aesthetic 
ones. Many greens talk about the 
billions of species on earth living 
in harmony in. the great web of 
life, and the planetary dangers of 
upsetting a fragile balance. This 
is actually unscientific bunkum; 
the Lion King view of nature. A 
genuine ecologist will tell you 
that ecosystems are in constant 
flux rather than balance. While 
species ran have extraordinarily 
complex and co-operative rela- 
tionships, for foe most part their 
interactions are utterly ruthless 
and consist of eating or being 

Nature seems very careless 
with its own. Far the billions of 
years during which life on earth 
has existed, individual species 
have been continuously disap- 
pearing. Existing species or 
entirety new ones soon take 
their place. But there is enor- 
mous creativity and complexity 
emerging from the ceaseless 
struggle -you only have to find 
out a little about a coral reef, a 
mangrove swamp or an undent 


European woodland lo under- 
stand this. EmironmenUiKsls say 
the direction of any species by 
mankind is equivalent to burn- 
ing a precious, ancient book in 
a vast library. Wiping out an 
ecosystem is akin to demolishing 
a medieval cathedral. 

These are powerful images, 
but I cannot see any connec- 
tion. Wild habilai5 and the 
mind-boggling diversity of 
species in the sea, on the' land 
and in the air (there are lens of 
thousands in Britain alone) 
were created tty blind, utterly 
impersonal forces such as 
changes in climate, earlier mass 
extinctions and evolution. 

Even so, foe most rudimen- 
tary understanding of the 

Why should red 
squirrels or 
golden eagles get 
all the attention? 


processes involved leads you 
straight to the realisation that 
each species is special, however 
boring, ugly and even unpleas- 
ant it may appear to us. It has 
its own uniqueness, its own 
place, its own histoiy, which is 
of a different order lo the bor- 
ing, trivia] uniqueness of each 
separate grain of sand on a 
beach. Once you accept that, 
foe fluffy animal approach to 
wildlife conservation seems 
barbaric, irrational. Why should 
red squirrels and golden eagles 
and beautiful butterflies get all 
the attention merely because a 
majority of humans think they 
are cute? 

If we are rational and care to 
understand foe natural world 
we uneasily live in, then every 
wild being threatened by 
mankind's economic and pop- 
ulation growth deserves equal 
conservation efforts from us - 
including foe lowly nail fungus. 

There are exceptions - 
species such as smallpox and 
the tetse fly which cause serious 
suffering and death to people. 
W? have foe right to eliminate 
those entirety, provided that in 
doing so we do not endanger 
entire ecosystems and ourselves 
(which is what happened with 
DDT). 

If eveiy species is unique and 
of equal value, what gives us 
that right? Two reasons. Homo 
sapiens is by far the most inter- 
esting and important species on 
the planet - like it or not we are 
lords of nature. And in choos- 
ing to wage war on our natural 
enemies, we are only playing by 
nature’s own rules. 


VERMEER EXHIBITION 



YOUR LAST CHANCE! 

EXTENDED TO 9 JUNE 

LAST REMAINING |£2j/ 


TICKETS 


• Return flights from Gatwidc or Heathrow. 

• Regional airport departures available at a supplement 

• 2 nights B&B at **★/* hotel in centre of Amsterdam 

• Extra nights available from £50 

• Guaranteed entrance ticket to the Vermeer Exhibition 

• Departure dates and prices available:- 
27 May. 03. 04, 06 & 08 June 

3 star hotels £239 ■ £269 

4 star hotels £259 - £299 

5 star hotel £389 

STRICTLY LIMITED AVAILABILITY 

AH priou indada all airport tans- ? *h*nng 1 room. 

&m)e room supplements may appty- ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 

» For rtsetwHo® phone MtatoFri 09.00 to IBJHfc tSt 

0181-960 9066 fi 

* CITYTRAVELLER DIRECT LTD ® 

4 Exmoor Si. London W1Q6BD 








16 


THE INDEPENDENT • Wednesday 16 May 3996 


BUSINESS NEWS DESK: tel 0 1 7 1-2 93 26 3 6 fax 0171-293 209S 


Investment: Spirits are lagging at Allied 

Sedgwick holds hope for Lloyd’s 

Market report: Bank rumours buffet gas fall-out 


C | T V & BUSINESS EDITOR: IEREMV WARNER 


BTR leads British moves against works councils ^elliffor 
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Some of Britain’s biggest con- 
glomerates are secretly plotting 
to undermine the power of Eu- 
ropean works councils, a doc- 
ument leaked to tbe Inde- 
pendent revealsL 
Directors at BTR have 
decided that a single council for 
the whole company would be 
“large, complex and irrelevant 


other than to some politically- 
motivated union groups.” Un- 
der European law the council 
is designed to aa as a forum for 
consulting and informing em- 
ployees over strategy. 

Minutes of a meeting held at 
Windsor disclose BTR man- 
agement’s belief that such a 
body would also be, “difficult to 
manage and control and would 
be inviting groups together 
whom we would want to keep 


apart "The document says that 
information will be exchanged 
at a meeting with other like- 
minded organisations such as 
Hanson, Tomkins, American 
Brands and Cookson. Some of 
the companies are identified 
with the secretive European 
Works Council Study Group, 
which is made up largely of con- 
glomerates keen to minimis e 
the impact of the legislation. 

At the BTR meeting, held on 


14 November last year, directors 
opted for a “simple and mini- 
malist” approach, with works 
councils established to cover 
“product groupings” on an in- 
dividual site basis. The con- 
glomerate is made up of five 
main commercial interests: in- 
dustrial products, transport, 
construction, electrical systems 
and consumer products. The le- 
gal obligation to provide 
“transnational information” 


would be catered for by the at- 
tendance at the meetings once 
a yea r by a representative of the 
BTR parent group. 

All companies with 1,000 
employees in European Union 
countries, with 150 in each of 
two member states, must set up 
a works council. They are able 
to establish a structure on a vol- 
untaiy basis until 22 September, 
after which it wfll be strictly cir- 
cumscribed by a European di- 


rective. Britain’s opt-out from 
the social chapter of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty does not exempt 
UK-based multinationals from 
the law, but allows companies 
to exclude UK workers. None 
has so far registered its inten- 
tion to do so. 

The TUC was dismayed by 


been far more positive about the 
legislation in order to tailor the 
structure to accommodate both 
the needs of the business and 
the aspirations of tbe workforce. 

He accused BTR and other 
conglomerates of operating "by 
stealth”. He said: “The attitude 
seems to undermine the inten- 


the contents of the BTR docu- tion of the directive and subvert 
m enL Nick Clark, the TUCs its spirit- What have they got to 
works council specialist, ar- hide? What are they afraid 
gued that many mmpani es had their workers will find out?” 


PowerGen set to 
reward investors 
with share buyback 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

POwerGen is today expected to 
announce plans to reward 
investors with a share buyback 
following the £353 disposal 
yesterday of its 21 per cent stake 
in Midlands Electricity to the 
two US utilities buying the 
company. 

The generator, whose own 
bid for Midlands was contro- 
versially blocked by the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade Ian 
Lang three weeks ago, is also 
expected to confirm that it has 
decided not to seek a judicial 
review of the decision. 

PowerGen has the authority 
to buy back up to 10 per cent 
of its share capital -a move that 
would cost just under £400m. 
The market had been expect- 
ing the company to set out how 
it planned to benefit share- 
holders following the collapse 
of the bid for Midlands and had 
pencilled in a buyback, special 
dividend or accelerated divi- 
dend policy. 

Today's announcement is 
also expected to contain news 
of an acceleration in Power- 


Gen's dividend policy and will 
coincide with the publication of 
the company’s 1995 results 
which have been brought 
forward by a week. 

The market is looking for 
pre-tax profits of between 
£580m and £6Q5m and a further 
cut in dividend cover. Last 
year the dividend was covered 
33 times by earnings and Pow- 
erGen said its intention was to 
reduce cover to between 25 and 
2,7 times “in the coming years”. 
Analysts are hopeful that 
PowerGen will be able to re- 
duce cover at a quicker rate 
than indicated. 

The tuning and size of a 
share buyback will depend on 
market conditions and price 
and is not expected to take 
place immediately. 

The sale of the Midlands 
stake will net PowerGen a prof- 
it of £69m and raise the hold- 
ing of Avon Energy Partners - 
a joint venture between Gen- 
eral Public Utilities and Cinergy 
- to just under 29 per cent. 

This removes the threat of a 
rival stepping in, and baying up 
PowerGen ’s stake to mount a 


Allied bosses 
warned to stop 
rot in profits 


TOM STEVENSON 

C'rty Editor 

Allied Domecq's new chair- 
man Sir Christopher Hogg has 
given the spirits to pubs group's 
senior management a stark 
ultimatum: improve profits at 
what has been one of the FT-SE 
100’s worst performers or face 
the consequences. 

Tony Hales, chief executive, 
underlined the pressure being 
placed on them by Sir Chris- 
topher, saying: “We have no 
illusions that a return to earn- 
ings growth is the priority, and 
that this management team wfll 
be judged on that basis. We are 
determined that our strategy 
should deliver sustainable 
profits recovery." 

He was speaking as Allied 
confirmed the profits warning 
it made at February's annual 
meeting, its second gloomy 
trading statement in little over 
half a year. Profits in the six 
months to February tumbled 24 
per cent to £317m (£4 16m), 
thanks mainly to a slump in 
profits at the group's spirits and 
wine operation. 

Despite plenty of warning, the 

shares slipped another 5p to 
497p as the City digested a div- 
idend of 9.44p for tbe six month 
period and the broad hint that 
the payout would remain largely 
unchanged at about 23.6p for 
the full year to August 

Attention was firmly focused 
on Sir Christopher’s strategy for 
the future. Great faith has been 
placed by investors in his ability 


to reverse the underperfor- 
mance of Allied’s shares in re- 
cent years with expectations 
aroused that be would replicate 
the successful demerger of 
Gourtaulds from its textiles arm. 

Investors have questioned 
for some time the logic of com- 
bining a global spirits marketing 
operation with a retailing divi- 
sion that takes in UK pubs and 
American food outlets such as 
R askin Robbins and Dunkin 
Donuts and advocates of a de- 
merger have put a value of up 
to 670p a share on the break up. 

Sir Christopher refused to be 
drawn, saying only that de- 
merger was always an option 
that a “responsible manage- 
ment” would consider. He also 
played down the danger to 
senior management jobs, saying: 
“I am very much in support of 
what management is doing to 
make Allied work better.” 

The company also declined to 
comment on recent speculation 
that it might be close to dis- 
posing of its 50 per cent stake 
in the Carisberg-Tfetley brewing 
venture to Bass. Having lost its 
top spot to Scottish & New- 
castle, following their purchase 
of Courage, Bass is understood 
to be keen to forge a deal 

During the six-month trading 
period, spirits and wine con- 
tinued to suffer from tbe flat 
worldwide market for spirits. 
Volumes of Allied’s brands 
slipped 3 per cent and the di- 
vision’s margin fell from 21 
per cent to 18 per cent. 
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contested bid. A spokesman for 
the two US utilities welcomed 
the move which makes it almost 
certain that the £1.7bn offer - 
which is already agreed - will 
go through succesfully. 

PowerGen’s legal advice ap- 
pears to have been that it had 
a strong and credible but not 
overwhelming case for a judi- 
cial review of tbe Lang deexaan. 
However, when the American 
bid materialised at a price 
which PowerGen would not 
have been prepared to match 
even if the courts had ruled in 
its favour, it felt it had little op- 
tion but to sell its stake. 

Proceeding with a judicial 
review in those circumstances 
would, it appears, have stretched 
credibility. There is unlikely to 
be any firm news today, howev- 
er, on whether or not FfowerGen 
wfll gp ahead with the £370m sale 
of two power stations to the 
HansarMnvned Eastern Energy. 

PowerGen put the plant dis- 
posal cm hold when its bid for 
Midlands was blocked, fearing 
that otherwise it would be fac- 
ing increased competition in the 
generating market at die same 



PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Rail track was last night head- 
ing for a £1.95bn price tag. at 
the top of the estimated range, 
as it emerged that more than 
£6bn is chasing the institution- 
al share allocations. 

The offer to pension funds, 
insurance companies and oth- 
er professional investment in- 
stitutions is well over four times 
subscribed, City sources said. 

The institutions are to be 
allocated up to 70 per cent of the 
shares and the offers they have 
made are believed to be at the 
top of the 350p-390p range. 

It is the institutional offers 
that will set the price on Friday, 
and private investors will pay 
10p less a share. 

The number of private in- 
vestor applications for the re- 
tail offer is also thought to 
have passed 200,000 by the end 


Ed Wallis, chairman of PowerGen, Is expected to argue that he does not have regulatory certainty over plant disposal 


time as being held back from 
competing in supply. 

Ed WtaHis, PoweiGen’s chair- 
man, is expected to argue that 
it does not yet have the regu- 
latory certainty it would like in 
return for disposing of the 
plant - a move that would re- 
duce earnings by 2-3 per cent. 


The electricity regulator. 
Professor Stephen Littlechfld, 
has warned that he may refer 
PowerGen to the Monopolies 
and Merger Commission if the 
plant disposal does not go 
ahead. 

National Power,' whose bid 
for Southern Electric was alo 


blocked by Mr Lang, is also ex- 
pected to announce a share- 
holder incentive package when 
it produces its annual results tal- 
er this month. 

There had been speculation 
that it conld rewara investors 
with a package of Special divi- 
dends, share-buy bdes and en- 


hanced dividends worth up to 
£2bn. 

However, the decision of Mr 
Lang also to retain the 
Government’s golden shares 
in the two generators, making 
them tnd»proo£ has reduced the 
need to maintain shareholder 
loyalty with exorbitant payouts. 


BoE forecast dashes hopes for rate cut 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Inflation will fall below 25 per 
cent this year, the Bank of 
England predicted in its quar- 
terly Inflation Report yester- 
day. But it warned that the risk 
of inflation climbing above the 
Government’s target in 1998 
made it difficult to see a case for 
cutting interest rates further. 

Mervyn King, tbe Bank's 
chief economist, said the. recent 
reductions in the cost of bor- 


rowing had been a reaction to 
the danger of a slowdown in the 
economy. “You can see it as tak- 
ing out an insurance policy 
against the downside risk. There 
is a case for continuing to pay 
the premium for a while longer 
but it is not easy to see the case 
for increasing the prenmim,” he 
said. 

The Inflation Report warned 
that it was at this stage of the 
cycle that policy mistakes tend- 
ed to be made, with short-term 
weakness in manufacturing 


masking the futnre buoyancy of 
the economy. Although its fore- 
cast showed inflation at 25 per 
cent in two years’ time, it was 

“marginally more likely than 

not” that it would dimb above 
the target if base rales were left 
unchanged at theirennent 6 per 
cent level. 

Economists interpreted the 
Report as a signal that the Bank 
would oppose another interest 
rate cut “The Bank is letting us 
know that the next move will be 
up,” said James Barty, an econ- 


omist at investment bank 
Deutsche Morgan GrenfelL 

Some City analysts think a 
rise will be needed later this 
year. However, most think rates 
win not be changed until the 
general election, “ft is difficult 
to see the Bank prevailing on 
tile Chancellor to raise rates be- 
fore then,” said Bill Martin, 
chief economist at UBS. 

Mr Kang said that how soon 
monetary policy would need to 
react to evidence of risks to the 
inflation target in the future de- 


pends on how the economy 
evolves in the next few months. 

According to the Report, two 
factors might slow growth in the 
short-term: weaker exports to 
Europe and the overhang of 
stocks. However, these dan- 
ger were diminishing. 

Other indicators suggested 
that growth would pick up next 
year. The Bank predicts above- 
trend growth In consumer 
spending and expects invest- 
ment to increase. 
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of last week, several working 
days ahead of the close at nook 
today. The retail offer is be- 
lieved to be oversubscribed on 
the basis of the number of ap- 
plications already in. 

But it was not clear last night 
whether there would be a big 
enough rush in the closing 
stages to allow the Govern- 
ment to increase subst antially 
tbe proportion going to private 
investors from toe minimum 30 
percent. The public success of 
the issue is likely to be measured 
by how far the retail offer is in- 
creased above 30 per cent, with 
a proportion of more than 40 per 
cent widely seen as the target. 

However, City sources pre- 
dicted a last-minute surge as 
share shops send in their final 
batches of applications. Almost 
2 million investors registered for 
the offer, and on past experi- 
ence toe Government would be 
disappointed if less than 30 
per cent of these - 660,000 - 
turned into formal applications. 

There have been fears that 
the row over plans for price cuts 
announced by British Gas’s 
regulator un Monday wfll deter 
investors in Railtrack, which is 
also a regulated utility. 

If this row does have an im-^ 
pact, it is likely to show up in tots 
pace of last-minute applications 
yesterday and this morning. 

The argument between 
British Gas and its regulator was 
over how to value the assets of 
the company. But Rail track’s 
regulator last year abandoned 
tbe idea of setting charges on 
the basis of return on assets - 
as used by toe gas regulator - 
and instead set them at levels 
that “would not make it undu- 
ly difficult for Railtrack to fi- 
nance its activities,” according 
to the prospectus. 


British Gas steps up 
attack on regulator 


BCCI creditors get 
£lbn payout boost 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

British Gas yesterday stepped up 
its attack on the “draconian" 
price controls proposed by the 
industry regulator Clare Spot- 
tiswoode, citing evidence from 
her own advisers to support its 
claims that the curbs amounted 
to seizure of shareholders’ funds. 

In particular toe British Gas 
camp drew attention to state- 
ments by two academics who 
have advised Ofgas which were 
said to contradict Ms Spattis- 
woode’s contention that the 
price curbs on its pipeline busi- 
ness TransCo represented a 
“fair balance” between interests 
of shareholders and customers. 

Tbe move came as Harry 
Moulson, managing director of 
TransCo, met senior officials at 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry to protest at the Olgas 
proposals and put British Gas’s 
case that they could lead to 
10,000 job losses and undermine 


the safety and reliability of toe 
transportation system. 

British Gas contends that 
toe price curbs, which conld cut 
revenue from its pipeline 
business Hans Co by up to 
£850m, amounL to retrospective 
regulation and effectively allow 
Ofgas to clawback past depre- 
dation from shareholders and 
distribute it to consumers. 

asseU*ee on whkh UansCo can 
earn a return from £18bn to 
£9bn-£LLbii and by cutting de- 

aDowances, Ofgas* h ajn^iored 
tbe findings of a Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission re- 
port in 1993 on Trans Co’s 
chargin g regime. 

These are key areas of dispute 
since If British Gas and Ofgas 
foil to reach agreement then the 
company will be referred auto- 
matically to the MMC at the 
end of July. 
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JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

More than 35,000 long-suffer- 
ing British creditors of toe col- 
lapsed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International took 
a big step towards seeing their 
first compensation payout as 
Abu Dhabi yesterday handed 
over £lbn to the liquidators. 

Deloitte & Tbuche said the 
precise amount to be paid to 
creditors is still subject to court 
decisions currently in progress. 
Earlier this year the liquidators 
had hinted that the payout 
would be at least 20p in the 
pound, but were hopeful of in- 
creasing this by recovering large 
funds from sewsral litigation cas- 
es under way. 

■The final obstacle to settle- 
ment was cleared before Christ- 
mas in a Luxembourg court, 
ending years of frustration and 
legal squabbling since the bank 
was shut down by regulators in 
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July 1991 following the discov- 
ery of massive fraud. 

Abu Dhabi, which was the 
major shareholder in toe bank, 
yesterday handed over £lbn as 
part of an overall settlement 
worth £1.2bn, Abu Dhabi has 
also paid £167m into escrow 
which will be released later, toe 
liquidators said. 

“Wfe are vety happy our fight 
for five years has come to a 
fruitful conclusion and we urge 
toe liquidators and the courts to 
reach a quick conclusion so that 
the dividend can be paid,” said 
Adil Elias, chairman of BCCI 
Depositors Protection Associ- 
ation. 

Tbe money from Abu Dhabi 
forms the bulk of the retrieved 
funds, which amount to over 
£L2bn. About £300m have been 
won in a settlement with Sau- 
di Arabia’s most prominent 
b anking family , while a number 
of funds have been located in 
the United States. 
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*lf steady, sustainable 
growth and low 
inflation do not set 
the electoral pulses 
racing, there will 
continue to be 
politicians arguing 
for a burst of 
unsustainable 
growth instead' 


Polls aside, Clarke is getting the economy right 


« u,e Bnlish electorate prefer hs 
-^economy to be badly run? Certainly 

drilln E W0rs ! “ nc,u aons that nrightte 
*■* fact Ken cake’s 
& ana 5 n,cm of ** economy appears 
Partv’s JEf*? 6 ? at - 8 ^ on Conservative 

Snv h»fS C, “' Mana S einent of the econ- 
g ffSSg - 0,1 “"rational measures, a 

The Bank even 
mtil ^ CbanceDor’s 
clanri that the economy’s growth potential 
J^d unproved thanks to the flexible labour 
P e unemployment count could be 
pushed down towards 1.5 mfflicra without 
tn 8genng inflation, it said. 

Mr Clarke issued a warning earlier this 
week that he would not sacrifice the public 
ii nances m order to announce big tax cuts 
*n the next Budget It is a fair bet that he will 
not cut the cost of borrowing again when the 
pnnk of England has started to warn that an 
increase might be needed If he does the 
right thing on both counts, it will be proof 
of the success of the current policy arrange- 
ments, which are designed to get away from 
the pattern of boom and bust that has long 
afflicted this country. 


However, there must still be a danger that 
siren voices in the Conservative Party win 
hire the Chancellor off-course. If steady, sus- 
tainable growth and low inflation do noLset 
the electoral pulses racing, there will con- 
tinue to be politicians arguing for a burst of 
unsustainable growth instead It is a false 
temptation. Voters stay unimpressed by the 
macroeconomic indicators because they tell 
yon nothing about the sort of things that 
trouble them - the absence of full-time 
rather than part-time jobs, the disappear- 
ance of perks like tea-breaks at work, the 
battle it takes to get hospital treatment for 
an elderly relative, the shabbiness of their 
environment. Britain does not feel like a 
prosperous economy yet. 

Good economic management is a long 
game, and the rewards for Mr Clarke get- 
ting the big picture right will go to one of 
his successors. But he should continue to 
resist the political cynicism of those who 
argue that he might as well stop trying. 

On reflection, Olgas’ 
case is still strong 

T he Independent found itself virtually 
alone yesterday among broadsheet news- 
paper business sections in supporting Care 
Spottiswoode, the gas regulator, against the 
cries of foul eminamig from British 
Gaj/IransCa With the dust beginning to set- 
tle on Ofgas’s explosive proposals, ft is worth 


asking the question again: are they unfair on 
shareholders? One difficulty with answering 
the question is that it is actually quite hard 
to find any genuinely independent expert to 
provide on assessment We phoned National 
Economic Research Associates, acknowl- 


utnities. Er - hard for ns to comment they 
said, since we are advising Trans Co. What 
about Professor Michael Becsley of the Lon- 
don Business School? He was pari of the last 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission team 
to examine these issues so he ought at least 
to know which side is right to dahn MMC 
support for its view. Sorry old boy, no can 
do. I'm advising Ofgas, you see. 

Oh well, well just have to try ourselves, 
with a little help from Peter Vass. research 
director of the Centre for the Study of Reg- 
ulated Industries (who presumably is inde- 
pendent). So, dear reader, sit up and con- 
centrate for we are about to enter territory 
which although guaranteed to make the eyes 
glaze over is of great import to the future 
of the utilities and bow they are regulated. 

There are two ways in which the propos- 
als might be unfair on shareholders. If it 
could be shown that they add up to an expro- 
priation of shareholders' assets, then that 
would certainly be unfair and possibly even 
illegal . Secondly, if it could be shown that 
the regulator’s assumptions about the scope 
for improved efficiency are impossibly 
demanding, then that would also be unfair 
because it would mean TransCo would not 


be able to achieve the allowed rate of 
return. It is virtually impossible for a jour- 
nalist to make a realistic assessment of the 
second of these possibilities for it requires 
detailed analysis of the integrity of the 
forecasts. The targets seem harsh to the 
point of being virtually impossible but then 
all cost-reduction programmes are thought 
impossible by those who have to carry them 
out until they are actually tried. An adjudi- 
cation will have to await the MMC. 

The possibility of expropriation is easier 
to address. The regulator's proposals on 
depredation, whatever she may claim, are 
certainly at variance with the more liberal 
approach authorised by the MMC in 1993. 
The MMC said British Gas should be 
allowed to depredate its assets on the basis 
of their replacement cost or book value. 
What Ofgas is proposing is that they be 
depredated on the basis of what investors 
actually paid for those assets at the time of 
privatisation, which is dearly a much smaller 
figure. The difference may seem an obscure 
and arcane one, but the numbers involved 
are considerable. Ms Spottiswoode’s 
approach is a lot less generous to British Gas 
than the MMC's but in itself it doesn't 
amount to expropriation. There may well be 
something in Lhe detail which does, but on 
the face of it. Ofgas is allowing TransCo to 
recoup shareholders’ original capital through 
depreciation. 

It might have been a lot worse, for there 
is a third approach which a few wild voices 


were urging on the regulator. This is the one 
that assumes that the gas industry has no 
long-term future and that there is therefore 
no need to replace the company’s network 
of pipes, pumping stations and storage facil- 
ities. In these circumstances the industry 
would become regulated on a cash-flow 
basis, taking no account at all of the need 
to replace the company’s stock of capital. 
Now this really would be expropriation for 
depreciation has another role besides being 
a source of fends for future expenditure - 
that of recovering the cost of past invest- 
ment. On what might be called “the depre- 
ciation-free’* approach, the industry would 
be progressively run down until there was 
nothing left. If Clare Spottiswoode had 
opted for this method, then shareholders 
really would have a case. 

On the approach she does adopt, the 
effect is to allow lower prices now at the 
expense of consumers in the future. For if 
gas does have a long-term future, someone 
is one day going to have to pay the replace- 
ment cost of the industry’s assets. What Ms 
Spottiswoode is allowing by way of depre- 
dation won't cover the hill. But that is all a 
long way in the future and. in any case, not 
of direct concern to shareholders. There is 
a lot of detail in the proposals, and quite a 
bit of unexplained fudge too, so it is possi- 
ble that expropriation is involved. But on 
methodology alone, the MMC is going to 
find it hard to support TransCo against Ms 
Spottiswoode. 


Hodder warns of plunge 
in first-half profits 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

Profits at Hodder Headline, 
publishers of John le Carre’s spy 
novels, will plunge by 50 per 
cent year-on-year in the first half 
of 199b, the company’s chief 
executive warned shareholders 
yesterday. 

The profit warning helped lop 
36p off Lhe company's shares, 
which dosed at 224p. 

Generally poor trading con- 
ditions in the UK book trade, 
which have affected even big 
publishers such as Harper- 
Collins and Penguin, were to 
blame. Hm Hely Hutchinson 
said. The company also lacks a 
wide range of bestsellers in the 
early pari of 1996. 

He discounted suggestions 
that the collapse earlier this 
year of the Net Book Agree- 
ment, the price -fixing scheme 
Lf t had underpinned retail 
prices in the book trade for 
almost a century, had led to the 
profits, collapse. 


’“Profits have been stagnating 
for everyone." Mr Hely 
Hutchinson said. “Indeed, it’s 
a good thing the NBA was 
abandoned, or we might have 
been even worse off." He added 
that sales were up 15 per cent 
in the first four months of 1996, 
partly on the strength of 
aggressive marketing. 

Last year, the company had 
pre-tax profits of £5 .7m, on 
revenues of £88.8m. 

The end of the NBA has led 
to a market highly divided be- 
tween the high-volume chains. 


including supermarkets such 
as Asda which stock a limited 
number of popular books, and 
the smaller, specialist book- 
shops. Smaller retailers warned 
that the collapse of the NBA 
would lead to financial ruin for 
the local shop. 

Analysts agreed the market 
for books in the UK was 
generally soft, bin said there was 
no sign yet of widespread prob- 
lems among small retailers. 

Publishers, however, have 
seen their margins squeezed, as 
they fight for market share and 


Hodder Headline 
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face mcch higher prices for 
book-quality paper. “All the 
UK trade are having a real 
tough time." Lucy Broke, me- 
dia analyst at James Cape], 
said. “It's been a very flat mar- 
ket for the last few years." 

Hodder Headline has ex- 
panded rapidly in recent years, 
mainly through acquisitions. It 
now accounts for at least 10 per 
cent of the UK book market. 
The company was one of the 
first to leave the Net Book 
Agreement, in a high- stakes 
attempt to build market share. 
It was also a pioneer of the “finn 
sale", which replaced the right 
of retailers to return unsold 
copies of books for credit. 

The shares have spiked and 
Mien in the past, following 
warnings about profit levels. 

The company yesterday an- 
-nounced- the publication later 
this year of Mr le Carry's new 
book, the Tinker of Panama , 
which Mr Hely Hutchinson ex- 
pected would help the compa- 
ny recover in the second halt 



Profits spied: Tim Hely Hutchinson (above) expects the 
new le Carre novel to lift the second half 


Stormy quarter cuts General Accident’s profits 


JOHN E1SENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The tough winter on both sides 
of the Atlantic tore a large 
hole in General Accident’s first- 
quarter earnings, as the general 
insurer ycslerday heralded a re- 
covery in motor premiums. 

GA's pre-tax operating prof- 
it slumped to £55m in the first 
three months, down from 
Lll2m in the same period last 


year. But the market reacted 
with relief that the results were 
no worse than expected and 
pushed the shares 19p higher to 
654p, encouraged by good 
growth in investment income, 
and a robust net asset value. 

GA provided further much- 
awaited evidence of the turn- 
around in motor premiums 
after a long period of slide, hav- 
ing increased commercial mo- 
tor rates by 6 per cent in 


February and private rates by 4 
per cent in April "Motor rates 
could well continue to move up 
during the year,” said Bob 
Scott, chief executive. 

On the property side, private 
household premiums are at 
the same level as a year ago 
while rates on commercial lines 
have drifted slightly lower. Mr 
Scott said there are no plans for 
rate increases on either of the 
property lines. 


First-quarter investment 
income at GA was up at£I36m 
from £115m. Net asset value, 
which many analysts use as a 
measure or the strength on the 
business, held up near the top 
of forecasts at 651p. Operating 
earnings per share fell to 6.Sp 
from 16.6p a year ago. 

Claims from property dam- 
age due to the unexpectedly 
harsh winter in the US and the 
UK cost the insurer £70m. The 


world-wide general insurance 
underwriting result was a loss of 
£96m compared with a loss of 
£14m a year earlier. 

“There is very little surprise. 
Really the story is one of severe 
weather on both sides of the At- 
lantic. The underlying trend is 
still pretty difficult," said Rob 
Procter of Lehman Brothers. 

Referring to the recent merg- 
er between Sun Alliance and 
Royal Insurance, Mr Scott said 


GA had no similar plans and 
would be making no acquisition 
moves while it beds down Prov- 
ident Mutual the life office 
which it took control of three 
months ago. Mr Scott said the 
focus for expansion would 
remain Europe, notably France. 
“We are looking ah the time, we 
have got a few things we are 
working on, but we are not an- 
ticipating doing anything in the 
immediate future,” he said. 


AT&T links up 
pan-European 
telecoms arms 


5 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

AT&T and Unisource, an 
alliance of European telecoms 
companies, yesterday an- 
nounced a merger of their 
continental European tele- 
coms businesses, in the latest 
sign of rapid consolidation in 
the liberalising telecommuni- 
cations market. 

The new company, to be 
called AT&T-Unisource, will 
have revenues of Slbn (£660m) 
and a staff of 5,000, and will 
offer pan-European services, 
particularly to businesses. Uni- 
source will take a 60 per cent 
majority stake. 

It joins two established 
alliances. BTs Concert and a 
ioint venture between France 

elecom and Deutsche 
Telekom, formed in advance of 
the deregulation of telephony 
in the EU by 1998. 

Uoisource, owned by the 
Swiss, Dutch. Swedish and 
Spanish national telecoms 
companies, also has the option 
to take up to a 49.9 per cent 
stake in AT&T’s UK opera- 
tions, within the next year. 
AT&T already has an opera- 
tor's licence to offer telecoms 
services in Britain. 

AT&T-Unisource had al- 
ready established a strategic al- 
liance, Uniworld, to offer both 
European and international 
services to businesses. Yes- 
terday’s announcement repre- 
sents a further step in 
co-operation, executives from 
the two sides said. 

The merger will also simpli- 
fy the relationship between 
the operating companies, and 


provide them with the ability to 
expand by acquisition in the fu- 
ture. The two have agreed, as 
well, to jointly fund research 
and development and to invest 
in multimedia. 

“This is a much expanded 
joint venture, which will be 
much more useful to our 
customers as a whole," a 
spokesman said. Common 
network, joint hilling and 
customer service will also be 
features of the new venture. 

liberalisation of the voice 
and data markets in the 
European Union has encour- 
aged a range of telecoms com- 
panies to extend their services 
into different markets. AT&T- 
Unisource said it would offer 
wireless, satellite and systems 
integration services, primarily 
to big businesses. 

The new venture wifi have 
two headquarters, in Geneva 
(for multimedia) and Hoofd- 
dorp in the Netherlands (com- 
munications services.) 

The two companies said they’ 
have alerted competition au- 
thorities in Brussels, which 
have been looking closely at all 
telecoms alliances in recent 
years. The new joint venture 
will require the European 
Commission's approval. 

Brussels has also been 
looking at Uniworld, which 
has yet to be approved, and has 
so far withheld approval of 
Telefonica's investment in 
Unisource. 

A spokesman for BT said: 
“We’re very pleased that Ihey 
are catching up." BTs Concert 
is seen as being the most de- 
veloped European alliance. 


Fear of former 
ways return to 
haunt Wace 

sky-high level of debts to man- 
ageable levels. More recently, 
be bas tried to re-position Wace 
away from pre-press printing to- 
wards an integrated business of- 
fering clients, who include 
British Airways and food re- 
tailer Asda. a “one-stop shop 
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Menswear’s downstairs. 


An extensive selection of famous name menswear can be found throughout the spacious Lower Ground Floor ol the 

West End’s most stylish fashion store. 
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The spirits are lagging at Allied 
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This was a dismal performance from 
Allied Domecq but the market had 
been fully briefed and, in the event, 
investors shrugged off a 24 per cent fall 
in pre-tax profits from £41 6m to £3 17m 
and the shares fell only 5p to 497p. 

That will come as cold comfort, how- 
ever. to anyone in the stock for any 
length of time. They have underper- 
formed the market by 20 per cent over 
the past year, 30 per cent over three 
and a depressing 40 per cent since 1991. 

It is little wonder that investors have 
pinned so much hope on new chair- 
man Sir Christopher Hogg, the wun- 
derfcmd of Courtaulds and Reuters and 
one of the founding fathers of what 
many see as Allied's best road to sal- 
vation, demerger. 

For a market obsessed by the 
mantra of focus. Allied is a totally un- 
acceptable mish-mash of interests, 
with a portfolio of mainly second-string 
spirits brands competing for manage- 
ment attention with an illogical, if bet- 
ter placed, retailing side, taking in 
managed pubs, Victoria Wine off- 
licences, Baskin Robbins and D unkin 
Donuts. 

Whether the company has the 
chutzpah to take the radical steps re- 
quired to create a rational group, how- 
ever, is unclear. While Sir Christopher 
is seen as a catch for Allied, City an- 
alysts will tell you privately of their 
doubts over the quality of the rest of 
the top management They are at least 
on notice that they need to shape up 
or ship out 

Certainly the group has a patchy 
record, even disregarding the difficult 
markets in which it currently trades. 
It plainly overpaid for Pedro Domecq, 
the ill-fated Spanish/Mexican drinks 
business that continues to suffer from 
high Latin American infla tion and the 
collapse in value of the peso. And it 
can fairly be questioned for the price 
it achieved in the recent sale of a clutch 
of former Lyons food businesses. 

The challenges facing Allied are 
rather more simple to enumerate than 
to overcome. It must try and push 
through price rises in the spirits arm 
where a 1 per cent improvement 
would add £27m to trading profits; it 
must focus on its leading brands - BaJ- 
lantine, Kahlua, Beefeater and Sauza; 
it must make inroads into the £350m 
of its cost base over which it has some 
control; finally it must bring to fruition 
the long overdue exit from the Caris- 
berg Tetley brewing venture. 

Looking further ahead, though, 
shareholder value is only likely to be 
created by focusing on what it is good 
at, retailing; and getting shot of the 
spirits arm it is struggling to make a 
success of. On the basis of some ana- 
lysts calculations such a deal might pat 
a value of maybe 670p on the shares. 

In the meantime, forecasts of about 
£604m in the year to August and 
£68 9m next time put the shares on a 
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prospective price/eamings ratio of 14 
falling to 12. With a same again 24p 
dividend likely, the shares yield 6 per 
cent, which puts a solid floor under the 
price. Good value. 

Gases still 
firing for BOC 

BOC continues to demonstrate the 
rock-steady virtues of its industrial gas- 
es business. While the rest of the 
chemicals sector is riding the down 
slope of the industry's rofler-coaster cy- 
cle, BOC is still just beginning to ben- 
efit from the increasingly mature world 
economic recovery. 

Yesterday’s announcement of pre-tax 
profits up 12 per cent to £217m in the 
six months to March owed much to an- 
other strong result from the core gas- 
es operation. Although there continue 
to be some concerns surrounding the 
US market, the caution expressed by 
□ew chief executive, Danny 
Rosenkranz, in February seems in ret- 
rospect to have been more to do with 
the severe winter weather than any fun- 
damental weakness. Indeed recent 
price increases have stuck in America 
and good demand and firm prices 
seem to have boosted profits in near- 
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lyall the main gas markets of the world. 
As a result, operating profits from the 
division firmed 10 per cent to £198m. 

There continues to be no shortage 
of investment opportunities. Capital ex- 
penditure was jacked up from £212m 
to £324m in the six months, and most 
of that related to gases. The focus there 
remains the US, and although demand 
for large gas separation plants for cus- 
tomers like US Steel is now starting to 
slow, BOC reckons there are still 12 
to 18 months of demand to go for. 

Further out, the potential for step- 
ping up construction of similar plants 
m rapidly growing Pacific economies 
is huge. But while there are plenty of 
opportunities to invest, the challenge 
remains to lift gas margins from the 
14.8 per cent they reached in the sec- 
ond quarter to nearer the 18 per cent 
or more achieved by the industry’s best 
like Air Products and Praxair of die US. 

Elsewhere, the vacuum and distrib- 
ution operations continue to motor, 
raising profits 39 per cent to £43.6m 
in the latest period. A flattening in de- 
mand from the semiconductor indus- 
try may slow growth in the short term, 
but the fundamentals remain sound. 

BOCs Achilles’ heel remains health 
care, where US hospital consolidation 
and spending cttt-oacks hit sales of 
anaesthesia machines and divisional 
profits slumped 9 per cent to £28.4m. 
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But the real problem is in inhaled 
anaesthetic gases, where the newer 
Suprane is only just offsetting the con- 
fined decline of the original Forane, 
off-patent since 1993. Despite BOCs 
defiance that the business is not for 
sale, it is not clear where it is going. 

On James Ca pel’s forecast of prof- 
its of £450m this year, the shares, up 
7p at 931p, are a firm hold on a for- 
ward p/e of 16. 

Hope builds up 
at Westbury 

During the housing market’s heyday in 
1989, Cheltenham-based housebuilder 
Westbury racked up profits of £35m 
and basked in the reflected gloiy of a 
share price above 250p. Hopes of 
ever revisiting those halcyon days 
looked pretty fond in the loss-making, 
provision-loaded early Nineties. 

But tangible evidence of a housing 
market recovery, and another set of re- 
silient results, is encouraging such 
talk again. According to the Halif ax 
Building Society, house prices have 
risen in each of the last rune months 
to April. Against this more benign 
background, a 10 per cent drop in Yifest- 
bury’s pre-tax profits to £1 L5m for the 

ting! But^e^guremclud^^^^m 
exceptional charge taken for tbe rights 
issue funded acquisition of Quire 
Homes. BICCs housebuilding aim. 

Operating margins actually rose 
again to 8.7 per cent from 8.5 per cent, 
thanks to higher volumes and an im- 
proved product mix. Private house sales 
were 7 per cent higher, while houses 
fetched an average selling price of 
£68,413, up 5 per cent reflecting a far- 
ther increase in the proportion of de- 
tached houses sold. These will soon 
account for half of Westbnry’s business. 

All this was achieved in what West- 
bury admits were “difficult'* market 
conditions where buyers are still call- 
ing the shots. For example, Westbury 
paid average incentives of £3J>85 in the 
second halt or 5.1 per cent of selling 
prices, versus £2,431 is the first half. 

Building market share is dearly the 

name nf the cytm t* ac co nglomera tes un- 
bundle then housing assets and the sec- 
tor consolidates. The Clarke deal 
which expanded Wesibiny’s land bank 
from 6£00 to 8,700 plots, was there- 
fore timely though further in-fill ac- 
quisitions are not being ruled ouL 

The current year has got off to a 
good start with sales reservations, ex- 
cluding Clarke, up 10 per cent on last 
year. House broker P anm are Gordon 
Looks for 1997 profits of £21 .6m, 
putting tbe shares -up 6p to 21 Op yes- 
terday - on a p/e of 13. About right, 
but even a small dose of price inflation 
would see the stock testing new highs. 


There’s something in 
them there bore holes 


City Diary 

John Willcock 


British investors in Timbuktu 
Gold are holding their breath 
as they wait to hear whether 
the Calgary-listed mining 
company launched in Febru- 
ary is either one of the most 
exciting gold mines ever dis- 
covered or merely a hole in 
tbe ground. City broker T 
Hoare specialises in commod- 
ity companies in out-of-the- 
way locations, and placed 4 
mill ion shares with British in- 
stitutions when Timbuktu 
Gold floated in January. 

The company was 
launched by Oliver Reese, a 
North American-based entre- 
preneur, in order to prospect 
for gold in Mali The shares 
were issued at C$1.30 and 
pottered along in the C$6 to 
CSS range, until the middle of 
April, when a bore hole 
showed “almost pure gold,” 
according to one investor. 

The shares soared to a high 
of C$26.70, valuing the com- 
pany at more than £300m. 
Then the Alberta Stock Ex- 
change heard from a journal- 
ist that the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
had made two complaints 
against Mr Reese, complaints 
he had not told Alberta 
about. 

On the 19 April the shares 
were suspended. In the two 
days preceding the suspen- 
sion more than 1.7 mfllion 
shares were traded. 

A single institution, be- 
lieved to be British, sold more 
than half a millio n shares, 
having trebled its money. 

Both T Hoare and the Alber- 
ta Stock Exchange sent teams 
out to investigate the Mali 
bore holes at first band and 



Bated breath: The excitement of the gold game 


cany out further drilling. One 
City investor told the Inde- 
pendent yesterday he had 
heard that liquid gold bad 
been poured down one bore 
hole to fool the testing equip- 
ment 

Tun Hoare said he did not 
know anything about this - 
“it's very early days". He 
added that they would know 
one way or another about the 
site “in about three weeks”. 

Wales’ newest crematorium 
has made history by being the 
first to use TV advertising. 
The 30-second ads for the 
Aberystwyth Crematorium 
Company on the Welsh S4C 
channel appear in both Welsh 
and English language ver- 
sions. Spokeswoman Dawn 
Havard said: “The ads are 
very factual - they show the 
shops, the wonderful setting. 


It’s an ill wind. British Gas has responded to its execrable 
public image by employing an army of spin doctors from four 
different firms. They are (takes deep breath): The Maitland 
Consultancy to advise chairman Richard Giordano; a “horde” 
of people from Shandwidc to advise on the demerger between 
TkansCo and British Gas Energy; George Pitcher of Luther 
Pendragon for the Millenium site at the former British Gas 
plant in Greenwich; ami two men from Prima, an agency 
owned by Burson-MarsteUen These last two are Dick Thv- 
eroe, the former Labour MP who joined the SDR and Roger 
LukUe, an ex-liberal, who co-authored the biography of Tbuy 
Blair with Pieter Man del son. Mr Taverne is a former director 
of BOG where he met Mr Giordano, who brought him in to 
advise on political matters. Phew. Why didn't they just give all 
these fees to the shareholders? 


how very friendly the staff 
are. Obviously we have had to 
think very carefully about the 
content. It's a sensitive 
subject.” For the man who 
directed the video it is Tamil- 
iar territorv. Dyfrig Davies of 
Llandeilo is from a family of 
well known funeral dire cloy 
in west Wales and is himself 
qualified in the field. “It is 
satisfying to know that a short 
video like this can help local 
people in a time of need.” he 
said. 

The “King of Eurobonds” is 
heading east. The legal king, 
at least. Andrew Carmichael, 
a partner in the capital mar- 
kets department of City law 
firm Linklaters & Paines, has 
advised investment banks on 
the multi-uillion-dollar Eu- 
robond market for the last 15 
years. Now he’s off to head 
up the firm's Hong Kong cap- 
ital markets office. Lately Mr 
Carmichael has been so dom- 
inant that some observers 
reckon he was pulling in as 
much work as the entire sec- 
ond-biggest legal player in the 
market, solicitors Allen & 
Overy. 

Terence Kyle was also a big 
Eurobond player at Link- 
Lalcrs until he moved upstairs 
to be managing partner a year 
ago. Now firms kite Allen & 
Overy and Fresh fields are 
licking their lips. 


(F- 



NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 

RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 
34.5% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in 1995. 

Source - Pulp & Paper Information Centre. 


InBbtef 

• Littlewoods Pools announced it was axing nearly 600 jobs in a 
bid to fend off competition from the National Lottery. The com- 
pany said 280 full and part-time jobs will be lost at two sites in 
Merseyside under a plan to improve the pools coupon-checking 
business. It is also closing its operation in Hfllington, near Glas- 
gow, with the loss of 318 jobs by mid-August. The latest cots come 
on top of 500 job losses announced last August, which were also , 
blamed on competition from the National Lottery. 

• Higher newsprint costs and a drop in display advertising rev- 
enues helped push pre-tax profits at the Telegraph group down 
by more than 60 per cent to just £6. 6m, on higher revenues, in 
tbe first quarter of 1 996. The company also blamed poor figures 
from its 25per cent-owned Australian associate, Fairfax, which 
has been affected by the slowdown in the domestic economy. Rev- 
enues advanced on the strength of a lOp increase in the cover 
price of the Daily Telegraph since the end of the cover price war. 
The company said the display advertising markets “are showing 
signs of improvement in the second quarter." The Tblegraph, 64 
per cent owned by Conrad Black’s Hollinger, is likely to be tak- 
en private later this year, following an offer of 570p a share by 
Mr Black for the minority. 

• Whitbread has acquired the rights to brew, market and dis- 
tribute Labatt beets in the British Isles. The deal, which does not 
indude tbe John Labatt retail pub business, increases Whitbread's 
share of the premium bottled lager market, where it already in- 
dudes Heineken Export and Stella Artois in its portfolio. Labalt’s 
brands include Rolling Rock, Labatt Blue and Labatt Ice. Tbe 
acquisition of the brands, which account for about 10 per cent 
of the premium bottled lager market, adds 10 per cent to Whit- 
bread's volumes with no increase in capacity. 

• Cantab Pharmaceuticals, the biotechnology company, is seek- 
ing approval to disapply pre-emption rights for existing share- 
holders as part of plans to raise £25 m from an international share 
issue. The group said it wanted to broaden its existing shareholder 
base, which includes NM Rothschild and Abingworth, beyond the 
existing mix of US holders, venture capitalists and Pfizer, its part- 
ner in developing veterinary vaccines. The shares have soared from 
108p a year ago to 673p, close to their all-time high, after rising 
2p yesterday. The new money is expected to finance development 
spending for a further two years. The group also announced a 
loss of £l-96m for the first quarter, up from £ 1.81m. 

• New construction orders bounced back in March, partly due j 
to a sharp rise in private bousing which reached its highest lev- 


ber of large road contracts. However, the total volume of new 
orders received by contractors for construction work in Great ! 
Britain in the first quarter of 1996 was 9 per cent lower than in 1 
the fourth quarter of 1995 and three per cent lower than in the 
first quarter of 1995- 

• The number of jobs shed by the building industry since 1990 
is set to reach half a million by the end of this year, construction 
employers warned yesterday. In its second quarterly review the 
Construction Industry Employers Council forecast that output 
would fall again this year by a further 1 per cent while another 
30,000 jobs would be lost Contracting work is showing a wor- 
rying slowdown, the council added. 
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Sedgwick holds 
hope for Lloyd’s 


NIC cicum 

Sedgwick Group, one of the 
world's largest insurance bro- 
kers, yesterday expressed its 
confidence in the long-term 
prospects for the troubled 
Lloyd's insurance market, as it 
announced a 6 per cent rise in 
first-quarter pre-tax profits to 
£45Jm. 

Tbe company said its re- 
cently-completed acquisition of 
Oakwood Underwriting Agen- 
cies, creating the largest names' 
agency at Lloyd's, reflected its 
view of the market. 

With about 1,300 active 
names, Sedgwick Oakwood, as 
the agency is now known, rep- 
resents about 10 per cent of 
Lloyd’s membership and the 
same proportion of underwrit- 
ing capacity. 

Sax Riley, chief executive at 
Sedgwick, said: “Lloyd’s con- 
tinues to make good progress 
towards a resolution of its ma- 
jor issues and there is a grow- 
ing feeling of optimism. 

“Tbe recent news that the 
Californian authorities are to 
permit Lloyd's to communi- 
cate reconstruction and re- 
newal information to 
Californian names makes us feel 
even more positive about the 
eventual outcome.” 


Brokerage and fees increased 
at Sedgwick from £234. 4m lust 
year to £243 2m in the Grsi three 
months of this year. However, 
expenses, at £209m, remained 
broadly flat. Shares prices rose 
3p to 149p on the announce- 
ment of the results. 

Mr Riley added: “Conditions 
remain tough across most sec- 
tors of our business and we con- 
tinue to take the necessary 
measures to enable us to com- 
pete in today's markets. 

“In insurance broking, mar- 
kets remain intensely compet- 
itive, with particular pressure on 
rates in Europe. In North 
America, business is developing 
well and is supported try a high 
level of business retention." 

He said long-term prospects 
for Sedgwick Noble Lowndes, 
the company's financial ser- 
vices arm, were also bright, 
particularly in the rest of Eu- 
rope, where the provision of 
many employee benefits is mov- 
ing to the private sector. 

In the UK, the company/' 
new business activity had also' 
increased in the past three 
months, reflecting a mood of 
growing confidence among con- 
sumers, increasingly prepared to 
consider long-term financial 
planning in investments, life and 
pensions products. 
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market report/shares 

Bank rumours come to defence against Gas fall-out ■mmw 


The British Gas fall-out con- 
to bIitz Privatisation 
Sj 2 ^ lhe . market 
frt-tted about the likelihood of 
further regulatory interfer- 
ence. 

But talk a big ba nking Heal 
was near helped steady senti- 
ment and the FT-SE 100 index 
with a 205 -point gain to 

Once again Gas dominated 
the proceedings, with Seaq 
printing turnover at 84 3 mD- 
The price dipped 

195p 9 Sp ’ COSmg 6p at 

National Grid lost 6p to 
liwop, lowest since Decem- 
bers flotation. The shares rep- 
resent a sorry spectacle for 
stockbroker James CapeL 
which in a controversial and 
still lo be fully explained H^] 
took on its books 12 J per cent 
of Grid from Hanson at 192p. 
It has since manag ed to unload 
some of the shares but the pop- 
ular guess is that it is still un- 


comfortably sitting on around 
113 per cent of the company. 

The deal has, at least to 
some extent, been hedged by 
Capel through a link with 
Olayan, a Saudi Arabian 
company. 

BT plunged to new 12- 
month lows, off 7p at 3263p, 
and electricity and water shares 
were other casualties of feared 
regulatory zeaL 

The English generators, 
however, were in a cosy world 
of their own. PomsGen,a£one 
time down 9p, sided with an 
Sp gain at 547p. 

It has wasted no time sell- 
ing its 803 million Midlands 
Electricity shares for £353 .4m 
-a£69m profit Buyers are the 
US bidders that moved in af- 
ter PG’s offer was blocked by 
Whitehall. 

The generator, however, 
added spice to its share sale by 
bringing forward its yearly re- 
sults to today. On the basis that 
good figures are much easier 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


to add up than poor ones and 
are often bought forward the 
market immediately sensed 
that PG win have an exceed- 
ingly happy tale to tell, with the 
strong possibility of share buy- 
bads and special dividends. 

National Power glowed on 
the back of its rival Alone time 
down lOp, it closed at 527p, off 
just 2p. 

Banks were in fine form. 
The decision by Standard Life 
to review its 322 per cent 
shareholding in Bank of Scot- 
land got minds whirling about 
other banking possibilities. 

There has for some time 
been talk of a big deal in the 
sector. BofS dutifully gave up 
a little of Monday’s gain but 


Royal Bank of Scotland, plan- 
ning a round of US presenta- 

Staodard Chartered to 

624p. 

Barclays, on continuing 
stories that it intends to hive 
off its investment arm, im- 
proved 14p to 7623p. 

Stores were helped along by 
an encouraging review which 
prompted stockbroker Mees 
Pierson to lift its target price 
for Dixons to 600p. The shares 
rose 12p to 490p. 

Supermarkets continued 
their advance with Asda 225p 
higher at a 12r-month high of 
117.75p and J Sainsbury 9p 
firmer at 387p. 

But Wickes, the building 


materials retailer, had a tough 
time, falling 7p to 119p. Mer- 
rill Lynch seems to have done 

fh« Hamay spiling 1 ? 5 milHrm 

shares taken on at 114p on 
Monday at around 117p/USp. 

Wolseley was the best-per- 
forming blue chip, op 185p to 
4763p,with Kkinwon Benson 
positive. 

Meyer Interoathmal, up 5p 
at 453p, continued to attract 
takeover talk and a newcom- 
er to the bid frame, Appkyard, 

the car group, edged ahead lp 
to lOGp. 

Innovations, a direct sale 
business, finned 13p to 195p on 
suggestions that a proposed 
management buy-out win be 
scuppered by an outside bid. 

Drugs were weak, with 
British Biotech off llOp at 
2£45p, and Cell tech lost 23p 
to 635p. rant^h Pharmaceu- 
ticals, raising £25m through a 
share placing, was firm at 673p. 

British Steel was the subject 
of conflicting advice. SBC 


Warburg said sc!L cutting this 
year's forecast from £725ra to 
£645m. Kleinwort lifted its 
forecast from £650m to £7Q0m 
and recommended holding the 
shares, off 4p to 179_5p. 

Growing hopes of a link 
with American Airlines lifted 
British Airways 85p to 5433p. 
Figures are due next week. 

Profit warnings crippled 
V\toce, a primer, 44p to 223p 
and publisher Hodder Head- 
line 36p to 224p. 

Southend Property gained 
3p to 45p on its Australian in- 
volvement but Tkpnel Life Sci- 
ences lost 7p to 74p following 
an agency cross at 74p. 

Irish resource shares were 
enlivened by Dublin talk of 
takeover action. Ivemia West 
added 2p to 91p and Navan Re- 
sources Sp to 224p. 

ThOow Oil was firm at 94p 
on bid hopes. 

Thomas Potts, a printer, is 
the latest to take AIM, closing 
at lOp against a 5p placing. 


□Expect Caldwell Invest- 
ments, a textile group run by 
Stanley Woo tlilT, to adopt a 
much higher profile. It has 
acquired two companies this 
year and has a handful of 
farther acquisitions in mind. 
In the 14 months to Decem- 
ber it produced profits of 
£405,000 from turnover of 
£10m. 

This year sales should be 
£15m with profits of £750,000 
and next yean even without 
any more deals, a £125m 
profit is on the cards. The 
shares are 46p. pricing the 
group at £4.4m. 

□AH Ball, a water pipe layer, 
splashed lip higher to 39p 
after four directors, including 
chairman Sir James Harvk- 
Watt, purchased 156,000 
shares at 32p. 

The company made profits 
of £76,000 in its last six 
months after two years or 
losses. 
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Style gives 
Cecil solid 
Oaks team 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 
reports from fork 

When Kcvm Keegan arrived at 
the Knavesmire yesterday, he 
mu« have hoped to forget the 
misfortune which has dogged 
him in recent months, but the 
fates are in a particularly spite- 
ful mood when it comes to the 
Newcastle manager. Not con- 
tent simply with the elimination 
of Bride’s Reprisal, owned by 
Keegan, from the first race as 
the result of a technical error, 
they then decreed that Magni- 
ficent Style would win die day’s 
big race with a striking demon- 
stration of just where the Mag- 
pies went wrong. 

Like the football team, Hen- 
ry Cecil's filly was quickly into 
her stride in the Musidora 
Stakes and had soon secured an 
impressive lead, but it was in her 
Response to a challenge with the 
^winning post in sight that the 
comparison broke down. 

At various stages of the final 
three furlongs, all four of her 
opponents appeared ready to 
deliver a major threat, but Mag- 
nifident Style bravely repelled 
one after another to eventual- 
ly run out the one- and- three- 
quarter length winner. 
Required viewing, perhaps, be- 


fore big games at St James’s 
rak next season. 

. TJ 6 success gave Cecfl his 
sixth Musidora in the last 11 
years, and two of those winners. 
Diminuendo and Snow Bride, 

went oa to win the OakMbe lat- 
ter admittedly thanks to Afiysa’s 
disqualification. At present; 
however, Magnifident Style is 
simply the latest Classic trial 
winner who is not engaged in 
the main event itself, and it will 
be up to Mahmoud Fustok, 
her owner, whether die is added 
to the Oaks field at a cost of 
£15,000. 

If Fdstok listens to her train- 
er, though, he may opt to keep 
his money in his* pocket, and 
ante-post punters should do 
likewise until his decision is. 
known. “She’s still learning and 
she’ll improve for this and I 
think over another two fur- 
longs she’d have kicked away 
again,” Cecil said. “Epsom's not 
the ideal course for her, but if 
we had a bit of give in the 
ground she’d get away with h. 
If it was very firm it might do 
her harm and we might have to 
revert to the Ribblesdale [at 
Royal Ascot] or Irish Oaks.’ 4 

Epsom will doubtless be wa- 
tered in the run-up to the Der- 
by meeting, but a sound surface 
must still be the strong 
favourite. Cecil, meanwhile. 



sport 

Kellaway’s 
Glory to bring 
House down 


Magnificent Style repets SO SJJa and Obsessive (left) In yesterday^ Musidora Stakes Photograph: Phil Cote/Allsport 


YORK 

235: CLAN BEN, a highly crediiaNe 
three-quarters of a length second to 
Desert Green in the Jnbilee Hand- 
icap at Kempton on May Bank 
Holiday Monday, can go one better. 
The danger may be Thrawa, who got 
up in the last stride to beat Mob- 
aassib a short-bead in a seven fur- 
longs rated handicap at the 
Newmarket Craven meeting, fol- 
lowed up in a slakes race over a mile 
at Ascot subsequently and can con- 
firm those placing* on 11b worse 
terms. First bland, who takes a drop 
in class, should also go well. 



3.05: PRIDE OF BRDCTON, who 
bolted in by3VSleMthsfrom Night 
Parade at Chester List week, had a 
good draw there but, with a 
favourable berth again today, may 


still defy* fib penalty. 


has two other leading candi- 
dates for the Oaks m Lady 
Carla, a winner at Lingfield cm 
Saturday, and Quota, who was 
the deeply i mpr essive winner of 
a maiden at Sandown last 
month. 

The bookmakers duly ran all 
the possibilities through their 
calculators after yesterday's 
race, and fear once a slight dif- 
ference of opinion emerged. 
Cora) promoted Magnificent 
Style from 14-1 to 6-1 second- 

3A E GLORY OF DANCER, who 

r-TrvtfpH a ranarf time wfaffl failing hy 

just a neck to concede 9b to San- 
rillana in the Classic Trial at 
Sandown -DoobteLeat fourth, held 
-will be bard to beat Stem Troop- 
er, a big disappointment in the 
2jQ00 Guineas, will be a danger is re- 
producing the form he showed to 
win the nme furlongs Balden Stakes 
m a useful time at Newmarket pre- 
viously. Nash Boose, five lengths 
winner of a Newbury maiden over 
a mile cm good to soft ground, takes 
a big step up in class here and, al- 
though bred to stay this longer trip, 


favourite for the Oaks behind 
the 11-8 chance Pricket, who 
soundly beat Cedi’s filly at 
Newmarket on 1,000 Guineas 
day. William FOB, though, will 
% 10-1, but even that is hard- 
ly realistic about a filly who is 
far from certain to ran. 

Mick Kinane, who rode the 
perfect front-running race on 
Magnifident Style, was com- 
pleting a double, having taken 
the opening maiden on the 
promising debutante. Dance 

is an unknown quantity on today's 
faster ground. Dnsbyantot; who 
beat Lallans two lengths in a three- 
numer stakes race over a mfie and 
a half at Newmarket has more to 
do over this shorter distance. 

□CD 

4.16: DAYLIGHT DREAMS, a m 

len gth wmvr frnrn Rn rJianrira m a 

auction contest at Riponin 
a fair rime, should give a good ac- 
count of benelf. The expe r ienced 
Foot Battalion and Smoke? Fete, 
winner of the Garter Stakes on his 
debut at Ascot, are dangers. 
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StSSrer Wdto the NeB Oayn Stakes tea monm. 2Wmito tooted 
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sequent defeats. n touen — aid booa and she may mala a 

BATHILDE 
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ton tot month, Saiwrat iwwasd awfcnn by orartoaa tonglhs *fch a 2B» pul en 0» aeme 
00US8 naattne. StD wtfl tondtopPM « &B3 Bor**. Ssiaast wtf be hod to best. 
Cttsifc won ban m August and holds Adfe* Um to" “eftw Bka on mat torn, tafiy 
totswad «vl asmd «nan ttah m Beauchamp Jade at NoimartM on Ml teappearanee, 

Ceterto to bound tt nto® 8 hold Ud a*n wm this big «W*- TH» (a Mkton Bki*"* 0p8- 

nun to) aid the 32 total* k**ma •«**> itaw t»« »o shor to hen. But this Ob 
hufr mr iiwk oompsradai his latstf Min cot9d Just find ten dot. BumJine Onnthashad 
a reeaflt ran and osn be awktaed « the vagn. M tos 0Sda atadpRM a shade too 
tough to Hast* La Vtota- 

3uli rHner SARAWff 


Parade. Kinane was deputising 
on Paul Cole's filly for Richard 
Quinn, who was otherwise en- 
gaged as a witness at a discipli- 
nary hearing at Portman 
Square. 

Cole was annoyed that 
Quinn, who was not himself on 
trial, had missed a winner as a 
result, and it is perplexing that 
the inquiry was scheduled for 
the opening day of a major 
meeting. Dance Parade may 
now contest the Queen Mary 


Stakes at Royal Ascot, which 
should give Quinn a chance to 
retrieve yesterday’s losses. 

Kinane, meanwhile, (fid not 
emerge from yesterday’s meet- 
ing entirely in credit Following 
his head ckfeat on Humourless 
in the 10-furlong handicap, the 
Irish champion was caDed be- 
fore the stewards to defend a 
charge of using bis whip with ex- 
cessive force. He failed to con- 
vince them, and was banned for 
two days, 23 and 24 May. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


By cruel irony, today’s Dante 
Stakes is sponsored by Home- 
owners, which, it appears, is ex- 
actly what punters won’t be if 
they invest heavDy in ibe race. 

About the only trainer radi- 
ating confidence in the seven- 
runner Derby trial is Glory Of 
Dancer’s man. Pan] KeUeway, 
and he would fancy his chances 
even if be was putting his sad- 
dle on a frog. 

The rudely short favourite to- 
day is Peter Cbapple-Hyam’s 
Nash House, who is an amazing 
5-1 for the Deity despite his sole 
achievement being a madden win 
al Newbury, lb tack him is like 
lumping on the chap who wins 
the dad’s race at school sports 
day on his way to Atlanta. 

Chapple-Hyam, for one, 
thinks Nash House's price a 
touch unsporting. “It's ridicu- 
lous,’' he said. “He's fit and fresh 
and well but he's only a baby 
even if he’s a flipping good one. 

“Glory Of Dancer has won a 
Group One and even though it 
may have been in Italy [the Gran 
Criterium] it was still a Group 
One. Mine is not a punting price 
for me and^you have to re- 
member this is not the Derby.” 

Those who are expected to 
give Nash House some sort of 
contest include Team Cecil in 
the shape of Storm pooper and 
Dushyantor. In giving full bul- 
letins on the pair the Newmar- 
ket trainer seemed to suggest 


HYPERION 

145 Lancer 2J5 BeechfieJd Flyer Z50 1 Have 
Mm £20 Baontown Bfl &55 Boftrose 425 Wild 
■lusion 4-55 Brantley May 


gw^iimys, 7 f528-24 tS8S(12)RVHanBB107 J tomato B 

8 024*46 «0K.«MT(7)NHqnB71O5 D1taaa>(3} 

9 SOMB COUM8GOUSKMBKT(37)PKB)fWaI71Q5 IMk 

10 304000 BenMD1HESDUB(3T)eSnMi510O -SRjmB) 

-10 (Mated - 

BETRNfc 7-4 Tom «t M IHwtlte. 7-1 footer 7*0*. 6-1 Otate- 
atoaa, Laos, 10-1 Matey, 18-lfejal Qtet 20-1 ~ 


GOING: Firm. 

■ RlghUjaad course with 30Cyd mn-tn. 

■ Ccnrae to N ofcJ(y on A49. Hereford addon 1 m. ATMOSSKMc 
CJnbSlZ; Tuoalto 39; eotaar eadoaaraiS. CARPARK: Ftee. 


3J20 


BZ2NXKBBDFiaST22]IK;aatoOfSDOTr(TlMieA2.46LZ«- 
gle Ca.15). La»» (^50), C atotEnfa ^ Dtw (3£5). 

WINNERS THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
L0MC4IBUNCB HBMB9: Prowler FB^taHJ)aaii IfiBnfta 
to Ntoa L SUdslI from Gabon. N TariK Un* {ZAO) ft Bmlcy 
Nter C< -SB) ao* 158 mflea to SWUBang from Newmgkfl. Suffolk. 


ROD CARTER MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4£00 added 3m If 
UDyds 

3U3U1 08 SOHAmr(14)P)RCUtts81110-. DtMHl{3) 

2363P2 HAIMOtoNBUCll) (D)M Rpa7113 P DU dpntarV 

5SPBS5 L1XM0 Fll (11) A B*roa> 12 10 8 Btanl 

SB-2P3 W3Ma B0Dt7)la»Susan aoote 12 10ft. 


JteaEJ 

4COJP2 DESB<rwSTnUBLaa«7102. 

000620 JUST QIC CANAIBIO (39) NTatoantoaes 8100. 


-8 


•m 


1-45 


WE0BLEY JUVENLE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3^)00 added 4Y0 2m If 

1 255512 MD8WjDC8Br(B)(CD)(ar)Mito0U12 — 01 

2 346130 ASMNBA(nJBeRwall5 Ll 

3 U ASIIIOIABE (7) -1 Ll Badey 10 12 OyMlOl 

4 3F BUBB)(lS)GThanvl012 BM 

5 aAWOFSlRWPMtoVlOrt 1 fonte V 

6 6 0BAK (11)31- Han 10 12 APlfceor 

7 02354 IAMZ|(UjRJu(ke>10l2 warn 

8 pp merauDEciiiitePMBior ranted} 

dKttvfad — 

BBT— iM WW . toc te y. 7-a9totoLtatotek.lMlaBMr.7wl Ate- 
tat 30-1 Hted « Sbaa, 12-1 othon 


Iteftun aatfc Id*. Due bantop -t&c Jast One tenaMo Sa flft 
KfUNEC W 0b So tead)', !M Mm BB, 7-2 Deurt lOtt, B-l Dar- 
itoB Bad, 1U CUoaai fo, 18-lJart One CmAatki 

1 TILLINGTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Q 
I £3,000 added 2m 3f UDyds 

1 U9M21 B0UBDSE(U)RfoB6116 APfeCop 

2 0- BOABD—mASaNTacBotoattBliajClka^a 

3 QV WD0onXJ(Bl)FJtKbn6110 IlniUar 

4 5 BUSIBWC 08HN (22) S CbOatai S 10 9 SMcteBB 

5 0- BRE7 WKICH (53IQ LatySUran Ebocte B 1D9- 


-5 


2351 

1 354504 

2 OP 

3 6056 

4 40 • 

6 P06 

6 OP 

7 20W6 

8 PTO4S 

9 OOPO 

10 P5MB 

11 B30OM 

12 P63 
£3 O0O 

BEIT— 52 
1 


HOLMER SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2^00 added 2m If 

BEBO«BDIUmpO)WCto5U3 fiqrtotep) 

D0NUH(Bq)DM0Cto5113 DlbCak 

MHEUT —DM. (4} B taaca 5 11 3 Dfoaa—(7) 

WHmmtSKmniJonaKB113 IteEJ Jbaat (7) 

HAM0WinADC12SUPipe5113 DB W Bialai 

MWBCl ROOST a H Mans 5 11 3 Jfc ACtetehlMa 
racy EXAW1£ cm B Cantata SU3 — 8 to4—i 

nSHUNMaaSBCU)JMAa410l2 senna 

—OUltBOBDnATE (4) R Judes 4 10 12_E HataaM m 
— W PHBt 7 lD12 0jr 


BI— Ml Bdtroaa, 84 Boate ktoabar; 12J. 

1 GnjMMefc, 3M. Waoton 


Dan*. 25- 


*0«r| BROCKHAMPTON HUNTERS CHASE 
^“^1 (CLASS H) £1^800 added 3m If UDyds 


1 555622 RUSTY BRB8E(7HC0)MeS J ohnson 9 12 7 

■ . ra -BIhnitea (7) 

2 1PPF24 «BSHI£GI0N{ianGlM«U127_JftM8bBsa(5) 

3 12-1311 «BDIllj«IM(iamiitajntaonl212 7 

ta MUnI R M a (7) 

4 PCU422 WZAL psa H Itaves 7 12 Q HrkChtatfctaNBff) 

1 rtsrlaal 

«n— asRHaato, r-aawa u#m, 44 My a— nwMsar 


2,50 


KM OF HABVUM (34) F Jotao 4 10 12 

LDGiE (95 D Gjndctfc) 4 10 12 01—0)8 

8MK1HE MK p33) D Clutter 5 1012 lfoasr(7) 

-ISdadand- 

tofctoar Ratal 7-2 Mars!? toortal. 4-1 Catefioa Qtoa, 7- 
fow, 8-1 Mas of a*)**, 104 into. 12-1 oftaii 

ST RICHARDS SCHOOL CONDmONALS 
NOVICE HANDICAP MJRDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m If 

TDNtaG8T(ll}(D)Mfot4120 OBwoaata 

DWUCESn)NE(raRBRMn5U13 RJateaoa 

HAVE Ml (a N CW» 9 11 13 DAauCnfS) 


455 


1 

2 06034 

3 1522-32 

4 213P00 

5 6CP-43P 

6 210446 SAXON UAOCCllQ (CO) J Benvs 6108^0— 


LEVY BOARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1£00 added 2m If 
320 BRAisryiaypDR—mSliO- 

0 CmSSA8K(3M)tteAI— B6110. 

3 M—BMOIMg— 1(47} 09annno 5110 JAMeCMv 

003 OUT FOR A DUCK P79H mines 5110 ADo>ft«(7) 

SYBAN B Pauea 5 U 0 D H a aa— (7) 

06 DUMBUlDNBROOR(U)Mfoe5109 0Bam(7) 

00 MC AGE (22)8 Ctees 5 10 9 RDate 

0 TASWBtTUa MasKGaota 4 J09. 


H— HJGHT (IB) Mss L Steal 6 11 10. 
HUTlETpS)NHnta6108. 


OF BBr<£l«XM(54)UMi0nta41D4___.WI 

OP LAm4MtoD(S1 J Botey4 104 C 

-lOdadmd- 

BEIT— M NaetoaA Tlmraat, 114 OH fo A Daeb, 3-1 toatotstn 
book, 5-ia-dayNto, 10-1 S)tae, Cbm— a. SO-l otter* 




HYPERION 

6JO WMoski 040 Antonio Mariano 7J0 Roberta 
Toy (nb) 740 Mtetsr Drum 8-ID Crackling Frost 
8 j 40 Qengarrff (2rf 


DELOfTTE & TOUCHE NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS Q £4^00 added 
2m 110yds 


LIai 


GOING: Good to Finn (Tton In ptaces). 

■ Rlghtrtaad, level eauree. Rmvtn 200yt±i. 

■ Ooune Is at JmKdon oTAl and A604. Kaulngdon sution (^E9^ 
vtctltera London, Iflng'aOaM) Inv ADMIBSWTN; Mwtea 613; 
TWaaate S3; Course S4. GAR PARK: Prte. 


372516 IAKECPU — Bi AOmn) KB— 6122-JTI k— in fr 

502041 UMAtenaiWra 08 tea EHeein 6119 A P McCoy 

P HNETRBm{U)KtoAuMa9112 

— INanay 

RMafl 
JAtkayar 


310463 AWtetol HIM — S)6fll«ne9U2. 

P4-P0P0 BB» B — B .(15)TCBtey6112 

135345 TAPCCH(200)MWEB5tEd9>Bll2 

434023 H*fiEmJL(lS)DBuc« 71011- 


_DJ 


faw 


R>20P5 ieaaiaLIIIADAII{ll)Ptote771011— IRfoannSi 
F2PSF2 RB—ra TOT W gqMfo aS 1010 p a— 

BETTltoE 3-1 Ufca Ot tataaaa, 7-2 laaaaatha, Ro6«rt*a Tay, 5-1 Maa- 
ataaBbstaouaa, foRMM, 7-lTapeth, 14-1 Rad CtaaaaL 503 atten 


Force 


BUNKSSED FIBST TTHB: Triftxn's Coanot (B. ! 0), I . 

(atsond, 6.10). BJ*BmdW<dT (8.40), Red EOu 1&40). 
WPggBS IN lASrSACTBNIMWe Dance Kbte(B^O)teP*Wethor- 
by «WedBea«toy;Lai*w»ad» pjdjsiona’WBsridtoftSsbatkr. 
LONGJJISTANCB RDNNER& Celdaa (6.10), Mate A Stand 
(64<0, Robm^ Toy (7.10), Wteato»(7A0)ftCleBta=KCMe8A0) 
hate b— >Bd 1SQ adto to H Pipe (rooo Nkhttatoyae, Derao;Aif- 
tonf&JOIawt Brito to TJCcrttemSanglwir. t>rctoad. 


740 
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DEEPING FUNBW SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £^450 2m WHOydB 


1-06506 FARQUrpq|C0)fBQOB>OTanl0lll2— MtaaaaaV 

05235 TBSHW5 COMET 02) J L Hare 9 119 B W aat wb B 

3-W5P1 MJQ5H(M)filaitar8UB IfcsNUAtaB 

601-400 UAB(CAfO(7R JRBrteSllO RKcCMto(T) 

004V04 BMAB0M(U)KWInBtM5115 

4PW0P CBCnS(8l)88MPpel2113 0B— Mar 8 

W2SV- CO— C maCE{WI(SZ7)HOIwrl2llfl-JBoqd«iBrV 

0FP433 0BWirHtaE(9] Aionss8109 Stone 

014440 LAHBSON (ID J Peace B 10 8 Mtoysr 


12 OO0P4O WBOHOa SSJX4a)PCtae710 

13 3-35300 JOKffl«KP4)RD9Bnlll02 

14 WMFOO ABDUL OR RT —on 9 IDO. 

15 6PPQPS MMRURElB0DrnPmeteK810O. 

16 OOPOO AllSODN 140(18) RSpber 5 100. 

-IBdactead- 

Mtonr itot toa wtyacMM fitaftt an — mom to Sb. 
BEn— 3-1— Otid, 5-1 fo Out, lMltetaa^CDBMt, 13-2 Dtatea 
Hone, 7-1 Cddna, 36-1 Qab, Lteihma, 14-1 attisra 


HARTLEYS JAM HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £3*750 
added 2m UDyds 

1-6213P BUM (U^ (CO) N Hemsson 5 12 0 JRKanteta 

203053 —OMWCinaQU— non71112.-Pto«to(T) 


112251 WBRAI££(SnMPtedll9l6fld 

«2fSU NAG0BaMC5)(CO)JPterce8n0 NOqar 

4S5U23 JUST— CC[7)AkSEHea9i7 104 IS^ptoW 

332500 N0WCHHf67)89KMotan71O4, -ASS— V 

002146 RA*i#SWp)nJLfoiSlD104-«----~AP» feCD 7 
515-141 (■LtrDEMES(13)mMEDHara7100.TJMBqto|3) 

005143 PO(irAMNBHAAPS)CD)MBante410a DSqwa 

F23Q34 COURtyPBteCetll) WAJono8100 LAapteR 

in rfnrtMiiT 

Afinlnn l&t Tree tarieap *e&C Pdf AmansJw ftl 10t W- 

aqrMice9aS8L 

BE7HHB3-1 —a— 7-aa— d^MsarOnan, MAiitBnto, 6-i 
MB OTTie Raff, 6-1 PcJy Ajaanrfnn, 18-1 RateM-San. 25-1 nta— 



gjO 


Q1D3 FM NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 
added 2m 4f UDyds 


SKY 




YELLM6 NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^000 added 2m UDyds 

1 AmtN80MMBAIIO(SHqpqjGffU5116 Pl- 
ot l«WAPM©(12)MFYa5U.6 m DBrUftmn 

30212 BMWKAflemD6nssl4111 — JBItoana ta 

460055 DesarCHAUBIBanjJBrtaisBllO 8 tea* 

00 nKTYSON PRO Bnvn 5110- 
04 teOtaaPDR ft** 5110 0 


1 51361F IWS0FII«MamHaS0ifei8U0.— Bfotaa® 

2 122334 JUnOALflEU>FT)NlHto7120 JIDte*B 

3 6CTO2 BBD8UrHWK[M)JWMB9117 

4 332KB saBR8MB(9)ID)DCataon8)ll — «0H*ny 

5 P0P413 CWWUM6 RSJST Mo D ItaB 8 10 lDIft H BW4B7 (7) 

6 GF24IP n W C8 » PB roHI WPBtt»MlDM8 3 R« 

7 323130 nCfM<M)lfaLRk*Mfc81D8 MBWtedl 

8 050025 aaa WL RSMRO (11) PBatey 6 10 7 IRKMBIta 

9 250TOO RAJ8NE SAJIS (IS) KVAr^ne 7 ID 4 — Jft* 

10 2P30Q3 (mMD8UKE(iqRlJdter6103 ItaMMta 

11 060266 VBMSUMBSE(77)BDSitoan6101 SHcMiB 

-Udedand- 

BETTHte 9dOari*c Ftot. 7-t UMMy Home. 4* Dqd WUMto, 
54. S«a ftaafeai; T-UaddM foM. M Mb. 1M. Mhen 


3 » 000 (18) ll daman 5 110 
500BQP TBBS l#l (9) 0 Bfomai 7 11 0 

0000 TUG WW PDHBflO[(U9GJamaanHB«eii 5110 

01024 WCOHFOWpAJO&ndBfcSlOB 
0CP21 WNC£ ta*e P) TO R Hams 4 10 9 

00 5naww awJMitBato*i09 

43 IMWE7n(14)M(^n4104 
-U Mated- 
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BETitet 94 MateABtaaA 7-4 A4aahHmtm,+d Daaoeltet %3 
Baa Vsytaa, M Sea Bod, 1M tone to Ptew. 2*4 «**•• 


SAPLEY NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3fi00 
added 3m 2f 

3P3111 SUNBMiB HLAUPkeBlllO DBd<ta«* v 

06-3400 IBBaM(iqGHohi«S]04 -APMsCD)pB 

OQOT Ptdt StHSET (744) C Hah 8 10 3 _ 

SWP BKBA0tMLP(daBtenra810O 

MWnM iin^citoTagteaftnptetacattBtelwrBgati. 
8BIHte2-7 Osotater CM M Hteaat 1M Bad to, BO-1 BV 
Bad Waft 


the former was the belter pre- 
pared for this occasion but he 
parked someway short of an- 
nouncing him (he iikeJy winner. 

“Storm Trooper is working 
well and Tm very pleased with 
him," Cecil said. “You can for- 
get the Guineas because tha t 
was a farce. I’m not saying that 
a good horse didn’t win u but 
they went very fast and the 
ground was funny down (be 
middle. The mile was a bit on 
the sharp side for my horse and 
this is more his trip." 

Dushyantor, like his stable- 
mate and 1,000 Guineas winner 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: MonaassR} 

(York 2^5) 

NB: Glory Of Dancer 
(York 3.40) 

Bosra Sham, has read all the 
magazines at the Newmarket 
pedicure clinic. “He's got very 
brittle feel and in fact he's got 
three-quarter cracks at the rao- 
ment," Cecil said. “Tin doing the 
same thing with Dushyantor 
that I did with Commander In 
Chief [his half-brother and 1993 
Derby winner], bringing him 
back m trip after he won over a 
mile and half first time up. 

“It made more more sense to 
nm in the Dante than to give 8tb 
away in the Glasgow Stakes and 
he’ll come on for this. It’s more 
education than anything else." 

With so many disclaimers 
flying about it may pay to stick 
with Glory Of Dancer (next best 
3.40), who not only has the form 
from last year but also this on 
his second m the Classic Trial 
at Sandown. 

Elsewhere, there is a good 
opportunity for MONAASSIB 

S ap 235), whose trainer, Ed 
uniop, will have to get the 
rope ladder down from his 
cloud to collect his trophy after 
winning the French 1,000 
Guineas with Ih Rib on Sunday. 
There are prospects also with 
Insider Tkader (3.05) and In- 
dian Spark (4.10), who won the 
Brock! esby at Doncaster. 


HYPBOON 

6^5 Shapterfe Rant &55 East Hous- 
ton 7JS Thsrat* 7.S8 BoatKwlMB 
&aS PaRtecdo &S5 Mss toMoysids 


RESULTS 


YORK 

ZCft i. DANCE PARADE W J Knato) 2- 
1: 2. Royal OreMd 5-2; 3. Stated Pad 7- 
4 to. 5 ran. 2 Vj. V*. (P CUe, VWwtcocnbe). 
Tone £3.00: £X70. £1_80. Did Forecast: 
£120. Computer Strewn Forecast 0193. 
Non Rimer Bride's Reprisal. 

Z35: 3. DOMBBT (T Sprake) 5-4 Jt tar, 

2.Humo u rt B— &-4)tt8v;3. WTnln RHIaaf 
12-1 7 fan. M, IVi (R Cnartton, BecH- 
hemptai). Tots: £3-10; £180, £J_5a Dual 
Forecast £2.60. CSF: £735. 

3X5: LJMVAJMPS (Maron Dwjte) 11- 
2: 2. Mwlljr Sharp 11 -2; 3. Top Bauna 5- 
2 to. B ran. IVj. 3. (I BaUne. Nnpctorei- 
Tate: £&80: £190, £2Ja £L40- QibI foB- 
casc £23- 7a CSF: £34^5.Titcast £87.72. 
Trio: £11.00, 

140: 1 MAGNIFKIENT STYLE (M J Ki- 
nane) 5-2: 2. SI Sta 12-1 3- O taas skre 
9-1 S ran. 7-4 to Ruznama (40i). IVa. 1 
(H Cecfl, Newimtat). Tata: £3.10; £150, 
£2 8 0 . Dual Forecast £12.10. Computer 
Stratoit Forecast £22.84. 

4A0: 1 REMAAZM SUN IR SMeU 10-1; 
2. P otytews 4-1 to; ITytayvw 7-1 U 
ran. ;z(M Usher, East Gaston), imk 
£ 14130; £330, £180, £260 Dud Forecast 
£39.70. CSF: £5031 Tricesc £28555. Tncc 
£94.40. 

4.40: 1 ATHENRY [N CWy) 3-1; 2. 5oM- 
swr SpoB 5-2 X I store 4-5 to. 8 ran. 
V«. stn-M. (J Pearce. Newmarioo. Tots: 
£430; £160. £17a Did Forecast £430. 
CSF: £1036. 

Jackpot not won (pod of £15. 656.54 tar- 
ried torwBfd to Yoik today). 

Ptocepot £4730. Quatopnc £27.60. 

Pteca Bz £6146. Place 5: £37.46. 

CHEPSTOW 

145: 1 OUT RANKING (D Bnct^eteri 1- 
2tal aw* totee 6L'l. tons 9- 
2- 4 raw. 3>A. (H Ppo, WdngUn). Toto: 

£140. Dual Forecast £2.40. Computer 
Statai Forecast £345. 

205: 1 TEARFUL PraNCEtSMcNe® 5- 
1; ITnret Dasd 9-1: 3. Saa Patrol 10-3. 
8 ran- 13-8 to Celtic Star Qxdted up). 15. 
9- tc MneriaB. DORHestei). Toto: £5.50; 
£12a £210. £19a0uto Forecast £1830 
Compwtr Strain Forecast £4237. Titcasc 

230: 1 RUNAWAY PETE <D BndeMter) 
5-4 to; 2. Saciwt Rota 7-1; 3. NreQtel 5- 
2. 4 ran. 2tft, nd. (M Pipe, Welmffon). Tata: 
£230. Dual Forecast £4.90. Commto 
Strata* Forecast £832. 

330: 1 ARWALA |L AspeD 5-2;2.Mu- 
#taBaadiiailto;3.RafliarStaipll- 
4. 3 reo. 15. cist. U Gritad, Findon). Tata: 
{3.00. Dual Forecast £190. CSF: £4.79 l 
N on Runner Suppcan. 

3.55: 1 THE BLACK HONK (D 8nd0sa- 
vA M to; 2. Biteapc Cm 0»&1- 3, OfteRi 

Lane 11-2. SO ran. nk. 5. (M ftpo. wtftng- 

nnL IblK £200; nea £2.ia £L7a Dual 
Forecast £7.70. CSF: £1103. Tncasc 
£35.09. Trio: £&QQ. Winner botta* In tor 
5.100ers. 

4-25: 1 THE JOGGER (Mr JTbzad) 13- 
8 to! a. Oobractan tad 3-1 1 Paper Day* 
8-1 8 can. 1 2 Vj. (C Tuzanl, Sherborne). 
Tots: £230; £1.50, £2.10. Dual Forecast 
E3.U. CSF: £6.70. 

«ABs 1 ROCK ON HONET © OStann) 
12-10 to: 2. OIbBIb Wood 3-1 & Pools 
Nook 25-1 9 ran. shon-haad. fi. (Mss Gv 
KcSeway, N c am ate t). rata: £2.50; £110, 
£150. £3 4a Dual Forecast £330. Com- 
puter Strain Forecast £431 Tria £1610. 
Ptoeepot £84^). Quadpot £17.60. 

Place 6 : £5099. Pteco & £37.71 
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OLYMPIC COUNTDOWN: Briton is in perfect shape for his seasonal debut in Atlanta on Saturday.; Mike Rowbotto m reports 

Edwards carrying 
burden of record 


It is a notoriously edgy time of 
the year for athletes. On the 
brink of the Olympic season, 
before all the winter training is 
put fully to the test, even world 
champions can have their mo- 
ments of doubt. 

Jonathan Edwards, whose 
extraordinary success in 1995 
culminated in a triple jump 
world record and title, has 
□ever been inclined to lake 
anything for granted. It is no 
surprise then that, as be pre- 
pares for his opening compe- 
tition in Atlanta on Saturday, 
his emotions are a mixture - of 
exuberance, confidence, taesi- 
tance and diffidence. 

Looking forward to the 
event which will mark the 
official opening of the Olympic 
stadium, where he hopes to 
perform historically two 
months hence, he hopped, 
stepped and jumped between 
conflicting thoughts. 

“I am looking forward to 
jumping in Atlanta," he said. 
“But I am pretty scared, too. I 
think it is reality dawning that 
I had a great year last year, but 
that this is a new season and I 
need to do it all again I am very 
exdted I think I need a com- 
petition now... I am probabty 
the most nervous now ap- 
proaching the season as I have 
ever been." 

His stale of mind is familiar 
to his father, the Rev Andy 
Edwards, with whom he keeps 
in regular contact. “It’s par for 
the course for Jonathan at this 
time of the year," he said 
“It's as if you are in the blocks, 
bin you are not out yet because 
the lights are still red. Jonathan 
likes to get on and start" 

The image is particularly 
apt given Edwards' activities 
last weekend when he re- 


duced his 100 metres personal 
best from 10.60sec to 10.48 at 
a college invitational event - 
the Seminole Twilight meeting 
- on the University of Florida 
track in Tallahassee. 

“He was pleased as you 
ertf] imagine," his faLhCT said 
“His speed was channelled 
and controlled last year and 
that was the improvement 
Now he knows the speed is 
there again." 

Edwards has always bad 
outstanding speed Before the 


There is no 
question of any 
complacency. I 
am just as 
motivated as I 
was last year* 


last Olympics he was training 
with the likes of John Regis and 
Marcus Adam and keeping up 
with them for 60 metres - but 
when it came to his own event 
he could not translate the 
velocity into distance. 

The transformation of last 
season, although dependent 
on many factors, was based on 
a rpfhmcat hreakthmu g h which 

enabled him to effect that 
translation as he skipped 
rather than stomped through 
his jumps. 

Assuming that his technique 
is now firmly established there 
is no reason to suppose that 
greater speed cannot produce 
greater distances than his 
current world record of 18.29 
metres. 


In an effort to maintain 
continuity, Edwards has pre- 
pared for this season just as he 
did at this time last year. For 
the last two months he has been 
training with Dennis Nobles in 
Tallahassee and benefiting 
from the dose family support 
which is so important to him - 
bis wife, Alison, and young 
sons, Samuel and Nathan, are 
living with him in rented ac- 
commodation near the trade. 

“It has been wonderful,” 
Edwards said. “From a family 
point of view, I don’t think we 
have appreciated how much 
pressure we have been under 
until we actually got away from 
it all. We have bad a lot of time 
just being normal, going 
around the shops and nobody 
knowing who I am. That has 
been very, very enjoyable.” 
Last year's success dearly 
bewildered him at times. But 
he is ro impressionable young- 
ster. .30 -it was his birthday 
last Fr.day - he is not about to 
get c cried away by it all. He 
has tiewns as well as ups to 
remember in his career - fail- 
ing to qualify for the last 
Olympic final, losing the 1990 
Commonwealth title in the 
final round, seeing his 1994 
effectively ruined by the 
Epstein-Barr virus which has 
laid so many athletes low. 

“On one level, my life is ex- 
actly the same. 1 have got two 
young boys and a wife and they 
keep my feet on the ground 
pretty well. Changing dirty 

X ies - or diapers, as they 
lem over here - brings you 
down to earth. There are still 
lots of doubts and question 
marks in my mind about 
whether I will be able to jump 
well again, so there is no ques- 
tion of any complacency. I am 



hi focus: Edwards is the centre of attention after breaking the world record in Gothertwrg test year 


Photograph: Andy HeadingfEmpics 


just as motivated now, and 
perhaps more so than I was at 
this time last year." 

That motivation will have 
been further sharpened by the 
weekend performance of Mike 
Conley, the reigning Olympic 
triple jump champion, who will 
be Edwards' mam opponent on 
Saturday. 

Competing in Springfield, 
the 33 -year-old set an out- 
standing personal best of 8.49 
metres in the long jump - the 
event at which he won a World 


Championship bronze medal 
back in 1983. 

Conley is dearly in the mood 
and shape to test the Briton in 
Atlanta - on Saturday, and 
perhaps two months hence as 
well It will be interesting to see 
how he handles the mental 
challenge of facing Edwards 
after the crushing defeats that 
the Briton inflicted on him 
last year. 

Needless to say, Edwards is 
not writing off any of his po- 
tential rivals this year and, de- 


spite last season's results, 
Conley retains a special signif- 
icance in his mind. Studying 
videos of the American in 
action made a si gnificant con- 
tribution to the mange in style 
Edwards achieved last year' 

Conley has carried around a 
burden or reputation for many 
years. Now dm burden has 
been transferred to Edwards' 
shoulders. 

“I have always got this 1829 
distance hanging oyer me, and 
my expectations are so much. 


higher than they have ewer 
been," Edwards said, it has 
been up and down. I mean, on 
paper it looks good; Psycho- 
logically,! don’t feel, perhaps, 
wondered but then I tnink that 
I, hopefully, can jump we D and 
instil a little bit of confidence. 
It is very much anticipation 
now. The season is so dose I 
can reach out and touch it," _ 
Whatever haj^ens on Sat- 
urday and in thecoaaungweeks, 
Edwards wffl heat his oppo- 
nents withjfesppct, . _ . : . 


“When I go out to compete, 
my attitude is to be the best that 
1 can. 1 am not, T must beat X. 
Y and X and I will direct a cer- 
tain amount of aggression to- 
wards them...' There is no real 
question of psychological war- 
rare or one-upmanship. But if 
1 go out and jump further than 
anyone else and that puts one 
over on them, well then that is 
the way it goes.” 

Which is about as dose as 
Jonathan Edwards gets to is- 
suing a warding. 


Pollock lets Lancashire off the hook 


Cricket 


MICHAEL AUSTIN 
reports from Old Traffbrd 
Warwickshire 312-6 
Lancashire 316-9 
(Lancashire win by one wicket) 


This riveting contest may have 
decided only which of these al- 
ready qualified counties have 
home advantage in the Benson 
and Hedges Cup quarter-final 
draw. Yet the game had the cut- 
ting edge of a Lord's final Lan- 
cashire winning with four 
leg-fcyes from the next-to-last halL 


Shaun Pollock, Warwick- 
shire's South Africao all- 
rounder, conceded 14 runs to 
Graham Lloyd and Peter Mar- 
tin in a tantalising penultimate 
over, when 17 had been needed. 

Their effort frustrated Der- 
mot Reeve, Warwickshire's cap- 
tain, ace tactician and taker of 
three catches and three wickets. 
It was Warwickshire’s first de- 
feat in any competition this 
season, with Lloyd's gold- 
award- winning inning of 63 not 
out from 40 trails including six 
lavish fours. 

Lancashire are the cup hold- 
ers but Warwickshire lifted the 


NatWfest Trophy last September 
and the shrewd money is already 
on their meeting somewhere 
further along the way in this 
restyled 50-over competition. 
Reeve’s team have bubbling self- 
confidence but Lancashire also 
have a brashness about them, typ- 
ified by Lloyd’s ebullience. 

Even so, the subtlety of 
Reeve's field placing exploited 
some loose Lancashire strokes, 
notably when Michael Watkin- 
son, his opposing captain, had 
promoted himself in the order 
to set the score moving he 
pulled a catch to Reeve and Ian 
Austin, who was also uplifted in 


the batting order, played an- 
other wild stroke and was 
bowled. As for Warwickshire, 
they used a more conventional 
batting approach and all con- 
tributed something, notably 
Nick Knight and Neil Smith, 
who accelerated the total to 1 12 
for 2 in 15 overs. 

Smith's half-century took 
only 43 balls and Pollock later 
pillaged 59 not out from 48 de- 
liveries. Gary Yates returned a 
creditable 3 for 65 but others 
proved expensive. Michael 
Atherton fielded admirably, 
holding a sharp catch to dismiss 
Dominic Ostler but the England 


captain did not prosper long in 
Lancashire’s reply. 

Atherton failed to offer an 
authentic stroke to Ashley Giles 
and was leg-before, but Lan- 
cashire acquired 100 for 2 from 
15 overs before sustaining their 
tempo in the rush for victory. 

Dougie Brown, who bad to- 
ted fluently, then held a re- 
markable diving catch, at deep 
square leg to oast Jason Gaifian. 
whose innings of 61 did much 
to put Lancashire within sight 
of success. When he was out, 
they needed 109 from 15 overs. 
Paul Smith later held a stunning 
catch but Lancashire prevailed. 


Northamptonshire home in on immediate target 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Northampton 
Yorkshire 205-9 
Northamptonshire 206-3 
(Northants win by 7 wickets) 


Playing for precious little more 
than the right of home advan- 
tage in the quarter-finals, 
which they also enjoyed yes- 
terday, Northamptonshire 
comfortably beat Yorkshire, 
who also qualified for the 
knock-out stage of the Benson 
and Hedges Cup, which is 
drawn this morning. 

With no Allan Lamb this sea- 


son - busy alternating his time 
between stewing on Masterchcf 
and suing Imran Khan- the vig- 
orous batting often needed to 
change the course of one-day 
games had fallen to others like 
David Capel now opening and 
doing a passable imitation of a 
man in form with 82 in 108 
balls, including 12 boundaries. 

His partnership of 148 with 
the captain, Rob Bailey, who 
scored an unbeaten 75, is a new 
club record against Yorkshire 
and easily secured a game the 
visitors never looked like con- 
testing: their total of 205 for 9 
was some 30 runs below par for 
the dry, bleached pitch. 


Batting first, Yorkshire did 
their best to minimise North- 
amptonshire's role in their dis- 
missal by embarking on a run- 
out spree that was as farcical 
as anything that might be 
found in the Dales council 
league. 

Only one, a marvellous flat 
throw to the keeper from Tim 
Walton from the midwicket 
boundary to remove Ibny Mc- 
Grath as he went for a second 
run, had any cricketing merit 
attached to it. 

The others, two of which in- 
volved Darren Gough, were ap- 
palling. His sending-back of 
Michael Bevan when the Aus- 


tralian was on 81, cost York- 
shire dear. 

In spite of this Yorkshire, 
who won the toss and batted, 
did not always enjoy the best 
of fortune. On the same pitch 
last Sunday, Curtly Ambrose 
took 3 for 3 and was rapping 
batting gloves every other ball. 
Yesterday, the rising bah was 
less frequent, though one of the 
few that did fizz struck Martyn 
Moron on his right thumb, 
forcing him to retire until the 
ninth wicket bad fallen when he 
returned, hitting the last ball of 
the innings for four. 

Ambrose, back at Wantage 
Road on a one-year contract. 


Law lets rip again Dashing Dakin 

but Essex miss out f ^^°° a d m 


DEREK HODGSON 


bowled impressively but with- 
out luck especially udih the new 
ball. Later in the innings he 
peppered Gough with a series 
of toe-crushing yorkers. 

It by the way Gough hob- 
bled about, it was an exchange 
that clearly brought the York- 
shire fast bowler pain, it also 
brought the best line of the day 
from a wag in the crowd, who 
shouted, “Get some Doc 
Martens on", in reference to 
Northamptonshire’s sponsor. 
Never one to heed advice, 
Gough got stuck in later, bowl- 
ing a pacy spell in normal 
bowling boots, clearly saving bis 
flip-flops for the tnp home. 


reports from Taunton 
Somerset 250-5 
Essex 253-2 
(Essex win by 8 wickets) 


Stuart Law completed his third 
centiuy ia four days, a masterly 
116 off 93 balls, to win the gold 
award and the deep respect of a 
smafl crowd bat lost the vital bat- 
tle to put Essex into the quarter- 
finals yesterday. He had riddled 
Somerset's bowling, hitting two 
sixes and IS fours, but Glamor- 
gan’s tearaway triumph at Can- 
terbury meant it was all in vain. 

The steely but elegant 
Queenslander is reviving Essex’s 
fortunes faster than can have 
been expected. Instead of an- 
other year of rebuilding, they 
lead the Championship and if 
they are out of the first one-day 
competition there seems every 
possibility they wffl be dose to 
winning another. 

There remains a question 
about the bowling. Essex were 
lucky when Nasser Hussain’s 12- 
yard throw from point ran out 
Peter Bowler, when the dan- 
gerous Graham Rose, up the 
order, mis-hit to deep mid- 
wicket and especially when 
Mark LttihweU, m electric form, 
played on to a gentle delivery 
from Paul Grayson. 


Nor were they able to do 
much in the last H overs when 
Marcus Trescotbick joined Rob 
Tbrner to add 93 runs, the big 
left-hander knocking 57 off 40 
deliveries (one six, seven fours). 
No doubt Graham Gooch the 
selector was making a mental 
note. TtescOtiock hasstruggled 
as an opener since his golden 
day as England Under-19 cap- 
tain and perhaps his real place 
is at No 5. 

A target of 251 always looked 
vulnerable with Taunton's short, 
straight boundaries and 69 was 
on the board in the 12th over 
when Darren Robinson was 
caught at midwicket. Law and 
Hussain then added 132 in only 
21 overs before Law was made 
unhappy by Alan Whitehead’s 
decision that he was leg before 
to a ball from Harvey Trump 
that seemed destined for fine 
leg. His departure allowed the 
game's senior sracesinan to 
stroll into the evening sunshine 
to take Essex home. 

On a pitch not entirely in 
favour of the batsmen, Andy 
Caddick bowled some useful 
overs, and had the morning’s 
light cloud persisted his swing 
might have extended the con- 
test beyond the 42nd over. 

■ Surrey completed a clean 
sweep of Group D victories with 
a five-wicket success against 
Ireland at Eglinton yesterday. 


ROUND-UP 


Jon Dakin hit a splendid un- 
beaten IDS to steer Leicester^, 
shire to a thrilling four-wicket 
victory over Durham with two 
balls to spare in their Benson 
and Hedges Cup game at Grace 
Road yesterday. 

Leicestershire, chasing a vic- 
tory target of 288. looked in 
trouble at 128 for 4 in the 26th 
over, but the 23-year-old Dakin 
and Darren Maddy. 21, shared 
a fifth-wicket stand of 153 in 23 
overs to transform the match. 

Both batsmen compiled 
career-best scores in the comp- 
etition - as did Durham’s John 
Morris earlier in the day. His 
145 was not only a personal best 
but also Durham's highest in- 
dividual innings in any form of 
one-day cricket. 

Gloucestershire secured a 
place in the quarter-finals 
thanks to a 21-run win over 
Hampshire at Bristol Chasing 
Gloucestershire's 272 for 9, 
Hampshire reached 162 for 3 
but collapsed to 251 all out 
Mark AUeyne won the gold 
award with 75 from 53 balls for 
the home side. 

At Derby. Dean Jones guid- 
ed Derbyshire to a six-wicket 
win over the Minor Counties. 
The Australian veteran scored 
142 from only 101 balls. 
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CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Benson and Hedges Cup 

i One-day matches) 

British Unfvs v Mlddesex 

FENNER'S: Middlesex won by Are arid* 


(MMBesex non toss) 
BRITISH UMVERSfTES 
C M Gupta taw b Baser 
G A Khan t> Fofcffl 


...1 

-26 


A Sn£i c Carr b Fraser .......19 

"R Q Cake run out — 23 

W i House c Sub b Ramprahash — 22 

M Watfi c Gatling b Rernprakasti 23 

U Rashid c Carr b Ramprahash -29 

K Marc c Gatling b Ufeetes 0 

M R Evans not out IB 

S A J Boswell st Brown b TufneH 3 

tJ Bahl si Brown b Tutnell ..... — -O 

Extras (03 Ib7 wl2) ....... - 22 

rata! < 49 l 5 avers) *84 

RjJt 1-2 2-42 3-67 4-101 6-114 6-148 
7-149 8-166 9-183. 

Scare at 15 owers: 51 for 2. 

Bowflnc F raw 10-3-27-2: Fay 7-1-29-0; 
rafnel 75- 1-33-2: Welt 5-1-11- U Wa*aa 
10-0-39-1: Ramprakash 10-1-35-3. 
MIDDLESEX 

P N Weefces b Evans .... 52 

M R Ramprakasn tw b Marc ~ 11 

O A Shaft tm b Marc 4 

*M W Gating c Rastod D Evans £ 


J C Pootey c House n Wagi 

J DCarr not out 


tK R Brown not out 

Extras 0b2 wl9 nb24i 

ratal (for 5, 4L3 W 


12 

....-40 

.-...13 


Rat 1-53 2-74 3-97 4-121 5-125. 

OU not bat: R A Fay, ARC Fraser. 0 RV- 
MtPCB Turtle* 

Score at 15 ovexs: 59 for 1. 

BaMne Band) 10-1-37-0: Esots 7053- 
2 Rash* 9.30-24-0: Man; 50-30-2; Wfafift 
10-1-39-1. 

UBVlreK V A Holder and K J Lyons. 

Dartryshire v Minor Counties 

DERBY: Derbyshire won by si* wickats. 
rD8rt»s/me won toss) 

MNOR COUNTIES 

"S J Dean si Knkken o VantJtau .—...32 

K Sharp run out 71 

L Potter ettnkhen b Harris 20 

S 0 Myles cJone3 b was - „.57 

P J Sywestar itwr b wens -.11 

SViguUMDWEHs 17 

2 A Sher run out „.14 

M G Rowed ibw b Weds ,..,,.,0 


MJSammnotout 1 

M A Sharp c Hams b DeFrertas .... .1 

Extras 0b2 wBl 3 

Total (4R2 overs) ..232 

Fafl: 1-49 2-91 3-177 4-396 5-197 6-197 
7-208 8-227 9-230. 

Score at 15 overs: 86 for 1. 

Bowling: Malcolm 90-41-0; Harts 70-34- 
1; Uandrau 10-1-591; DeFiefcs 83034- 
1 : Aklred 4-O-lS-O: Weds 10-1-36-4; 
Barnett 2.50-80. 

DEHBYSHRRE 

*D M Jones c Boner b Star ...... —.142 

KJBanettc Batty bSher -48 

J E Owen Ibw b Saggers 21 

M J V&ndrau c Patter b Sher — 11 

CM Utans notout .0 

fK M Krlkhen not out 4 

Extras (in6 w4) —9 

Mai (for A 38-5 avers) 235 

Fafl: 1-196 2-197 3-231 4-23L 
DM not bat C J Adams. P A J DeFretcas, 
P AMred. A J Hauls. 0 E Makafm. 

Score at 16 over*: 108 for 0. 

Bowfimc Saggars 4-0-43-1; M A Sharp B- 
0-42-0: Laudat 4-0-36-0. Potter 7-1-10 
0: Myles 30-32-0; PweB 6-0-39-0; Sher 

Umpires: B J Mayor and H D Bird. 
Gloucestershire v Hants 
BnsTtt: ffloocesteishlre woo by 21 ram. 

(HampeHte won toss) 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

A J WHO* »w James .31 

R I Oewaon c Bertamin h Maru — .33 

RJCunltfieb Badamjn 73 

T H C Hancock run out — . — 10 

A Symonds c Moms blftru 26 

*CA Walsh c Jamas b Wftdskar 6 

MW AUeyne twb Connor ... 75 

tfl C Russe# rui out 8 

9 P DaWs b Connor J2 

a M Smith OK ' out _.o 

Extra* (Uj3 w 3 ntffl 8 

Total [for 9. 50 mere) 272 

M: 1-65 2-0 3-88 4-128 5-145 8-258 
7-270 8-272 9-2 72. 

Did not baC K E Cooper. 

Score at 15 own: 71 tor 2. 

BawOntt Bentanwi 10-2-58-1; Connor 6-0- 
4R-2X lanws 4-0-24. 1 ; Mam 10-0-43-2; ma 
10-O-57-O; WNtatef 10-0-41-1. 

HAMPSHIRE 

RSM Mores St fcjsaex b Daws .39 

J S Lsneyc Wafch b Cooper — J4 

K 0 James n*t out - - m..56 

r A smith cAimne bOaws...._ 1 

w KM Benfem* 1 4 Smith b Hancock _..^43 
*J P Stephenson c Wngrc b Hancock ,7 

PR Whitaker cDausb Hancock 6 


tA N Aymes run out 17 

S D Udal c Symonds b Smith 37 

C A Connor cDarabWatsh 1 

R J Maru not out 6 


-251 


Total (49.2 overs] 

R* 1-47 2-113 3-115 4-162 5-188 6-198 

7- 195 8-231 9-237. 

Score at 15 overs: 79 for 1. 

Bowlfag Cooper 8-0-48-1; Smttft 8J2-0-50- 
1; AUeyne 9-0-46-0: Watsh 10-0-41-1; 
□avis 10-0-50-2; Hancock 4-0-13-3. 
Umpires: J H Hams and B Lcwfoeatet 

Ireland v Surrey 

DUBLM (Edhtori: Sanoyvron fay five wk*> 
etc. 

[Ireland won toss) 

IRELAND 

J D R Benson c D J fflckne* b Lams 0 

0 Moore e Brown b M P BtckneK ... 0 

G D Hsmson c Stewart b Laws 4 

D A Lews C 0 J BKknel b M P BickneU .3 

N G Doak not out ... -84 

A R Diailop c Juflan BMP BKknafl 1 

D Heasley tow b Jufaan -36 

R L Eagfoson c Thorpe b B C HoNoate .33 

1A T Ruowrtoid c Stewan b Jtiren 26 

Extras Uj 3 to6 w9 nb4) — 34 

Total (for 8, 50 oven) 196 

PaK 1-0 2-1 3-15 4-16 5-17 6-6? 7-144 

8- 196. 

DM not bat: P McCntm, M W ftomuson. 
BowUnfl: Lents 10-2-35-2: M P Bcknef 10- 
5-19-3; A J HOKtehe 3-1-18-0: Pearson 10- 
1-43-0; Julian 10-0-45-2: B C HoHoake 
7-1-25-1. 

SURREY 

DM Ward c Heasley b Eegesan 9 

A D Brown c McQum b Patterson 24 

*fA J Stewert c Benson b Hamson 63 

G P Thorpe c Rutherford b Heasley JO 

A J HoBtoaha b Hamson 1 

□ J BKtoMB not out 34 

C C Laws not out 30 

Extras ObS w3 nb2) - — 7 

Total (for 5, 37.5 overs} 198 

FaL- 1-9 2-46 3-132 4-132 5-145. 

DM not bat B C HoHnahe. R M Pearson. B 
P Julian. M P BoknelL 
Score at U> avers: 89 for 2. 

Bowflng Patterson 6-0-37-1; Eagleson 5.5- 
0-51-1: McCrum 6-0-33-0; Heasley 7-0-32- 
1; Hamson 100-30-2: Do* 3-1-13-0. 
U mpi re *: j C BaMeretona and J D Bond. 

Kent v Glamorgan 

CANTERBURY: GlattWgM woo by eight 

mtnli-t- 

vnaicts. 

[Kent wn tnssj 
KENT 

T R Ward b WatMfl 1 

M V Fleming c Dale t> Waft*! 16 


C L Hooper c Maynard b Croft 62 

GR Oowdrey c James bWlat»n -0 

M J walker c Mason b WaOan 0 

M A Eaftam c Maynard b Thames 5 

N J Uong Ibw b Croft -31 

*tS A Marsh run out -29 

M J McCague c Matson b Gfeeon 3.7 

MM Placel not out IS 

J B D Thompson not out 12 

Extras (blO w7) —17 

-total (for 9; SO owe) 206 

Fat 1-14 2-26 3-26 4-26 5-35 6-102 7- 
133 8-17B 9-177. 

Score at 15 overs: 49 for 5. 

Bowktt watkn 103-31-4; Gibson 8-2-33- 
1; Thomas 7-0-31-1; Bswick 10-0-47-0: 
Croft 10-1-41-2; Dale 5-1-15-0. 
GLAMORGAN 

S P Jamas c Patel b Eaftiam 60 

*H Moms not out 136 


A Dale c ward b Eafam 
M P Maynanj not out .... 
Extras iw2} 


J. 


.11 


— J2 

-210 


ratal {for 2, 324 overs) 

Fafl: 1-131 2-183. 

Did not bat: P A Carte* ROB Croft, O D 
Gibson, S D Thomas, tc P Matson, S L 
Wattor. S R BarwKk. 

Score at 15 overs: 100 for 0. 

Bowing: McCa&ja 8-0-55-0; Thompson 4- 
0-21-0: Ealham 6-0-27-2: Fleming 6.4-1- 
47-0; Patel 3-0-28-0; Hooper 5-0-32-0. 
Umpires: j W Holder and A Clarkson. 


i v WanvfcfcsMve 

OLD TRAFFORD: Lancashire won by one 


(WtowfcteWre non tussJ 
WKRWKKSMRE 

N V Knight c Fairbrother b Moron 47 

N M K Smith c Atherton b rates _51 

P A Smith cGalBan b Chappie 17 

DPOsderc Atherton b Y&tss 21 

T L Penney e and b Martin ...» 3* 

-D A Reeve st Hegg b rates -- 27 

S M Polock not out —59 

□ R Brown not out _,..33 

Extras (toll w4 nb8) — — __23 

ratal (tor 6, 50 overs] 312 

Fafl: 1-97 2-1 12 3-132 4-168 5-208 6- 
230. 

DM not tab IK J Piper. G Welch. A F Gfles. 
Scare at 15 overs: 112 for 2- 
Bowflng Mansi IDO-57-2; Austin 10-1-62- 
0: Chappie 10-0-61-1; rates 10-0-65-3; 
WMHnsor 10-0-56*0. 

UtNCASHHE 

M A Albertan rtnv o Gdee 35 

*V WUMnson c Reeve b Pollock _37 

J E R Gaftan c Brown b Wefcti 61 

I D Austin b N Smith 16 


G 


JP Crawley c Reeve bWtfcti -47 

NHFUfbrotherc Reeve bN Smith 12 

G □ Uoyd not out B3 

TW K Heggb Reeve 10 

G rates stPfoer b Reeve ...——13 

G Chappie c P A Smith b Reeve _8 

P J Martin not out - 5 

Extras tb2 tti8 wl5 nt>4) 29 

ratal (for 9, 49L5 overs) ^16 

FaMz 1-55 2-66 898 4-193 5-203 6-218 
7-241 8-274 9-292. 

Score at 15 overs: 100 for 3. 

Bowing: Polock 10-0-661; Brown 50-27- 
O; Giles 10-1-49.1; N M K Smith 9-1-47- 
2; Reeve 83-055-3; PA Smith 2-0-19-0; 
Welch 7-0-43-2. 

Umpires: G I Burgess and N T Ptewa. 

Leicestershire v Durban 
LEICESTER: Letcestorstiire won by taor 
wickets. 

(Durham won rossj 

DURHAM 

S L Campbell c wets b Muflally 0 

*tA A Rosebeny c Smith b Brimson 57 

J E Morra C White her b Parsons JL45 

J I Longey c Whitaker b Parsons -37 

P D OoMrvs«Ood not out 15 

J A Daley run out 3 

M J Foster not out 0 

Extras fb2 fo9 wlO rib4) 25 

ratal (for 6. 80 overs) 287 

Raft 1-1 2-168 3-260 4-261 5-285. 

Did not bat: fD G C Ligenwood, J BoHng, 
S J E Brown, N Witeen. 

Score at 15 overs: 45 for 1. 

Bow flu® MtiftaUy 101-501; Parsers 10 
1-31-2; Simmons 90-500; Web 0104- 
CT. Brimson 100-501; Remy 30-290. 
LBCESTERSHRE 

P V Simmons c Killeen b Braun _4 

V J Wefls c Rosebeny b Cotb^Mood ...40 

8 F Smith c BoiSng b CoUkigwood 84 

*J J Whitaker c Ugsrtwood D Foster ,._23 

J M Dakin notout - 108 

0 L Maddy b Bolling -.61 

TP A Nwon st U09itwaod b Baking ...... .1 

C C Remy not out - — -1 

Extras (104 wll nb2) 17 

ratal (for 8, 404 overs] 289 

Rflfc 1-4 2-81 3-94 4-128 0281 0283. 
Did not bet: G J Parsons, M T Branson. A 
DMuUaby. 

Score at IS overs: SI for 1. 

BowUng: Btown 100001; Killeen 9.40- 
540; raster 100-59-1: Coihngwood 8-0 
61-2; Bo«ng 100-32-2; Daley 20.19-0. 

Umpires: J H Hampshire axj a A Jones. 


<5 


Norttamits v Yorkshire 
NORTHAMPTON: NorthampbMisMra won 
by swan wtcfceta. 

Obifehlre.wari.ibsa) 

YDRKSMRE 

*0 ByasbTbytar B 

M D Moron not out 11 

M P v&njhan b Pwtenhy _28 

MGSemmiun out 81 

A McGrath run out 30 

C White c Bapey b Benberthy 3 

TR J BtateycBaHeyb f ton bermy 10 

D Gotgi run out 5 

PJ Hatley not out 8 

C E W SDwnrood run out .,3 

R D Stamp c Ambrose b Curran 1 

Extras (b6 b3 w2 nbffl 19 

ratal (for % SO ovnra) 205 


fisfl: 1-15 2-70 3-137 4-152 0178 0180 
7-191 0194 fl-lSB. 

Score at 15 overs: 38 for 1. 

Bowing Amtrese 102000: Taytar 10-1- 
401; Onen 00301; Emburey 101-22- 
0 : Penberttqr 90-403; Bailey 30-200. 
NORMAMPTONSHRE 
D J Capel e Hartley b Bevan ..... 82 


R R Montgomerie fow b Wh&B 

Bailey notour 

M B Loyrtlbwb Sflvemood 

K M Curran not out 


.-17 


75 

-3 


(b5 bl4 nb2)_ 


.81 


-206 


ratal (fora 4&1 overs) 

Rdfc 1-33 2-181 0187. 

DM oot bn tR J Warren. T c Wofton, A L 
PBrtwtn* J E Emburey, C E L Ambrose, J P 
raytac 

Score at IB ovare: 44 for 1. 

Bowflag: Gough 7-0140; Harttay 02-30 
O. White 40-17-1; Sflmnmod 101-401; 
Stemp 8-0070. vautfian 30-120 Sevan 
5.1-025-1. 

Umpires: D R Shepherd and R A Whree. 

Scotland v Worceaterstifre 
EPWBURQH (Brrafla CCjz Worcostsrs ft bo 
won by aight wickets. 
tScattanO won toss) 

SCOTLAND 

BMW Patterson run out 50 

I L Ptoflp c Moody b IHnerarth S4 

M J Smith c Kick b lampttt 33 

M J D AUngham b Thomas 1 

J G wniamson c Splnng b BrtnUey 12 

*G SaCmond c Rhodes b Lampttt .0 

ON Rerfarrunout 3 

TA G Davies few b Brinkley l'1' .Q 

SGowtaynotout j 

I R Seven bw b tamprii 

K Thomson e Rhodes b Larrm 1 

Extras Oil fbl w2| a 

ratal (482 overs) _!89 


Reft 1-96 2-119 0122 4-144 0148 0 Final tables •*" 

155 7 - 155 0155 0155. t 

Score at 15 oven: 50 for 0. <*o«pA 

Bowfing: Thomas 102-34-1; Brinkley 10 . P W Lm Tot nm 

1-302; Lampttt 02-1-204; MoayA0-17- Lancashks 5 5 0 OH 1L58 

0: IBirwworth 102-101; .Leathedale WbndcWMre — 5 3 1 1 7 39^8 
00230. UrfcasjMshbre 3 2 0 6 3.93 

WUHCESI ENSURE 1 ? 3 0 4 4.79 

TM Moody bwbGourifly 27 -g 13 13 -6.83 

T S Cures c Beven b Thomson 61 Uinor Couna * a --5 0 5 0 0 -26.53 

GAFBcknotout 67 Gromi B 

D A Leatherdais not out — 10 p w lnrtoc am 

Extras (b2 b3 wl) 6 Northants 4 4 o o g ivre 

^*158^ 130 WarS> - " , 1W1 , 4 3 1 0 6 15.25 

HHc 1-5 q 2-136- Nft W B dif BimJ t i . ra 4 5 9 rt d i cc 

Pid not bltt : K R S p i ii ng. tS J Rories. «W WorcestersMre „4 1 3 0 2 2.23 

£ Brtr^^P A TTto^^ 5f *' 1 ^ ^ lam l 5, 0 - 1 Scottand 4 0 4 Q 0 -3026 

Score at 15 ov en s 62 for 1. Oroop C 

Bowfcft Thomson 01-34-L-VWIamson 7- — P * L, ® T, 5 ** 

0- 420; Rerier0l-17-O; Gowtey 42-2-21- §^ i - WM ^ an 5 4 1 0 8 B.74 

1: ANn^iam 40-is-O: Beven 50-270. 2** 1 * 5 4 i o 8 -i.ob 

Umpires DJ Constant and BDuUestsn. J;* 6 "* — 5 3 2 0 6 11.24 

_ ^ _ Somerset 5 3 2 0 6 4.78 

Somerset v Essex Middlesex _s l 4 o 2 n.J7 

WflUrON: Essex won by algfotwlchata. British Unhs S 0 5 0 0 17.94 

(Somereat won toss) Oroop D 

SOMERSET . P W L NR Tot Rrft 

M N Lsthwel b Gravson <si Swrey 4 4 0 0 8 18.*1R 

T^ > ^ ar ^ tnout -26 gou<»»i anroire..4 3 1 0 6 1785 

G D Rose c Gray90n b Irani U Hampulvra 4 2204 t ? rtg 

R J Haoen Ibw ft Law ; 38 Sussex — — ..4 1 3 0 2-129 

S Lae tow t> Law ,8 IreUwtd 4 0 4 0 0-49.62 

jT^Tc TcT 25 0 S r T? ia5 jnclir to , 0: Kinvawtf 130 
I* 1-w 2-53 3-108 4-132 5*151, (D A Aftfrefi-Stti fi r fm atwl rinvnfttoir 
A R CBdd,dc H R »*ar- Otohnsfo wi: 

Trump , K J_ Shine. <N J Timnor Bll and 43 lor n; Ewv-x 374 

7 oec (A j IE 86. F D Mm 97*. ^Por! 

30-2-280; nott 90410 twkkfc J17 itv l iH 

1- 23-1; Grayson 100501. Jiri 18 lur 0 ; Cmmrgjn .345 t.w v ,« n 

ESSEX ?w l73n oi. Maktstnne: 3 7:» lev 4 a »■ 

D D J Robinson c Bowksr b Lee 34 L N - ‘ 3 i , R J Vl ' '>-■ D J v*xt xx-r r, 1 , 

S G law Ibw b Tamp VfS SCWjteeO' ana lb? tor 2. ;t* i 

N Hussain not out " ea HasUniWsn: LUr«.-« if-i 

G A Gooch not out !!”!'.29 ?. 4li lor 4 1 1 A K-vafoni 

Extras (R>3 w3] g 133 |N 

(for 2, 413 everd Uxbridg-: kl,d 

Fat 1-69 2-201. ■/': ^ r Dwch ii3. 

||p5i 

Cmm ef dE >,«»-- go JUJ M 134 t(V j l\ S StH-lflkl 1^1 

30-260: Srone 00480:80^ 0.30 

Um|*«K R Julian end AG T Whitehead. A ,R 
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Stock of Faldo Inc rises around the world 

bw at m d ^ n „l Sh <^ U i' Tim Gaower finds the Masters ChamDion Stove he wore at the Masters, come. He has since sold tb 


Amenca he did so under a large 

Hack Cl d ^ ^ j-JJ 

^uf._ he said, during the 
^ncume Trophy in Paris before 
ttiUcising the press, the condi- 
non of courses oo the European 
Tour, the weather and possibly 
the amount of traffic on die M25. 
Yesterday the sun greeted the rc- 
uim of the prodigal sod and he 
is soaking up the adulation 
Faldo is at The Oxfordshire 
for the Benson, and Hedges In- 
ternational which starts to- 
morrow, his &st appearance in 
England since his extraordi- 
nary victory in the Masters at 
Augusta last month. “That was 
one of the biggest for public in- 
terest and attention,” Faldo 
said. “It had the largest televi- 
sion audience in America and 
nine million people watched it 
over here. I think I have met 
those nine million in the last few 
weeks. They’ve been hanging 


out of the windows and shout- 
ing at me. The response from 
everybody has been very big. If s 
veiy nice, ft’s a new interest for 
me.” 

Faldo's relationship with the 
People has always been rosier 
than with the Fourth Estate. “It 
would be very tough for the 
press to criticise me after the 
Masters." he said. “Pick the 
0ul that one. The 
public have always liked me, 
very much so." 

The only dark cloud that ap- 
peared over the Oxfordshire 
countryside yesterday coincid- 
ed with questions over his pri- 
vate life. Yes, his American 
girlfriend Brenna Cepelak is 
with him and they are renting 
a house. *Tm not discussing the 
relationship," he said. When he 
was asked about a divorce from 
his wife GiU, he did not utter a 
single syllable. He simply 
shrugged his shoulders. 


Tim Glover finds the Masters champion 
surrounded by many new-found ftiends 


Faldo's achievement in win- 
ning a third Green Jacket at Au- 
gusta, consigning Greg Norman 
to a straitjadeet by scoring a 67 
to the Atartralian’s 78, has left 
him with a large postbag to deal 

the Fttme'^^uster^ufit was 
praise from his fellow profes- 
sionals that he found particu- 
larly heartwarming. “It was the 
nicest feeling. My 67 was the 
best round of the weekend... It 
was a hell of a round under the 
circumstances. That is coming 
through in the comments of oth- 
er players. I’ve been thinking 
about it. 

“When I went to Augusta I 
wasn't bursting with confidence: 
I was waiting for something to 
happen. I was mentally very 
strong on the final day but it’s 


Gascoigne plans 
to keep it cool 


football 

The Rangers and England mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne, prepar- 
ing for the Tennents Scottish 
Cup final, insisted yesterday that 
there win be no repeal of his 
Wembley woe - and he re- 
vealed that he has never seen 
the FA Cup winner's medal Tot- 
tenham claimed in his absence. 

Gascoigne, whose side face 
Heart of Midlothian at Hamp- 
den Park on Saturday, spoke 
frankly about dial Wembley fi- 
nal against Nottingham Forest 
five years ago, when a tackle on 
Gary Charles shattered his knee 
and - almost - his career. “It is 
nice to be back in a final - I 


think I have come a long way 
since 1991," said Gascoigne, 
who left Spurs in the lurch 
with his earty departure on a 
stretcher that day. His team- 
mates went on to riaim 3 2-1 win 
over Brian Clough’s Forest but, 
as ever, the headlines were de- 
voted to the larger-than-life 
Geordie as his big-money move 
to Lazio was put in jeopardy. 

“1 won a medal that year but 
from a personal point of view 
it was one to forget, because I 
never stopped getting injuries 
after that,” Gascoigne said. 
‘Things went from bad to worse 
from that day onward. I finally 
got fit again and went to Lazio, 
but then I suffered a lot of nig- 
gling injuries. 


Bayern wary of 
vintage Bordeaux 


Bayern Munich, dubbed the 
“Dream TfeanT when the season 
began, are under renewed pres- 
sure to justify the tag when they 
face Bordeaux tonight in the sec- 
ond leg of the Uefa Cup final, 
-y Bayern, who spent millions to 
assemble a team capable of win- 
ning the Bimdcsliga, cannot af- 
ford. to miss out again only 
days after losing 2-1 at Schalke 
to allow Dortmund to run away 
with the German league title on 
Saturday, 

They moved within touching 
distance of their first Euro- 
pean title for 20 years with a 2-0 
win at home in the first leg but 
arc resisting complacency, 
aware that Bordeaux knocked 
out Milan in the quarter-finals 
with a 3-0 home win after los- 
ing the first leg 2 - 0 . 

“It will certainly not be as 
easy at it seems," said the Bay- 
ern chairman. Franz Becken- 
bauer, who controversially 
sacked the coach, Otto 
Rehbagel, to take charge of the 
team two weeks ago. 

“We were lucky to win 2-0,” 
hi' said, aware that without their 
noalkeeper, Oliver Kahn, in out- 
standing form Bordeaux would 
have scored at least one goaL 

Beckenbauer also knows that 
Bordeaux's prolific striker, 
Chrisutphe Dugairy, and key at- 
tacking midfielder. Zinedine 
Zidane, will return for the 
French side after missing 
the first leu through suspension. 

■‘We will go for it," warned the 


Bordeaux trainer. Gemot Rohr, 
himself a former Bayern play- 
er. ‘After the first leg against Mi- 
lan, we had little hope but this 
time it will he. different. .Wfc. 
know we can make it" 

Bordeaux, France’s greatest 
dub in the 1980s, have been 
through a tough season in the 
domestic league, and had to 
wait for a 2-2 draw at home to 
Paris St- Germain on Saturday 
to be certain of avoiding rele- 
gation to the Second Division. 

However, they have been a 
totally different side in Euro- 
pean competition, reaching 
their first final with some in- 
spired football led by Dugany, 
the Dutch veteran Richard 
Whschge and the unpredictable 
Zidane. 

It still does not make them 
favourites against a team with 
such formidable players as Jur- 
gen Klinsmann, Lothar 
MatthaQs and Griaco Sforza, as 
well as Kahn, who could again 
play a crucial role tonight- 
There is no reason for us to be 
afraid but we must give them re- 
spect,” Matthaus said. 

BoidoaK Hums BaneweJ, Rta-Hanwv Do- 
bxv Laaranj, Lucas, Croa, ZMann, Witsd^a. 
Thotot, Dugany. 

Bayern Mmlctc Keen; Babbei. Maahafe. 
HeYner. Sc***. SOvra. Nertnger. Sfcxza, ZfeSS. 

- KSnsmam Kostadrov. 

■ The Brazilian coach, Carlos 
Alberto Parreira, has resigned 
from Fenerbahce, who are 
poised to become the Thikish 
champions, because of his wife’s 
health problems. 


“When we met Forest I was 
nervous -probably too nervous 
- and hyped up, and when Sat- 
urday comes this time I will be 
relaxed and I want to enjoy it 
and savour it I haven’t even 
seen the medal 1 won because 
I was in hospital when they were 

awarded. 

“My mum got mine and she 
keeps all my medals and Eng- 
land shirts under lock and key 
- 1 never see them. If I get a win- 
ner’s one this weekend I think 
I will keep iL If I give it to her 
I may never see it againl” 

Gascoigne has won the Scot- 
tish Player of the Year award 
from both the football writers 
and his fellow professionals af- 
ter contributing 19 goals in his 
first season since moving to 
Glasgow from Rome in a £43m 
move last summer. He watched 
England's Footballer of the 
Year, Eric Cantona, settle last 
weekend’s duD Cup final be- 
tween Manchester United and 
Liverpool south of the border 
- but he would not go so far as 
to say be may repeat the feat this 
weekend. 

“It is a nice feeling making 
people happy, as Cantona has. 
saj&” Gascoigne said. That is. 
why I am in football, fo-make- 
people happy, and Td love to do 
that for Rangers fans this Sat- 
urday. After that, I want to stuff 
the Scottish half of the dressing- 
room at Wembley on 15 June in 
the European Championship — 
I am fed up listening to them.” 

His dub-mate Andy Goram 
claimed that Rangers fans will 
be the only ones to hail Walter 
Smith’s side if they complete the 
Double on Saturday. Hearts, at 
the end of a first season in 
charge for Jim Jefferies, are 
seeking their first trophy for 34 
years and the Scottish Cup for 
the first time since 1956 - and 
Goram. the Rangers goalkeep- 
er, knows they have the “pop- 
ular support." 

“Everyone except Rangers 
fans wants Hearts to win it," 
Goram said. “You can’t hide 
from the fact that everybody 
wants to see someone new win 
something and see us knocked 
off our perch. It happens all 
over sport, be it Manchester 
United, Nick Faldo in golf, 
Steve Davis or now Stephen 
Hendry in snooker, or MDce 
Tyson in boxing People are al- 
ways desperate to see them 
lose and have honours shared 
around. It is those outside the 
dominant force who want that” 


very easy to be mentally strong 
and not play the right sorts. Ben 
Hogan said the game was 100 
■ per cent mental and 100 per 
cent physical. I was able to hit 
it where I wanted to hit it. The 
way I played under that pres- 
sure, especially over the last nine 
holes...” 

His triumph in the Masters, 
which brought him his snrrti ma- 
jor title, has resulted in a con- 
siderable boost to bis business 
interests. Pringle, the Scottish 
knitwear company, put their 
shirt on Faldo and the design he 
wore on that final day in Au- 
gusta has been in such demand 
that Scottish sheep are catching 
pneumonia. The drop in tem- 
perature here means that he can 
now model Pringle’s range of 
sweaters. As for the Mmmo 


glove he wore at the Masters, 
women, apparently, have been 
buying them as the latest fash- 
ion accessory. “We all know 
golfers are mad," John Simpson, 
Faldo’s business adviser, said, 
“but the sales of the glove with 
women has been amayfno It’s 
a huge market." 

Hxs success is also good news 
for Jaguar, another of his blue 
chip connections. He drives one 
in America and one in Britain 
and when the new sports conpd, 
the XK 8 , is launched in Octo- 
ber, he wOl drive that as welL 
Yesterday morning he signed a 
deal to design a new course in 
China and is already involved in 
building 10 in (he Ar East Thus 
far he has designed only one in 
Britain, Chart Hills in Kent, and 
was stymied by the local coun- 
czl after buyiqg Gadbridge Farm 
in Hotyport, Berichire, where he 
failed to get approval to build 
a 27-hole pay-as-you-play 


course. He has since sold the 
land but is in the process of ne- 
gotiating with a company to de- 
velop a string of FaJdo golf 
centres. “My main priority is to 
bring golf to everybody." 

Faldo has three Masters and 
three Opens, and his goal is to 
round off his cv with the US 
Open and US PGA titles. Nor 
wffl he rule out the possibility, 
however remote, of winning 
the Grand Slam, all four in the 
same season. T wouldn’t say it's 
impossible," he said, “but Jack 
Nicklaus has never done it, no- 
body’s done iL That shows how 
difficult it is. Getting three 
Jackets has moved me up into 
different company. It’s nice to 
know that I'm still capable of 
carrying h through. Fm not go- 
ing to charge around the world. 
I don't need to do that. Quali- 
ty golf is all I'm looking for.” 

Rildo said that his dedrion to 
join the US Ibur has enabled 



A 


FaJdo: Gram! Slam ambition 

him to “enjoy the best of both 
worlds". He has been reunited 
with the courses at Swinley 
Forest and Wentworth and has 
indulged his passion for fishing. 
When he gets divorced it is es- 
timated it will cost him in the 
region of S7m (£ 4 . 6 m), but his 
business portfolio is so healthy 
he is thinking of splashing out 
on a new salmon rod. If there 
were such a thin g he could 
probably afford a rod for 
smoked salmon. 






Thomas Muster hits a backhand during his 6-3, 6-0 win over Herbert Wiltschnig yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Muster adds more fuel to feud 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Rome 

An admirer of the new wood- 
en Centre Court at the Italian 
Open here. Thomas Muster 
could not resist teasing that a 
taxi comes in handy to reach it 
No problem. Mercedes, the 
ATP Ibur sponsors, provides 
competitors with courtesy cars 
to and from the Foro Italico and 
Lamborghinis- albeit golf carts 
- shuttle them between the 
locker-room and the stadium. 

Such trappings of affluence 
at the $2m (£1.3m) tourna- 
ment ($309,000 for the winner) 
are not reflected in the number 
of leading players who entered, 
however. Pete Sampras, the 
world No Z, is mourning the 
death of his coach, Tim Gul- 
Hkson; Michael Chang is in- 
jured, as is Andre Agasi, who 
did not intend to play here any- 
way, and Boris Becker did not 
have Rome on his itinerary. 


The European day-court sea- 
son has not been notable for 
American raiders, and yesterday 
Muster took the latest swipe in 
his tit-for-tai feud with them. “It's 
realty amazing to me that all the 
guys are injured at the saroe time 
of year," the defending cham- 
pion said. “It proves what I’ve 
said, that nobody respects the 
European clay-court tour. 

“We Europeans are very stu- 
pid. We wait for the Americans 
to come and offer them a lot of 
money and they shit on our 
heads, and that’s not very nice.” 

Nor is Muster’s quote, but, 
then, the Austrian has been sub- 
jected to a fair amount of ver- 
bal abuse from some of the 
Americans this year since dar- 
ing to become the world No 1 
for the odd week on the 
strength of his results on clay. 

Agassi played in Monte Car- 
lo recently, winning his first 
match there in three visits be- 
fore being jeered by the crowd 
for his performance in losing to 
Alberto Costa, of Spain. Sam- 


pras is due to set foot on clay 
for the first time this year in 
Dusseldorf next week. 

“I don’t know what their tac- 
tic is, but maybe at the French 
Open we are going to have a big 
surprise," added Muster, who 
triumphed in Paris last year. 

When minding his own busi- 
ness yesterday. Muster, the top 
seed, eased his game back on 
track with 6-3, 6-0 win against his 
compatriot Herbert Wiltschnig, 
a qualifier ranked No 309. It was 
Muster’s first outing ance his 38- 
match winning streak on day was 
ended in Munich by the Span- 
ish teenager Carlos Moya. 

The tournament is not exactly 
devoid of Americans. Jim 
Courier, a winner in 1992 and 
1993, joined Ibdd Martin and 
Malivai Washington in the sec- 
ond round with a 6-3, 6-3 win 
against Italy’s Renzo FIxtUiil 

Europeans have experienced 
a few blips. Roberto Carretero, 
the Spaniard who won the 
Hamburg title on Sunday as a 
qualifier, lost to Australia’s 


Mark Philippoussis in a third- 
set tie-break. 

Seigi Bruguera, runner-up 
to Muster here last year and 
holder of the French Open for 
the two years prior to he Aus- 
trian's succession, will not even 
be seeded this time. The 
Spaniard’s first-round defeat 
by Richard Krajicek means thai 
he will drop out of the top 20 . 

Although Michael Stich de- 
feated Emilio Sanchez. 6-3, 
7-6. in his first match since a re- 
currence of ankle trouhle in Feb- 
ruary, he has decided that he is 1 
not fit enough to make a seri- 
ous challenge in Paris. 

■ Steffi Graf, making her first 
home appearance since her tax 
affairs carne under investigation, 
defeated American Thrni Whit- 
linger Jones 6-1, 6-2 in just 49 
minutes m the first round of the 
German Open in Berlin yester- 
day. Graf wept in front of 6,000 
ecstatic fans as she was pre- 
sented with the German jour- 
nalists’ award for the World 
Sports Personality of 1995. 


sport 

Shelford 
put up 
for sale 
by Wire 

Rugby League 


Warrington yesterday placed 
their former New Zealand 
Test player, Kelly Shelford. 
on the transfer list at £ 1 50.000 
as a disciplinary measure. 

Shelford has been pul up for 
rale following an incident dur- 
ing last Sunday’s 36-26 home 
win over Sheffield Eagles. 
Warrington have alleged that 
the 30-ycar-old half-back, who 
has a long-standing knee injury, 
made himself unavailable for 
the second period after being 
temporarily substituted at half- 
time by the club’s coach, John 
Dorahy. 

“He said he wasn’t quite 100 
per cent, so we changed him 
over with Jon Roper,” Dorahy 
said yesterday. "There came a 
time towards the end of the 
match when wc were basical- 
ly down to 11 men, but more 
importantly Willie Swann was 
sin-binned which meant we 
required a half-back on the 
park and wc didn't have one to 
put on. 

“Kelly's line was that he 
didn’t feel as though he was 
needed, so he look the liber- 
ty of gelling changed. For a 
professional player, it was cer- 
tainty out of order. 

“It doesn't matter whether 
there's 40 minutes to go or one 
minute to go, you slay until the 
finish because it might end up 
being a close game and you 
need all hands on deck. 

"He’s the vice-captain of 
the club and one of the senior 
players. You would have ex- 
pected far more from him on 
this occasion." 

Dorahy revealed that 
Shelford, a former Whitehaven 
player who joined Warrington 
in September 1991, has been 
relegated to the second Learn 
and will not be considered for 
Friday's game against the Su- 
per League leaders. St Helens. 

There is a new broom that 
sweeps clean and all players 
have to toe the line," the Wire 
coach added. "If he wants to 
stick around, he needs to show 
he is willing to get on with it 
and do the right thing." 

Warrington’s football exec- 
utive, Alex Murphy, was quick 
to add his comments on the af- 
fair. “We can’t have players be- 
coming medical staff as well." 
Murphy said. “We have a doc- 
tor, and we have a physio- 
therapist... But Kelly took it on 
himself [to decide] that he 
didn't think he was right and 
never told anybody." 


Griffiths puts 
himself out 
of the frame 

Snooker 


Terry Griffiths, the 1979 world 
champion, yesterday announced 
his retirement from the game 
but left open the possibility of 
a World Championship return. 

The 48-ycar-old Welshman 
reached his decision after drop- 
ping out of the world lop 16 for 
the first time after his second- 
round defeat by Steve Davis at 
The Crucible two weeks ago. 

Griffiths would only need to 
win one match, however, in 
order to qualify next year. He 
win now take up a position as the 
first director of coaching for the 
World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association on 1 June. 


The secret America’s Cup 


Saffing 

Britain headed a list of 1 1 chal- 
lengers from nine countries for 
the 30th America’s Grp, jo be de- 
fended by New Zealand in Feb- 
ruary 2000 , when the first 
deadfinedosed in .Auckland yes- 
terday, writes Stuart Akxan der. 

As mysieiy still surrwinded 

the source of the 
fee paid by the Royal Dorset 
Yacht Chib at Yreymoirth and 
the esdsienee of the £15m need- 
ed to fond a credible campaign, 
there was also seensty about two 
of the other 11 syndicates. 

The Nw Yoik \hdit Oub and 

San Francisco’s St Francis Yacht 

Cub represents the tiny US vir- 
gin Islands. The 
back, as are the Spanish, Rus * 8 s 
St Petersburg, and the jjteodj’ 
challenging this ume through 
Jeon-Marie Vidal's syndicate at 
Port Cam argues. The 
ers are Hong Kong in foe guise 
of the Aberdeen Boal Oub. 

That leaves two, which birre- 
ter Blake, leader of the New. 

Zealand dcfcndas.said would n. 

nfBn confidential for 10 
days. As, however, bewasats osay- 
ing there were 11 entries fr 0 ™ 
nine countries, that implies two 


further countries. In theory one 
of those should be Australia, but 
the front-runners are Canada 
and - if difficulties over having to 
be based on an arm of the sea can 
be overcome - Switzerland. 

The French luggage group 
Louis Vuirton, which has spon- 
sored the challenger efiniinations 

since 1983, has firet rights again 
in Auckland. Negotiations are 
due to begin next summer. 

Unbeaten in their first four 
races Peter Gfimour, Russell 
Cbutts, Chris Law and Maricus 
Wteser ensured their safe passage 
into the quarter-finals of the Brut 
Roval Lymington Cup, but they 
wfli have to complete foe three 
remaining races to establish a 
round-robin finishing onto:. 

In the othergroup foe US wr- 
gin islands America's Qip debu- 
Sm, Peter Holroberg, has almost 
secured his place in foe quarter- 
final with four straight wins. 

The world No 1 Ed Baird, who 
has three, probably needs just 
one more today while three have 
two wins: foe defradmg cham- 
pion, Thierry Feponnct, tofel- 
low Frenchman Bertrand Pace, 
and Denmark’s Sten Mohr. 
Finding the going tough was 
QjogresaonalL^vrinner, Gavin 

Brady of New Zealand, who has ; 

one win from four starts- 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: MMuhae 6 CMc^a 
wmw Sat 2: Texas 7 Kans*a C«y &, Baltimore 
4 Oakland 3. 

NATIONAL LEAfiue Ftortda 5 Si Lmm 3: San 
FmfKJW03Pttfpdrip^l;Ananta9Pinsfiu®i 
3: CN0Bg> Cute 6 Housan O; Sen Uogp S Nmr 
York Mas 3: Montreal 3 Los Angtlea 2. 

Basto tfaaB 

NBA PLAY-OFFS: Eastern CMdmnea saari- 
fturfc AUama 104 Ortando 99 fOiando tend 
Ooa-of-SBvwi series 3-U- 


tween Michael Moorer end Axel Schulz 
for the vacant international Boxing 
Federation title will take place in Dort- 
mund, Germany, on 22 June. 


day denied an appeal by the Wtorid Bo* 
mg Cows heayvej^charnpton. Mm 
Tyson, to ba atiowad to fight the Vforfd 
Bc*ing Association holder, BiuoeSeidon, 
in July. This means that Tyson is stjn ibr- 
Wddan from flatting anyone other than 
the British contender Lennox Lews. 

Equestrianism 

. Three joint sponsors (Nordic Holdings, 
Martin Coffins enterprises and aeon 
Stud) have agreed to back this year's 


Windsor International Horae Trials whlcti 
take place on 23-26 May. 

Sewn riders and horses haw been 
short-listed for the British Olympic 
dressage team, which will be an- 
nounced on 10 June. Richard Davison 
Is well placed, having won Sunday’s fi- 
nal trial on Askari. The other six will be 
competing on the Coralnent before the 
final selection is made. 

BRTISH OUfWIC DHESSAOE TEAM (SMrt 
8*0: Dr w BaetmuioifiMr (Gtotfang). J 
Bran (Cupido), R DavfeM (Askad), rEUbwg 
(Arun ted, i Jackson (Muster Mouse}. S 
PWuogor IFunJ. V Thompson (Entant). 



Football 

The Blackburn Revere toward Gary Tai- 
lon, 22. has signed for KHmamock on 
b free trarajfec 

Bffly Ayre, the former Blackpool. Sear- 
boraugt and Halifax manager, has re- 
aigried as manager of the &A VaudhaB 
Conference dub. Southport end Is set 
to Jdn Swansea City as assistant to their 
player- manager, Jan Mofiy. 

OLYMPIC SANE* Coocacaf quaBfytag tour- 
■flBiam{EdBaidH.Afearta):e5Htadar3JB- 
maca ii Canada 0 TimBd 4 Totafl# ft Merdco 
4Co6tt RtfUO. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.45 umsss stated 

UB* CUP FWAL SECOND LE8 

BotdMUt (0) v Brawn MeflMi (3) 

ENDSLENH INSURANCE IEMUE 
PROMOTION PLAY-OfTC 
SOU-HNALS SECOND tfift 
PMsrpwmoN 

Oyttal Pakwa {Z) v Chariton (!) - ■ 
SBCOWomsuN 

Blackpool (3 v Bradfom «y P) far acted 

fMraCwtfyGBv cramp) 

UffiD DMStON 

DKftwton Bl • Hanfanl tt) 17 JO} 0* tfcAsd 
P frBo uth WwOoteMMor Q) (M tfctad — 


Rugby League 

BttWS SUPS! LEAQUEr Htfte uVApn C7J3CQ- 

Speedway 

PRBOBt LEAGUE HJ * EfiatbOWW; PMie v 
London. 

JUNIOR MUItS CHMlHONSilfc lone Eaton 
* Wokwkonvtan * Patedwmujh v ShemakL 

Other sports 

QGKM& htafvctfe aj(mr-mKUte«e<&X fltfc 
CNB0W ( N —M c lga v Tim Dendy (US) (Ear 
iosre Centtr, CssiBJJ. 

TENNIS: RDMrQiBnpiaWitM W«Nl MOonal 
Tennis Ocqtx. Cmtaffh LTA Spring Sattflto 

(Qanflffi. 


WORLD CUP Coocacaf quaHyiBR touna- 
■ubuL Cakla a i Zona Saca n d mad first 
lec (Cap HaWea}: Han 6 Gnereda 1. Soeond 
round aacond log (aaorcstuau): Caiman b- 
■axtS 0 CuDa 1 (D4» w*i 5-0 on ; 

(Kbgstmia}: Sr Vincent 7 Puerto ffico 0 (St 
meant win 9-1 on agyegats). 

NORTHERN HELAND SQUAD (ftfBMlyv San- 


tis (Nomnanm FbrasO. Purt cow (Baton), 
Carai (HuB: PMtenon (Luten). Taggart 
(Boranl. WomNdfcn (Leads), n— mlo (New- 
caste). Hugbea, RoWsud, Do-ta (ac wut 
Ham), lemon. M (both L*ee$t»}, Lomas 
(Manchester City). Hunter (Wwham). mm- 
Km (Southampton). McCarthy Port Vale), 
MtAUtx m rro aa n/Tnm). OTloyla, Criffip (both 
StXtreans), Manchester UW, Qtem 

(BtadkpooQ, Horiocfc Otfndon). 




Ice hockey 

NHL STANLEY CUP PLAY-OFFS! Waatara 
CteMWoom caort-dnalK Cetorado 4 Osca- 
gp 3 (2 ot) (Catorado win Oest-tf-snen se- 
ries 4-2). 



Rugby Union 

Jason LeoranJ, the Engfcnd prop.wB be- 
come a Barbarian for the first tene whan 
he makes a short tour to Japan with the 
Invitation dub from 30 May to 7 June. 



his Davis Cup colleague, Danny Saps- 
ford, and Jeremy Bates, who wi I be play- 


MdNMVfi IATE RESULTS: Prander louie 
Woftefhamnton 53 Long Eaton 42. Contar- 
anee Laoeas Devon 43 Swindon 34. Star 
Knock-oat Grtp Second romdfkstta£ Read- 
me 40 London 56. Island Ityfividual Cbam- 
pkNwMp (Ryda, lolV): 1 M MBs (Oxford) 
I5«s; 1 M Chesses (R*to) ll 3 D Bofer 
(Arena Essex) 12. 


SUMMER BRAND TOURNAMENT RyoBOkU 
KokngHcaa Arena. Tqfore) TbW day or 1& 

TocMnoaaks (sen 3, loa Bl Kanslwo (2>U: 
SMddttna O-l) Doeta a-2* feoiutaan (2-1) 
KaRuafop 10-3); Manoum (2-1) Wakasnow 
(0-3): Opnfcffia (1-2) HamanasftsTB U-2): 
AoMrate (3-0) Oenahana (1-2); AsancwaM 
(34) KotoKama U-2); KankoU-2) MWasre 
il-2): Dastaho (21) Gan*u ix-31: h®xmu- 
hb (2-1) KbakactndoH (0-3); Kamuemu (2-1) 
AklnosWma (1-2): Asanosho (2-1) lasanou- 
tni (0-3): KatomnM (1-Z) Nerrinahana 
O-iy, Musqjama 0-1} Mbugatito (3-2): 
Tamakaa^B Q-l] TaMnnU (1-2); Tokanon- 
am (34)) MnatofoP Wakanohana (34J) 
Term (03); hhaashtanaiu (3-0) Aeariqutaka 
(0-3); Kaio (3-0) Alartwno (1-2); TotanoMna 
(3-0) Kotcntertto a-2). 

Ms 

John Lloyd, Britain's Davis Cup capi^n, 
lost to Andres Somes: in the final of the 
Corel Champions wer-35 tournament 
InRoetarifo, lteT|tend. Ecuatta's Gomez 
unseated Jimmy Connors as the top 
player on the men’s ower-35 ttnart with 
his 6-3, 7-6 victory. 

71m (tenniHn is among a gaud of top- 
ranked British players nominated by 
dUbs competing In the National Club 
laaflje fttenler DMston, starting on 18 
May Henman, ihe British No 1 from Oc- 
ford. wffl play for Raynesferit along vrtth 


Ing his last Wimbledon this year. 
Winners ot the Men’s Premier Division 
receive a £5,000 pros and qualify for 
the 1997 European Team ChampnreNp 
as Britain's sole representative. 

Martin Lee, of Worthing. Is ranked 
No 2 in the latest world junior rank- 
ings. Three other British youngsters - 
James Trotman of Ipswich. Arvind Par- 

mar of Hitchen and Simon Pender of 
Penzance - are also in the top 3 L Lee. 
aged 18, is 280 points behind Che top- 
ranked junior; Manano Zabaleta ot Ar- 
gentina, but 170 points ahead of 
another Argentinian, Mariano Poena, 
who is ranked third. 

ROVER MEN'S MASTERS (Cantff) angles, 
■acond iwud:T ScN*«ft« (Aut) to N WBal 
(GB) 6-2 6-0; R McUsh l&) W R Buftne 
ffrl B-2 6-4; A DupwS (Fr) to P MnschouOs 
IGrt 6-16^; WTreu lAut) to M Goodm lAje) 
B-l 6-1; J OueMto (GB) to G Steantemp (SA) 
6-1 6-2; O 8umaa (Spj H P Wdeny (Ausj 

5- 7 W Mi A RWtardsnn (GB) W A Pamar 
(ffl) 7-5 6-A; F DOfKW (Uiu) M T SpWte (GBi 

6- 4^3. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


500 


The pounds that Heart of WM- 
totftian supporters are being 
asked to contribute towards 
the cost of a new £2.25m 
stand at T^tecastie. In return 
they w® be gwen vouchers re- 
deemable to the tune of 

£600 cjver the next two years. 
A similar scheme m 19D4 at- 
tracted 1400 subscribers. 


mvatwiENSRnEiiNAnoiuL(CMtflmsat- 
gfoi. Ihto ratad: M Tu iUS) H C Tartar 1GB1 6-1 
6-2: P rty-anus [Cani tx l Ddone (US) 6-3 3-8 
6-ft U Omrans (Nettii U A U180 lUS) 6-3 6-1. 
ITALIAN OPEN MEN'S TOURNAHENT (Room) 
StaUaa. Rea rewHi: 0 Vaceh tCS Rcpi to O Coiv- 
ponoe RU 6-4 2-6 6-1; B Kjituchor (Gm) m T 

laWum Ifesi 7-fi 6-ffi F Dawt iSpi »T Car- 

nonet (SOI 7^ 6-3; R FtenetJeiglLIS! to Y B A»- 
naou (Mon 6-7 6-3 6-U E ANarei 1S0) to G 
SctBller |Autl 1-6 6-A 6-t T MuOW lAut) H M 
Wtoenns Ufoti 6-3 6-a M Rctboi iSmu h U 
ZaoaMa lAi© 6J I -ft A Giudena (M to J Haseh 
I San] 7-5 Bl. H Gum, tArtf to T « Ssmv (E» 
6-2 7-5jW F tttera ISA) K 0 FtotSrtlFr) 7-e 6-a 
A Uechetttu lllkfl Bt C Ruud (Mori 6-3 2-6 6-i 
A B a amteg* (Sp) k vsaraopadre HD 7-6 6-2,' 
M SMI (Ger) to E Sancne: (So) 6-3 7-6; J Qmi 
er (US) M n Fuctan Itu 6-3 6-3; A Vorea (Rom) 
to A BoMscft IF11 « 6-a 7-6: M Rns iouci for 
A Comp iSpj 7-6 3-6 6-2; C Costa 1S0I to I 
GuaftWa (Fri 6-2 6-1; M PtuHppouKB iAusi to 
R Oansero ISpi 6-3 -T-6 7 -6. 

AMERICA'S RED CLAY CHAMPNMSHNP (Coral 
Sorfogs. Ftartdn) ftnl mood: U GisutaNn (Swc) 
to a Ooossora iBefl 6-4 6-2. M (Aus) tt 

5 Drwer 1A**M 7-6 4-6 63 

GERMAN OPEN WOMEN'S TtMMNAMENT 
(ttortki) SlntfM, flrpl ra**n«fc M tengrs (Swt) to 
i WJtmaSA (USi 6-3 6ft £ Mad (Con (X A 
(Geri 62 64; k NanaK (Poll to C S rifucr (Gen 
63 64 L Lap 1US1 to L NMand ILoU 6-2 &2: 
R Dra0nnr iRum to A Tnnesvan (Hint 4-6 62 
63: J Mundarr (Go) to A Gnavnan (US) b-T 7 

6 6-4. Seeand round: S Gref (Cm k j 
HIM knfpr-Jonee (USi 61 62: N Snanutui 
(Jacnm RPBmnwiGcn 6d 63; I Map* iCitni 
to A CartMon (&«ej 1-6 7-5 62. 


The right 
result in 35 
minutes 

£29 50 

- 0800 000 111 
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M am looking forward to jumping in Atlanta. . But rm pretty 
Jonathan Edwards on the build-up to theiDfyrnptcs . 


scaled too’ 


England’s injured look on bright side 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 

A sitcom scriptwriter wouid 
have had them comparing scars; 
“So how long's yours?” Darren 
Anderton would have said to 
Alan Shearer. “About four inch- 
es," he might have replied, lo 
which lony Adams could have 
interjected: “It’s not size that's 
important, it’s what was taken 
out Ha, ha, ha." 

Given the level of training 
ground humour it would not 
have been so surprising if the 


conversation had gone along 
those lines at Bisham Abbey 
yesterday but, for England's 
returning invalids, the situation 
is loo serious to be funny. 

At one time Anderton, 
Adams and Shearer have each 
feared they could miss the Eu- 
ropean Championship finals. 
They may yet ao so. Anderton 
and Adams trained in full at 
Bisbaro yesterday as England 
prepared for Saturday’s friend- 
ly with Hungary, Shearer took 
part in the lighter work. 

Shearer, who had a groin op- 
eration last month, expects to 


be in full training by tomorrow 
but, said Terry Venables, is un- 
likely to play on Saturday. An- 
derton and Adams both hope to 
do so - for them the need is 
more acute. While Shearer only 
missed the last few gam es of the 
season Adams did not play af- 
ter January and Anderton 
miss ed almost the entire cam- 
paign. 

A dams has played only one 
game of any land - Paul Mer- 
son’s testimonial - in six weeks 
and he admitted: “I thought I 
was running out of time. I am 
still having treatment but that 


is just a precaution. I have had 
no problems whatsoever with 
my right knee - just the occa- 
sional twinge in my medial lig- 
aments. 

“I will sec how h goes and 
then talk to Terry Venables. You 
listen to your body. I want to be 
in the championships but I am 
not going to say I am fit if 1 am 
not. I am an honest man. I 
would rather a fit centre-half 
played for the country than me 
if I'm not 100 per cent. It would 
not be doing myself or my 
country justice." 

Then, in. an unfortunate anal- 


ogy given his trademark offside 
appeal, Adams added: “TH hold 
my hands up if I don't rhmk rm 
fit." 

Anderton, another groin vic- 
tim, said: “At one stage I did not 
think I would be here but it feels 
good now. I played three 90 
m inutes in a week at the end of 
the season and I've been sur- 
prised bow fit I am. 

“rm not sure If I’m fit for 
tournament play, I need a cou- 
ple more games." 

Anderton, like Adams, is 
likely to play the first of those 
matches on Saturday. He has 


been earmarked for the Paul 
Gascoigne role - the usual in- 
cumbent is playing for Rangers 
in the Scottish Cup final. 

England may also be with- 
out their Liverpool contin- 
gent. Definitely out is Rob 
Jones, who needs treatment bn 
a long-term back injury. He is 
likely to be out for three to six 
months, which rules him out of 
Euro 96. 

The other Liverpool players 
have just been rested. Cynics 
might suggest they had their rest 
on Saturday but Liverpool’s 
soporific performance merely 


BENSON AND HEDGES CUP: Morris leads charge as Glamorgan defy odds to reach quarter-finals 

Watkin 
covers 
himself 
in glory 


HENRY BLOFELD 

reports from Canterbury 
Kent 208-9; Glamorgan 210-2 
(Glamorgan win by 8 wickets) 


When Glamorgan began their 
innings they knew they had to 
score 209 to win in a maximum 
of 38.4 overs to be certain of 
qualifying for the Benson and 
Hedges Cup quarter-finals. A 
more leisurely victory would 
have brought qualification only 
as long as Essex beat Somerset 
- which they did. 

This mathematical confusion 
made Glamorgan's victory - 
scoring 210 for 2 in 32.4 overs, 
with six overs to spare as far as 
their first objective was con- 
cerned and with 17.2 overs in 
hand overall - all the more re- 
markable. Kent also go through 
to the next round by Somerset's 
default, as it were. 

Steve Watkin produced a 
wonderful piece of seam bowl- 
ing on a pitch which allowed a 
certain amount of movement 
early on. His 4 for 5 in 21 balls 
reduced Kent to 26 for 4 in the 
ninth over and set up the pos- 
sibility of Glamorgan winning 
the match, and Group C with 
iL Not even Carl Hooper could 
substantially alter things after 
that and Watkin won the gold 
award. 

This may seem tough luck on 
Hugh Morris, who led Glam- 
organ's batting charge with a su- 
perb exhibition of true 
strokeplay which brought him 
136 not out, his third century in 
all cricket this season. If it had 
not been for Watkin, Morris 
might never have had the 
chance. 

With Somerset reaching 250, 












V,;' TT. ..v 


The Kent captain, Steve Marsh, narrowly evades the dutches of Glamorgan’s Steve Bar wick at Canterbury yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Glamorgan realised they had to 
go for the harder of the two tar- 
gets and they were given a per- 
fect start by Morris and Steve 
James. Early on, scarcely an 
overwent by without two fours 
being hit, and from lovely crick- 
et shots too. 

But they were undoubtedly 
helped by Kent’s bowlers who 
were obsessed with pitching 


the ball up to two batsmen 
who are both excellent players 
off the front foot They split the 
field with one peerless off dri- 
ve after another against the four 
Kent seam bowlers. 

To have kept these two qui- 
et, they needed to bowl short 
of a length at the middle stump 
allowing the batsmen no width 
to cuL As it was, Morris and 


James gratefully helped them- 
selves. 

The 50 came up in the 1 0th 
over and at that stage the two 
Welshmen matched each other 
stroke for stroke. In the 11th 
over Matthew Fleming pro- 
duced the only makknofthe in- 
nings, a notable achievement in 
itself In the 13th Morris hit him 
for four fours and then raced 


away from James reaching his 
hundred in 68 balls. 

Apart from all the exquisite 
driving, one other stroke stood 
out and that was played by 
James. In the ISth over he 
faced the left-arm spin of Min 
Patel and adjusted at the very 
last moment to a good length 
ball which, with quick wrists and 
reactions to match, he half 


rammed down and half cut to 
the third man boundary. It was 
a delicious moment 
They put on 181 for the first 
wicket in 26 overs before James 
turned Mark Ealham to square 
leg. Morris stayed to the end 
faring exactly 100 balls in all and 
hitting one six and 21 fours. 

More reports, Scoreboard. 
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Counties’ demands fan 
flames of RFU dispute 
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4 Bunch of keys for bistro? 
(4) 

5 Near pulpit, trembling be- 
fore tne wedding (10) 

6 Uncle of an American In- 
dian (6) 

8 Having misused optics, I 
am pleasant and congenial 

13 Scott's novel semi-epic, 
work like a charm? (10) 


14 This chap a] 
in winter (9 


on foot 


17 Dumping is formwork (8) 

18 List like chanticleer short 
of oxygen? (6) 

19 Stepped out in Dorset re- 
sort (6) 

21 Composer Charles making 
50% of reoords? (4) 

23 Bits of objects (4) 


ACROSS 

French taken in true re- 


quital (8) 
No mam hi 


9 No mam highway in Amer- 
ica, for example? (6) 

10 “Paroxysm” springs to 
mind initially (5) 

1 1 Good tendency in harvest- 
„ mg (8) 

12 Ed ending in grammar 
school? (4,10) 

15 Cake consumed like light- 
ning in France? (6) 

16 Felt sorry for Italian 
clothed in black-and-white 
(6> 


18 Charge tinier, possibly, 
when spread (14) 

20 Tjrellis for wallflowers of 
some kinds — see April 
variefy! (8) 

22 Leading character a help 
in reconstruction (5) 

24 Siamese iron railway? (6) 

25 Row of campanologists (4- 

4) 

DOWN 

1 Main view of Turner’s 
work, for example (8) 

2 Melody from a Stradivari, 
Amati etc (4) 

3 Land on fire? (6) 
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Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

Yet another round of discus- 
sions between the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union and its leading dubs 
is planned for Friday, but the 
mere fact of meeting again 
should not be interpreted as in- 
dicating a solution is in sight to 
their Intractable and inter- 
minable problems. 

Indeed, a formal breakaway 
by those dubs scheduled to be 
in the Fust and Second Divi- 
sions of next season’s Courage 
League is no less likely than it 
was before Monday’s incon- 
clusive meeting. They have 
already announced a boycott of 
the league and cup and claim to 
have a fixture-list incorporating 
European, cross-border and 
domestic rugby ready to pubUsb. 

Monday’s meeting - at which 
delicate moment the antagonists 
agreed to avoid public comment 
— made no progress on the 
substantive issues which divide 
the two parties concerning the 
control and finance of profes- 
sional dub rugby. As one par- 
ticipant put it: “We are making 
progress in the areas we were 
alwajs making progress in." 

This leaves a chasm between 
the union and dubs that the ap- 


pointment of Bill Bishop, the 
RFU president, as indepen- 
dent ch airman of the talks has 
done nothing to narrow. It is evi- 
dent that Cliff Brittle, the RFU 
executive committee chairman 
whom the dubs see as an insur- 
mountable obstacle to a settle- 
ment, has as tight a hold as ever 
on the union’s side of the debate. 

He is now fortified by a bel- 
ligerent intervention by the Eng- 
lish Rugby Counties’ Asso- 
ciation, a relic of the RFtTs past 
but Brittle's power base when he 
stood to become executive 
chairman. Should Brittle ever 
backslide from his position that 
the union maintains its untram- 
melled control over the profes- 
sional dub game, ERGA warns 
that it would then mount a 
counter-insurrection of its own. 

In a statement, ERCA spec- 
ified three non-negotiable arras 
of exclusive RFU responsibility 
- control of the game, all finan- 
cial matters and aQ competitions 
-and one, players’ contracts, of 
RFU primacy. If this were to 
remain the RFU position, it is 
guaranteed that the dubs would 
secede. 

The membership of English 
Professional Rugby Union Chibs, 
who are prone to conspiracy 
theories, believe Brittle has been 
ordiesti- kin gEROfe campaign. 


The counties criticise unnamed 
RFU officers ami executives for 
failing to supporeBrittle, a barb 
that is undoubtedly pointed prin- 
cipally at "Ibny Flail ett, the sec- 
retary, and Bishop. 

The counties’ action is use- 
ful in at least one respect 
though: in lasting bare the 
union’s division in its own nego- 
tiating position. Whereas Bish- 
op and the full RFU committee 
have explicitly acknowledged 
Epruc as the representative 
voice of the professional dubs, 
Brittle at Monday’s meeting 
still declined to do so. 

ERCA, meanwhile, has 
demanded a meeting with 
Bishop, HaDett and others, and 
if it does not receive satisfaction 
it will set the union on course 
to its third special general meet- 
ing of the year. At which point 
it is safe to assume the Rugby 
Football Union would be at the 
point of meltdown. 

■ Arwel Thomas, the Wales 
outside-half, has signed to play 
for Swansea next season, leav- 
ing Bristol. 

■ Roger Uttley and Nigel 
Melville, both former Wasps 
players and England captains, 
will return to the dub next sea- 
son. Melville will be director of 
rugby while Uttley will be non- 
executive chairman of playing. 


Edwards 

Rugby League 


loses place to Goulding 
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Shaun Edwards' international 
career is far from over, despite 
his omission from the England 
squad for the European Cham- 
pionship match against Finance. 

The Wigan captain and 
scrum-half has lost his place for 
the game at Gateshead on 12 


June, to Bobbie Goulding of St 
Helens. 

“Shaun is still fo the frame, 
and with the Great Britain tour 
coming up he's going to be one 
of the players very much in con- 
tention," PhD Larder, the Eng- 
land coach, said. 

“They are both outstanding 
players and it was a straight 
choice between the two of them 


for the No 7 shirt I feel though, 
that Bobbie has just shaded him 
by a whisker. ” 

Edwards said: lAU I have got 
to say really is that it is up to Phil 
Larder - he picks the team. I 
would be a lot more disturbed 
if it was a Great Britain Test 
team." 

England squad. 
Sporting Digest, page 23 


underlines how tired they are. 
Steve Mc Mnnaman and Robbie 
Fowler, who have both played 
56 games this season - the 

highest in the squad -have been 
given the week off. Jamie Red- 
knapp and Mark WHghtwill join 
up today. 

All four are HkeJy to go to 
China - if England' go there. 
Venables is having tomorrow’s 
match between China and 
Lazio watched and the pitch as- 
sessed. If it is found wanting 
England will play just one game 
in Hong Kong. Venables is ex- 
pected to announce the tour 


squad tomorrow, after he has 
checked on Gary Pallister and 
Steve Howcy. With Adams' fit- 
ness already in doubt he is 
unlikely to take any further 
chances. 

Adams hopes his own injury 
may. even prove beneficial. 
“John Jensen was on the beach 
for two weeks before the Iasi 
European Championships and 
Denmark won it," he said. “In 
1988 1 went to the Champi- 
onships on the back of a 75- 
game season [England did not 
gam a point]. Whidi of those is 
the better preparation?” 


Vialli eager for 
Chelsea’s 
£2m salary 


ALAN NIXON 


Gianhxa Viafli is expected to be- 
come Ruud Gullit's first signing 
for Gielsea next week, in a deal 
with the Stamford Bridge dub 
that will earn him £2m per year. 

The Italian international has 
agreed to the move after speak- 
ing with Chelsea’s new player- 
manager, tie has tokl Gullit that 
he wants to come to London - 
both Rangers and Middles- 
brough have tried to tempt the 
Juventns striker but he prefers 
the attractions of the capital. 

The arrival of his friend, 
Gullit, in the manager’s office 
has secured the (foal, which 
should be agreed in the next few 
days and made official after next 
week’s European Cup final 
against Ajax in Rome. 

Vialli thinks it is time for a 
new start after being over- 
looked for the Italian Euro 96 
squad- He has been loo kin^for 

has scared off some dubs. 
. However, with no. transfer fee 
to pay, the Stamford Bridge dub 
believe he is worth the outlay. 

The Blackburn Rovers man- 
ager, Ray Harford, has made a 
£3 .5m bid for the French in- 
ternational striker, Christophc 
Dugarry. Harford is willing to 
(foubte Dugany’s wages in an at- 
tempt to persuade him to quit 
the Uefa Cup finalists, Bor- 
deaux. The fee will be accept- 
able to Bordeaux, but Dugany 
is reluctant to move to England. 
However, Blackburn are offer- 
ing him £12,000 a week, Much 
is twice his present wage. 

Bryan Robson has added an- 
other Brazilian to his squad at 


Middlesbrough with yesterday's 
£4m signing of the 24-year-old 
midfielder, Emerson, from Por- 
to. Bobby Rohscm, the former 
England manager who now 
coaches Porto, recommended 
Emerson to his namesake. 

“He is a strong, intelligent 
player who can dictate the pace 
of the game. He is a good pass- 
er and can score goals,’ the 
Middlesbrough manager said of 
his new signing, who is un- 
capped at senior level but does 
not need a work permit because 
of his Portuguese passport. 

The Ajax striker, Patrick 
Kluivert. is free to play for the 
Netherlands at the European 
Championship after avoiding a 
jail sentence yesterday. At a 
court in Amsterdam he was 
found guilty of vehicular homi- 
cide, after an accident last Sep- 
tember when a borrowed BMW 
he was driving crashed into an- 
other car. killing its driver. The 
19-year-old Kluivert was or- 
dered to do 240 hours of com- 
munity savice,and^ 
from driving for 18 months. 

Kluivert was one of nine 
Ajax players in the Dutch squad 
for turn 96 which was an- 
nounced yesterday by the 
Netherlands' coach, Guus Hid- 
dink. but there was no room for 
the Arsenal winger, Glenn Hel- 
der. Bryan Hamilton, the 
Northern Ireland manager, in- 
cluded two uncapped players in 
his squad for the friendl^F 
against Germany in Belfast on 
29 May: Phil Mulrync. the 
lS-year<ild Manchester United 
winger, and Roy Carroll, 19, the 
Hull City goalkeeper. 

International squads. 
Sporting Digest page 23 
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WWF WORKS TO KEEP ENDANGERED 
SPECIES FREFIN THE WILD. 

By switching to the no annual fee WWF 
Visa Card you can give ns 
FREE extra help. 

We rncefve a royalty when you take out your 
card and ongoing donations every time you use 
it for purchases — at no extra cost to you. 
You get an internationally accepted crectt card 
with afl these benefits: 

• No annual fee 

• Low purchase interest rate — just 
18.9KAPR (variable) 

• The chance to pay off existing borrowing 
at only 13.996API1, fixed for six months 

You don 't need to be a WWF supporter 
to apply. So send the coupon for your 
EH££ info r mation pack, or call the 
FREEPHONE number. 

0800 77 62 62 

Please quote ref: BT 51 
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